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SANSKRIT LESSON #113

This lesson introduces the paäcima western direction, citing the 
names of representative Buddhas. The West is the Lotus Division, 
whose Dharma Host is AmitÁbha Limitless Light Buddha, also 
known as the tathÁgata Thus Come One amitÁyus Limitless 
(amita) Life (Áyus). Consult lesson 88 (VBS #435) for make-
up of the name. That lesson also explains the sound changes 
when tathÁgata—another title for Buddha—combines with the 
following a- of amita, as happens in the name of the Buddha 
(a)mita-skandha Limitless Skandha, and that of (a)mita-dhvaja 
Limitless Banner Buddha. The masculine noun skandha means 
literally shoulder. By extension of the idea of main branching 
from a central trunk, skandha also means bough, section, troop, 
heap, aggregate, and so forth. It is the same word that refers to 
the five constituent elements of being, the Five Skandhas which 
are rëpa form, vedanÁ feeling, sa×jñÁ thinking, sa×skÁrÁË 
formations, and vijñÁna consciousness. 

Refer back to the introduction of the eastern direction 
in lesson 106 (VBS #453) and of the southern direction in 
lesson 111 (VBS #459) for explanation of the grammar and the 
phrasing.                                             (Continued on page 12)

                                                                                     

Ev\ piémaya\ idXyimtayunaRm tqagto _imtSkN/o 
nam tqagto _imt?vjo nam tqagto mhap[.o nam tqagto 

mharÓkwtunaRm tqagt: xu×riXmp[.o nam tqagt○  

paäcima

AmitÁbha

 amitÁyus (amita)

(Áyus)tathÁgata

(VBS #435) tathÁgata

amita -a

(a)mita-skandha

(a)mita-dhvaja 

skandha 

skandha 

 rëpa

vedanÁ sa×jñÁ

sa×skÁrÁË vijñÁna

(VBS #453) (VBS #459)

eva× paäcimÁyÁ× diäy-amitÁyur nÁma tathÁgato ‘mitaskandho  

nÁma tathÁgato ‘mitadhvajo nÁma tathÁgato mahÁprabho nÁma tathÁgato 

mahÁratnaketur nÁma tathÁgataË äuddharaämiprabho nÁma tathÁgata …

In the same way, in the western direction there is the Thus Come One named Limitless Life, the Thus 
Come One named Limitless Skandha, the Thus Come One named Limitless Banner, the Thus Come 
One named Great Light, the Thus Come One named Great Jewelled Appearance, and the Thus Come 
One named Pure Beams of Light … 
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