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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR:
TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Describing his grandmother’s difficulties.
F2REK | SEEK » Fiig s s - &2 Emperor Wu bestowed kindness,
SRS T o AR e 7 o ¢ He granted the repayment of kindness to elders.
TR | PMUHIYE o st EMTHE His sincerity moved the sun and moon,
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Commentary:

Li Mi’s filiality moved heaven. Heaven here means the emperor, who was
moved by Li Mi and did not force him to be an official. He gave up his
position to care for his grandmother. He submitted a Full Statement of
Circumstances, describing his grandmother’s difficulties. He submitted
a Full Statement of Circumstances to Emperor Wu of Jin, in which he
described his and his grandmother’s difficult condition.

Emperor Wu bestowed kindness. When Emperor Wu of Jin read his
Full Statement of Circumstances, he was moved and pitied him. So he
granted the repayment of kindness to elders, and allowed him to first take
care of his grandmother to repay her kindness to him. His sincerity moved
the sun and moon, and not just the emperor, which caused the emperor
to also understand this kind of conduct. He was written into history. He
left his record in history books, which also contain his Full Statement of
Circumstances. Now, when we read his statement, we also know that Li Mi

was a filial person and a loyal subject.
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Another Verse:

The Three Forces of Heaven and Earth are loyal, filial, and worthy.

The Three Lights shine upon the rivers, mountains, and streams.

Li Mi of the Jin Dynasty submitted this Statement of Circumstances.

Zhuge at the end of Han had devoted his body and soul completely.

Good officials and righteous individuals are respected by people.

Wicked and lewd ruffians are despised by the public.

The proper energy of heaven and earth is the foundation of virtue.

These beautiful, great, sagely and spiritual humans transform and
nourish the people.

Commentary :

The Three Forces of Heaven and Earth are loyal, filial, and worthy.
The Three Forces are Heaven, Earth, and humanity. Here only Heaven
and Earth are mentioned, but humanity is included even if it’s not in the
verse. On the part of humanity, there are loyal people, filial people, worthy
people, and virtuous people. People are all different from each other; there
are good and bad people.

The Three Lights shine upon the rivers, mountains, and streams.
The Three Lights are the sun, moon, and stars. These three sources of light
shine equally upon the earth.

Li Mi of the Jin Dynasty submitted this Statement of Circumstances.
It was written with the utmost sincerity and is also agreeable and logical.

Zhuge at the end of Han had devoted his body and soul completely.
At the end of the Han Dynasty, Zhuge Liang, with his great wisdom and
strategy still could not change the will of heaven. All he could say was, “I
will exhaust all of my energy and will not stop until I die.” He fulfilled his
responsibilities and did not let down Liu Bei and his son Liu Chan.

Good officials and righteous individuals are respected by people.
Whatever the age or dynasty, loyal officials and righteous individuals are
respected and liked. However, wicked and lewd ruffians are despised by
the public. The wicked and lewd ruffians are crafty , cunning, and wanton.
They speak only false and flattering words. The public despises them and is
unwilling to draw near to them. They are loathed.

The proper energy of heaven and earth is the foundation of virtue.
Benevolence, righteousness, propriety, and knowledge are rooted in one’s
heart; their growth and manifestation were a mild harmony appearing in the
countenance, a rich fullness in the back, and the character imparted to the
four limbs. Those four limbs understand how to arrange themselves, without
being told.These virtues grew and appeared in his countenance naturally. He
also deeply understood the Way; thus his appearance, four limbs and entire
body were filled with the energy of benevolence, righteousness, propriety, and
knowledge. Since they were rooted from his heart, they manifested on his four
limbs and became a good model for others. To him, his four limbs contained
benevolence, righteousness, propriety and knowledge. People all knew and
recognized him. He did not need to advertise himself or speak anything,.
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These beautiful, great, sagely and spiritual humans transform and
nourish the people. The “beautiful, great, sagely, and spiritual” are four
names for people: beautiful people, great people, sagely people, and spiritual
people. What is a beautiful person? It is someone who is fully humane,
righteous, propriety, and knowledge. However, you need to “complete
the goodness and brightly display it.” If you have ultimate humaneness,
righteousness, propriety, and knowledge, but you are obscure and dont
display it, it still does not count. If you are complete with goodness and
your body is adorned with the brightness of virtue, then you are called a
great man.

“A great man who exercises a transforming influence is called a sage.” If
you can simply be great, yet cannot transform, it is not enough. So if you can
transform by nourishing the small while serving the big, and nourishing the
big while serving the small, following your own mind while staying at ease,
like the water flowing to whatever direction people want it go, encountering
all kinds of circumstances without getting frustrated, then all problems will
vanish. This is what is meant by a sagely person.

“A sagely person who transcends our knowledge is called a spiritual
person.” If you have ultimate humaneness, righteousness, propriety, and
knowledge, then even sages cannot recognize you. This is called a spiritual
person. If you can be like this, then you can participate in the changes and
nurture heaven and earth. All of the multitudes of beings will rest in their
positions and will be nourished and flourish. All of the multitudes of beings

can see your radiance and receive your nourishment to survive.
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