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July 4th Music Concert at Long Beach Monastery

WRITTEN BY HSIEH HUI YING
ENGLISH TRANSLATED BY GWO WEI CHENG

Venerable Master Hua said, “If your mind can be calm and
at peace, and you can frequently emanate an air of harmony,
that is genuine music.”
Welcoming an auspicious event on a summer day in
Long Beach,
With melodies and songs, lyrical tunes and chorale.
Dharma sounds drifted across, dissipating afflictions
along the way.
Soothing music wafts throughout, purifying the Saha World.

The 4th of July is a commemoration of the American
Independence, and is also an auspicious day. Long Beach
Monastery hosted an Independence Day Music Concert and
this was a wonderful opportunity to gather in everybody
through music. The agenda was enriched with a diverse
presentation of arts and culture of the East and the West. It
provided a light touch of dhyana bliss and refreshing joy in
the Dharma.

Long Beach is located south of Los Angeles, bordering
the Pacific Ocean. It is an ideal shelter from the summer
heat. Its backdrop of an azure sky and deep blue ocean is
captivating. Long Beach Monastery was a Catholic convent
before it was purchased by Venerable Master Hua in the 90s.
It has a peaceful environment. Blanketed with a carpet of
verdant grass, the front yard has an adorned statue of the
Blessed Mother Mary. In the morning and evening, devout
Catholics would come to offer her fresh flowers and kneel in
silentsupplication, undisturbed. Buddhistsand Catholics can
live in the same area and practice their respective cultivation
without conflict. This is truly noteworthy. Known for his
noble spirit, Venerable Master Hua gave us the lesson of
respecting other religions.

In preparation for this event, Dharma Master Li and
Chin Syan Shr of Long Beach Sagely Monastery led the
laity in setting the stage for this day. The Buddha Hall was
adorned with beautiful flowers. The platform was bedecked
with a backdrop of red, white and blue, symbolizing the
American independence and what it embodies.

The Music Concert started at 2 pm on July 4th. The
Master of Ceremonies, Zhi-zun Lo, a disciple of Venerable
Master Hua, facilitated the program with a professional
manner. Dharma Master Sure, Chairman of Dharma Realm
Buddhist Association, gave a welcoming speech. He talked
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about the propagation of the Buddhadharma through
music, and praised the Confucian system of teaching and
transforming people by means of rites and music. He
elucidated the influence of music in moderating one’s nature
and refining one’s character. If we can perfect our body and
mind this way, and attain self-mastery and liberation, then
we have arrived at what Venerable Master Hua called ‘the
music of our inherent nature’. He also introduced some
English Buddhist songs to the audience, who responded
warmly by joining in unison. Indeed, having a music concert
in a Buddhist monastery is a remarkably wonderful and rare
occurrence.

Following the welcoming speech, Gold Wheel Monastery
Choir performed nine songs. The choir, which was
established fifteen years ago, now has about thirty members.
It was at the birthday celebration in 1993 for Venerable
Master Hua and his longtime friend, Professor Yang, that a
dozen or so laypersons from Gold Wheel Monastery formed
an ad hoc choir and sang “Throughout Empty Space.” The
Venerable Master was very pleased with the rendition and
said, “It’s about time we have a choir.” With his blessings
and encouragement, Gold Wheel Monastery Choir was
formed. Its motto — Refinement of Music, Purification of
Mind - is carried out. Now, fifteen years after its initiation,
the choir returned to Long Beach Sagely Monastery to turn
the Dharma wheel and help transform living beings via
music. The essence herewith is deep and far-reaching.

This music concert also served as a fusion of art and
culture of the East and the West. There was an eye-opening
er-hu and piano duet, followed by a piano and clarinet
duet. Afterward, the audience heard piano solos by three
promising young performers; it was a great joy to watch their
talent develop. The audience applauded enthusiastically and
looked forward to their progression to new heights.

The two and a half hour music concert culminated with
a touching rendition of the Dedication of Merit. All present
were filled with the joy of Dharma. Music is a universal
language and also a deeply-touching form of art. On this
propitious day of the nation’s independence, we employed
music as a vehicle to propagate the Buddhadharma and
dedicated this merit to all. We wish the United States of
America to remain the epitome of liberty and equality. We
hope the world will be a peaceful place for all.



