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Venerable Master: When was the 
fi rst time you went to Malaysia in 

the 70’s?
Disciple: 1978.
Venerable Master: I had experienced 
something that I’d like to tell you. Do 
you know what I did in the Untied 
States? Although I did not do much, 
business came to me when I was about 
to go to Malaysia in 1978. It was 
about the 19th day of the sixth month. 
What business was it? I opened up an 
insurance company in San Francisco’s 
Chinatown. All of you should know 
what an insurance company does. Why 
did I open this insurance company? It 
was due to the Golden Dragon murder 
case in San Francisco’s Chinatown. 

Did you hear about this in Belgium? 
In the Golden Dragon Restaurant, fi ve 
or six people died and 15 or 16 people 
were hurt. Those who were killed were 
discontent and growling. They wanted 
revenge; so, a second Golden Dragon 
murder case would happen, and even 
a third or fourth one. Eventually, the 
Golden Dragon murder case would 
happen repeatedly. 

At that time, there were two groups 
in the underworld called “Hua Qing” 
(China Youth) and “Zu Fang”. They 
were fi ghting for their own territories. 
In order to expand their turf and 
power, one group went to Ukiah trying 
to purchase guns and weapons. Sure 
enough, they met someone who sold 
weapons but the price was too high 
and they didn’t have enough money. 
Besides, they were also afraid it was 
the police trying to set them up and 
catch them. Therefore, they didn’t dare 
to get the weapons. At that time, they 
happened to pass by the gate of the 
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. As 
soon as they saw the mountain gate, 
the group of eight people wanted to 
come in. However, the gate was locked 
and they couldn’t do so.

It was in the afternoon while I was 
lecturing. I felt that there were eight 
people at the gate waiting to come in  
and asked the monk in charge to open 
the gate. It was some 400 to 500 meters 
between the gate and the Buddha Hall, 
which had no windows but just doors. 
One could not see the gate from the 
Hall at all. The Abbot back then was 
Heng Lai, who did not believe what 
I said and asked, “How do you know 
there were people at the gate?” He didn’t 
believe it but he had to go anyway. So, 
he rode a bike to open the gate. When 
he went there, sure enough, there were 
eight people waiting to come in. They 
had been waiting for more than half an 
hour already. 
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They were just about to leave when 
Heng Lai went to open the gate, so 
they came in. They offered incense in 
front of the Buddha as well. I saw these 
youngsters, whom I did not know, 
coming to offer incense. That day 
happened to be the 19th day of the 
sixth month, and we happened to have 
a refuge ceremony. Helen Woo was also 
there. Perhaps, Helen Woo was their 
leader behind them and asked, “Do you 
want to take refuge?” These youngsters 
obediently signed up and wanted to 
take refuge. When I was holding the 
ceremony, I observed the soaring killer 
energy and their belligerent demeanors. 
Helen Woo, do you still remember? I 
was lecturing then.
Helen Woo: Yes, I do.
Venerable Master: The fi rst thing I 
said was, “After you take refuge, you are 
not permitted to kill, commit arson, or 
use your guns to shoot people.  All the 
guns you have must be thrown into 
the sea!” Do you remember me saying 
this? After I said that, Helen Woo was 
also in a daze – why did Shifu say that 
today? I then asked, “Who is your 
leader? Raise your hand!” The leader 
looked around and he fi nally raised 
his hand. People in the ceremony who 
knew what this group did for a living 
were very nervous. I told them: “All the 
guns have to be thrown into the sea. 
You cannot kill people or set places on 
fi re.” At that time, they promised me 
and said to each other they would not 
commit anymore. As a result, I allowed 
them to take refuge with me.

After taking refuge, they were half 
doubtful and still wanted to purchase 
guns. When they returned to San 
Francisco, they met some dealers 
who sold guns, bullets, and grenades 
at really low prices that they could 
afford. However, they didn’t dare to 
buy them. Why? After taking refuge, 

I had instructed them to “put down 
the butcher’s cleaver.” Therefore, they 
did not pursue this deal. After that, 
I went to Malaysia to propagate the 
Dharma. Their old habits took over 
–– they wanted to do the “cost-free 
business” again. However, just when 
they were thinking about doing this, 
eight of them had the same dream on 
the very same night instructing them 
not to kill, not to set places on fi re and 
not to rob. They talked to one another 
about it the following day and realized 
they all had the same dream. After that 
dream, they dared not to get involved 
with that kind of business again. But 
these people idled about all day long. 
If they did not have money, they could 
not survive. Therefore, I opened up an 
insurance company. What was it like? 
It was an insurance company, which 
actually lost money. I employed and 
paid these eight people. Now, all eight 
of them had a proper occupation. They 
no longer engaged in the “cost-free 
business” anymore. They often helped 
others and have become vegetarians.
Helen Woo: I was right there when 
this happened. I would like to make 
a few comments. While Shifu was 
lecturing, suddenly I saw a group of 
young people came in. They did not 
bow to the Buddha but just stood there. 
How strange! Why did so many young 
people come in all of the sudden? I did 
not know why the Master suddenly 
said that he was going to hold a refuge 
ceremony and why he told them, “I do 
not casually do the refuge ceremony 
for people. If you take refuge with me, 
you must not kill, commit arson, or 
rob people!”

I thought it was quite strange: 
These people wanted to take refuge. 
Why did Shifu talk to them so seriously 
and so sternly? I did not understand 
why Shifu said what he said. What 

happened later, Shifu already told you 
a moment ago. What I want to relate 
to you was the infl uence this refuge 
ceremony had brought.

San Francisco’s Chinatown in the 
U.S. is the biggest place of gathering 
for overseas Chinese people. It is an 
extremely famous place. The overseas 
Chinese live near Chinatown and 
make a living from businesses such 
as tourism and restaurants. After the 
Golden Dragon incident, the news 
was broadcast by the U.S. news media. 
The entire Chinatown then became a 
ghost town, where no visitor dared to 
come and became really quiet for about 
half a year or so. Basically, people did 
not dare to come and many stores shut 
down their business due to the fear that 
these gangsters would take revenge and 
have a big fi ght again. So, up to now, 
Shifu has saved countless numbers of 
overseas Chinese in San Francisco. I 
believe that even if not directly, people 
have indirectly received the Master’s 
infl uence. Many people were not 
aware of how Shifu had imperceptibly 
saved so many people. This was what 
I specifi cally wanted to share with 
everyone today.          
    

 (Note: There is a saying, “Cast 
down the butcher’s knife, and 
immediately achieve Buddhahood.” 
The sincere willingness to reform 
of the eight members of the China 
Youth gang infl uenced even Helen 
Woo. Originally Upasika Woo had 
been unable to become completely 
vegetarian; however, upon discovering 
that these young people had all become 
vegetarians, she felt ashamed and 
decided to become a vegetarian herself 
the very next day. The detailed account 
may be found in the article “Try your 
best” in Vajra Bodhi Sea, volume 294, 
November 1994.)                         


