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By “guided” the Buddha means that when he sees a living being, he assesses 
what that being likes, and then he speaks an appropriate Dharma for him. 
If the being likes Great Vehicle Dharma, the Buddha speaks Great Vehicle 
Dharma. If he likes Lesser Vehicle Dharma, the Buddha speaks Lesser Vehicle 
Dharma for him. If he has the faculties of a Hearer, the Buddha speaks the 
Dharma of the Four Truths for him. If he has the faculties of One Enlightened 
by Conditions, the Buddha will speak the Dharma of the Twelve Causes 
and Conditions for him. For Bodhisattvas, he speaks the Dharma of the 
Six Paramitas and the myriad practices. Meeting with living beings with all 
different kinds of faculties, he speaks all different kinds of Dharmas for them. 
In general, “guided” means he directed and led them. “Benefi ted” means he 
did things to help them.

Shakyamuni Buddha, uncountable great kalpas ago, had already become 
a Buddha. Therefore, the Bodhisattva disciples he has taken across are so 
many. They fi ll up empty space throughout the trichiliocosm. In the Dharma 
Flower Sutra, this is the “opening of the provisional to reveal the actual.” He 
tells when he actually became a Buddha. But the time was so long ago, there 
is no way to calculate it. This is spoken in the Dharma Flower Sutra.

The most wonderful and the longest Sutra spoken by Shakyamuni 
Buddha is the Great Means Expansive Buddha Flower Adornment Sutra. That 
Sutra was requested from the Dragon Palace by Dragon Tree (Nagarjuna) 
Bodhisattva. That’s why we are now able to encounter that Sutra.

The Dharma Flower Sutra has been explained to the sixteenth chapter. 
There are twelve chapters left. I believe the lecture series will be completed 
soon. After we are fi nished, if you are not afraid of its great length and are 
not afraid you will fail to understand it, we will explain the Flower Adornment 
Sutra. If you are afraid of its great length, then you don’t have to listen. If 
you are afraid it will be too much for you, then don’t listen. If you think “I 
only need to study a little Buddhadharma, and that’s enough,” then you don’t 
need to listen. But if you are not afraid of studying more Buddhadharma, 
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then you can come to listen. I believe that at least one of my disciples will 
not fear its being too much. She has such a good memory that if she gets a 
chance to remember more, that will be even better. If you are not afraid of 
there being too much, you can use your prajna-brains, your computer, to 
remember it. Don’t fear it being too big or too extensive. And don’t fear the 
length of time it will take. Consider how long it took Shakyamuni Buddha 
to become a Buddha—an incalculable amount of time—and he did not fear 
its being too long. I believe a big Bodhimanda [monastery] is being prepared 
to be the Flower Adornment Bodhimanda. 

There are very few places in the world where the Flower Adornment 
Sutra is taught. Those who explain the Flower Adornment Sutra are few, 
but the wonderful advantages of the Flower Adornment Sutra are many. 
Today I spoke just a few sentences in praise of the Flower Adornment, and 
the translator got so upset, he broke out in a sweat. I’ll tell you that I never 
heard the Flower Adornment Sutra lectured, because there are not many 
people who can explain it.

“Well, how can you lecture on it if you’ve never heard it lectured on?” 
you wonder. I cannot not lecture it just because I haven’t heard it. There are 
many things I haven’t heard. If it’s the case that such things can’t be done 
by oneself, then one might just as well become a stone person. If you want 
to study the Buddhadharma, you must eat your fi ll of the Buddhadharma. 
In order to eat your fi ll, you must eat the Buddhadharma of the Flower 
Adornment. If you don’t investigate the Flower Adornment, then you won’t 
know of the Buddha’s true blessings and honor. The Buddha’s true blessings 
and honor are the Flower Adornment Sutra. I’m now giving you this little bit 
of information. After the big Bodhimanda is accomplished and I’m happy, 
I will transmit the big Dharma, the bountiful Dharma, to you.

I’ll tell you a tale now. Although I’ve never heard the Flower Adornment 
Sutra lectured before, I myself have lectured it many times. But not in the 
present; I lectured it in the past. How am I able to know how to lecture on 
it? Because there are some exceptionally fi ne writings about it, especially 
those of National Master Qing Liang. I really like them; I have tremendous 
affi nities with those writings. I read them once and will never forget them; 
I can’t forget them. That’s because I don’t want to be like a professor who 
lectures from his book, holding his book and copying things out. And so 
I am capable of explaining the Sutra to you. I’ll tell you another tale. If I 
forget, National Master Qing Liang will remind me in a dream, saying, 
“That sentence goes like this...” He will say:

 Opening and disclosing the mysterious and subtle;
 Understanding and exposing the mind and its states.
 Fathoming the principle and exhausting the nature,
 Penetrating the result, which includes the cause.

Then I will remember it.

To be continued


