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In Sweet Spring 
               the Buds 
                   of Youth 
                          Sprout

Though we couldn’t say that we’ve 
upheld the precepts very diligently,  we 
did respectfully follow the teachings of 
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. Others 
have said: “The teachings of Venerable 
Master Hsuan Hua are obsolescent. 
The modern society doesn’t need to 
learn these old teachings anymore. 
What is the use of upholding so many 
precepts?” A lot of people view us as 
being too old-fashioned. They say: 
“The old ways should be modernized 
to take up new ways. The new Buddhist 
teachings should not require people 
to uphold precepts; only convenient 
methods can attract people to learn 
Buddhism.”

Those that don’t understand and 
don’t practice Buddhism will believe 
those sayings and keep a distance from 
our monastery. They will go and seek 
places that they think will teach them 
using convenient methods.

To vigilantly follow the Master’s 
teachings, we currently hold a Sutra-
study class every Sunday. We’ve held 
this Sutra-studying class since 1994; 
at present, there are more than 400 
children enrolled. Their ages range 
from toddlers to teenagers. Some 
college students attend it too.
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In 2003, a group decided to 
contribute and establish a preschool for 
children ages four to six. The tuition 
fee is whatever amount the parents 
want to contribute. The volunteer 
faculty are all experienced teachers. 
The teachers only accept small fees to 
pay for their gas. The point of this is to 
let the parents realize that our mission 
is not for fame or money, but to let the 
children grow up to be moral, fi lial, 
and appreciative people.

If the parents accept our academic 
purpose and trust the way we teach, 
they will bring their children here. In 
our fi rst year in 2003, twelve students 
attended. Twenty students attended in 
the second year. This year, we have 44 
students. All these students ages four 
to six attend these classes for three 
years – learning Buddhism, The Great 
Learning (one of the Four Classics), 
Confucian Analects (another one of 
the Four Classics), and basic teachings 
such as these. Due to the principles 
taught in these lessons, the parents 
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need not worry about their children 
confronting societal problems. And 
the children will have more wisdom to 
face the complicated environments in 
society. 

This is the reason Venerable 
Master Hsuan Hua emphasized the 
importance of morals as the foundation 
of education. The starting point for 
all human beings is this foundation. 
Once the foundation is solid, it is not 
easy to get hurt when fully grown. It is 
just like an acorn that grows up to be a 
mighty oak tree after careful irrigation 
and nourishment. The leaves will be 
lush and green and provide shade for 
other living beings. As long as they 
have a good foundation in education 
and achieve their spiritual cultivation, 
they will benefi t many people.

The Venerable Master wanted to 
educate not only monastics, but also 
lay people. Those with confi dence and 
good roots will come to learn. Those  
without good roots will not come 
because they will complain that there 
is no telephone or air conditioning, 
and that it is too hot to attend the 
ceremonies. We established a weeklong 
Buddhist camp for middle school and 
elementary school students. Some 
people say that the Buddhist camp 
shouldn’t be strict. It should be like 
other youth camps where all they do 
is fun and games. This is because they 
not only attend regular school, but 
they also attend tutoring and weekend 
classes. They never get a break from 
classes. There is always pressure on 
them to obtain fi rst place in their 
academics. They need to be better 
than others, or they will be looked 
down upon. Therefore, they already 
live a very stressful and hard-working 
life.

Education should not be focused 
on fame and power. It should be 
focused on morals and character. The 
purpose of education is for students 
to understand and realize the aim of 
becoming a proper human being. 
Some Dharma Masters and parents also 
suggested not making the curriculum 
too strict because the students cannot 
take it. When I hear such remarks, I 
reply: “If you think this way, then 
please take your kids to some other 
Buddhist camps. At this Buddhist 
camp, our basic requirement is that 
the students attend the morning and 
evening ceremonies and all Buddhist 
lectures. They must attend all three 
curriculums.” Therefore, at the 
beginning of the camp, all the students 
say that their parents forced them to 
come. But after the camp, if asked if 
they would attend this camp again, the 
students reply that they would.

I am overjoyed to hear this reply. 
When the students get up at 4 a.m. to 
attend the morning ceremony, they do 
not feel tired because children adapt 
easily to their environment. It is only 
that parents these days spoil them too 
much. They are afraid that the children 
will be too tired and work too hard. 
But this will only hinder them from 
developing their 
full potentials. 
If we spoil 
the children, 
they will not 
learn anything. 
Therefore, when 
the children 
are here, they 
learn what it 
is like to live a 
proper life with 
discipline and 

correct beliefs. If we don’t instill these 
correct rules of behavior and basic 
knowledge, they will not have the 
chance to understand what proper 
behavior is. Although this seems hard 
to learn, it is not. Once they do learn 
it, it allows them to adapt to different 
environments in society, because they 
are able to handle hardships. The 
Dharma Masters and teachers put in so 
much effort in order to vigilantly follow 
the Venerable Master’s teachings. We all 
need to be grateful for the Venerable 
Master’s blessings.

All these accomplishments are 
the results of the wise guidance and 
hard work of many Dharma Masters 
and teachers. The success is not due 
to one person alone. It is due to the 
combination of the leadership of the 
Dharma Masters and the cooperation 
of the lay people. Both sides learn 
a lot from each other in the process. 
For example, the temple called 
Prajna Guanyin Sagely Monastery is 
always thriving because of everyone’s 
support and great efforts. The temple 
is a success, but it does not mean that 
your cultivation is a success. I hope 
everyone will cultivate as vigorously as 
the temple is thriving.
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