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Commentary:

Maitreya Bodhisattva and the others, the Great Bodhisattvas, all said to
the Buddha—they simultaneously said to the Buddha—"World Honored
One, those world systems, that large number of them you just now described,
would be limitless and boundless, beyond calculation. There would be
no way to use numbers to calculate them. And they would be beyond the
power of the mind to know; nor is this something that the ordinary mind
can comprehend.

All the Hearers and Pratyekabuddhas—the Hearers and Those
Enlightened by Conditions—using their nonoutflow wisdom, by means of
their wisdom devoid of afflictions and outflows, still could not conceive of
them. Although their wisdom is quite lofty, they have no way to know this
number. They cannot know their limit or number. They can’t know the
reaches of this calculation. There is no certain number that can represent them.
There is no way to know exactly how many they are.

“We now dwell on the ground of avaivartika. We abide on the ground
of no retreat.” Avaivartika is Sanskrit and is translated as “the ground of no
retreat.” “No retreat” means:

1. Their position was irreversible. They would not retreat to the Two
Vehicles.

2. Their conduct was irreversible. They would not retreat to the
conduct of those of the Two Vehicles.

3. Their mindfulness was irreversible. They would not retreat to the

thoughts of those of the Two Vehicles.

But we cannot comprehend this matter. We can’t figure out this number;
we can't understand this event. World Honored One, such world systems
would be limitless and boundless. The World Honored One spoke of so
many worlds. They have no bounds and no limit.

AucusT 2008 VaJra BopHI SEA 7



By - HSESKEER : ZEBF | S8
DPEELE - FHUER - EEMER
RES  BURE : —BE—3) - R
Bk - EBRIETREBIEHE
) -

TR o PR ORERER ¢ AEE
g - BsAFEfh ST e P EE )
REER > TH#HERT | SEHOVER
W IR AIE ST L RFIAES
HIENS ? REEE T BAETRIRIE A K
EEiisEn!

FRERETIS > HEEE R ANEE
HLUREE ) ERRAHEGEES
TSR BTN —RIEERY - BB
70 7 T RS E P A e 26 fr [
I FORATCN —RIBEERY - B
AN —REEERY R AT N — Rz e
) > FHEEE SRR IR > M
CER S - T —EE—E - ki
LK - AR 1 T A AR A ] g
By ke o E R EDK
ATE BAEEGIREEAE - CASHEE
M - ILEEBEE S T EET
SEEH R tPTEnRE) > B RAREH |

BIEER - RBREUREHR  REH
it MREFREETRFBIBLAERK
B - SRIRE -

TEREEK - AR Bk
b, - BIEHMER P EIRAE - T
A E B IR > 2T
AR o BANBAEE (A FUAGRIE A
o4 > TIRRRERER T EEHD ER AT
R - SERIR A ) AEHAAYTHES -
BAfG — ARG L - A2 THE
FHO EE At e TR 26 B 8 1 > AR I
A5k AMER ~ AN - 2K
EA YR A - 5 s PR
> S AHA R - SO

8 EmMERE =0O0O/NF/NA

Sutra:

At that time the Buddha spoke to the great hosts of Bodhisattvas, saying,
“Good men, I shall now explain this clearly for you. If all these world
systems—whether a dust mote was deposited in them or not—were
reduced to dust motes, and if each dust mote was an eon, the time that
has passed since I became a Buddha would exceed even that by hundreds
of thousands of myriads of kotis of nayutas of asamkhnyeyas of eons.

Commentary:

At that time the Buddha spoke to the great hosts of Bodhisattvas.
Shakyamuni Buddha spoke to the multitude of Great Bodhisattvas, saying,
“Good men, I shall now explain this clearly for you. Isn’t it the case that
you don’t understand? Don’t worry. Now I will clearly tell you.

If all these numberless world systems, whether a dust mote was
deposited in them or not—this includes all the worlds in which a dust
particle was dropped as well as the five hundred thousand myriads of nayutas
of asamkhyeyas of lands where a mote of dust was not dropped—now, if all
those many worlds, both those lands where a mote of dust was dropped in
the land and those where one was not, were taken and ground together and
reduced to fine dust motes, and if each dust mote were counted as an eon,
a great kalpa, the time that has passed since I became a Buddha, from
the time [ realized the Buddha-Way to now, would exceed even that. That
number is even more than the number I have just described, by hundreds
of thousands of myriads of kotis of nayutas of asamkhyeyas of eons.
The time since I became a Buddha is longer than this calculation of time
by hundreds of thousands of myriads of koris of nayutas of asamkhyeyas of

eons.

Sutra:

“From that time on, I have always remained in the Saha world, speaking
the Dharma to teach and transform beings. Also, in other places, in
hundreds of thousands of myriads of kotis of nayutas of asamkhyeyas
of lands, I have guided and benefited living beings.”

Commentary:

From that time on, to now, I have always remained in the Saha world.
I have always been in this Saha world speaking the Dharma to teach and
transform beings. I have been speaking Dharma for living beings, teaching
and transforming all living beings. Not only have I been teaching and
transforming living beings in this Saha world, but also in other places. I go
elsewhere to speak the Dharma for living beings. In hundreds of thousands
of myriads of kotis of nayutas of asamkhyeyas of lands, I have guided and
benefited living beings. I use all kinds of methods, not fearing suffering,
not fearing difficulty, to teach and transform living beings.”
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