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!‘ﬂ}“ Amitabha Sutra, the sound of Amitabha Buddha’s

"“*\holy name filled the air, spreading the message of

h compassion throughout the world to cross over the
souls of the victims of disasters.

The recent major earthquake that struck Sichuan,
instantly took the lives of tens of thousands of people
and destroyed countless houses and buildings. The
scenes of the disaster area are too miserable to
view. The world was also shocked by the deaths and
damage left in the wake of the hurricane and flood
that struck Burma. Tornadoes also caused many
Americans to lose their loved ones and homes.
Disasters caused not only loss of life and property
damage but also serious trauma and fright deep in
the victims’ hearts that will take a long time to heal.

The Venerable Master fully understood that the

~fundamental
cause of disasters
in the world lies
? in the decline of
morality, which
allows negative
energy to fill the

Amitabha Session to Liberate the Deceased -

To Commemorate the 1 §th Armiversarg of
\/enerable Master Hua s Nirvana

11V1ng and thus i increasing the
: WS positive energy in the world.
- h &= 7, that way, all calamities will
ar, people will live happily, and the world

w1ll be peaceful. During the thirteen years after the

Venerable Master’s entering nirvana, DRBA has
followed his teaching and advanced towards this goal.
Just before the anniversary of the Venerable Master’s
Nirvana this year, disasters struck Sichuan, Burma and
other places; DRBA thus held the Amitabha recitation
session to help the victims in lieu of the traditional
memorial ceremony. May the merits of the recitation
quell the enmity of the deceased, and by the virtue
of Amitabha Buddha’s kindness and vows, may the
deceased be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.

Over a thousand faithful participated in the Pass-
ing of Offerings Ceremony before noon, and the
crowd filled up the dining halls and Daoyuan Hall at
lunch while two Dharma Masters and the Abbot shared
their experiences of the Venerable Master’s deeds
with the assembly. After lunch the Hall of No Words
was open for the public to pay respect to the sharira
of Shakyamuni Buddha as well as Venerable Mas-
ters Xu Yun and Hsuan Hua. The Amitabha recitation
session resumed
at 1:30 p.m. and
finished with the
Great Transfer-
cnce ateOsS0%in
the evening.
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