
46

Huei Ong

Kouoi

On Thursday, June 12, the Boys Divi-
sion of  Developing Virtue Secondary
School (DVSS) and Instilling Good-
ness Elementary School held its Com-
mencement Ceremony in Daoyuan
Hall. On June 13, the Girls Division
of  the schools held its Commencement
Ceremony in Wonderful Words Hall.

At the Boys Commencement, Mr.
Doug Powers, member of  the Board
of  Education, encouraged the gradu-
ates to draw from the lessons in integ-
rity and honesty learned at our school,
as they deal with the many challenges
they will inevitably meet in their lives.
Mr. Powers also asked the audience of
over 150 parents, teachers, alumni, and
guests to acknowledge the outstanding
work of  Mr. Bostick, who has served

2008 Graduation of Developing Virtue Secondary School



JULY 2008  VAJRA BODHI SEA  47

as principal of  the Boys Division for the
last six years and helped lead the school
to its achievement of  full accreditation
by the Western Association of  Schools
and Colleges (WASC). Mr. Bostick re-
ceived a well-deserved standing ovation.

At the Girls Commencement,
Dharma Master Heng Liang, represent-
ing the Board of Education, addressed
the definition of success. Does it refer
only to financial and material success?
She concluded:

“Those of  us who are here today are
among the first in the history of  the
world to have been able to look back and
see our own planet.  And from this event
we have experienced a global epiphany
as to the fragile, precious beauty of the
world we live in; as to how the borders
that we create between countries exist
only in our minds; and how we are de-
stroying this beautiful planet—our only
home in the blackness of  space—
through our collective greed, hatred, and
ignorance. Now more than ever before,
true success for people and for all future
generations will be measured at least as
much in what we refrain from doing as
in what we do, at least as much in what
we preserve as in what we create, at least
as much in what we don’t consume as in

what we consume.”
Michael Lan, who graduated from

the boys division of  DVS in 1998, talked
about the nine students who made up
his graduating class: four have acquired
B.A.’s, three M.A.’s, and two are com-
pleting Ph.D’s. His point was that in ad-
dition to developing lives of  character
and integrity, all enjoy successful careers.

Huei Ong, who graduated from the
girls division of  DVS in 2004 and also
from Columbia University this year,
counseled the girls on the importance of
virtue: “By cultivating virtue, our hearts
are alive and we will be happy. If  your
heart is strong, then when trouble arises
you will be able to face it.”

At the Boys Commencement,
Dharma Master Heng Lyu, the abbot of
the City of 10,000 Buddhas, emphasized
the compass ion exempl i f ied  by
vegetarianism. Mrs. Kouoi, who flew in
from Paris, France, talked about how
grateful she was that her son, Davy, was
able to attend DVSS.

In Mr. Bostick’s keynote address, he
advised the graduates to pursue a career
that truly accords with what they like and
find fulfilling. To discover the vocation
or career that one really enjoys, one must
not only take courses in the field, but also

talk to people who are in that field. Mr.
Bostick also talked about the importance
of  maintaining personal integrity in one’s
daily life.

At the Girls Commencement,
Dharma Master Heng Chih spoke to the
graduating seniors about the way to face
challenges as they pursue higher
education. Ms. Jennifer Ackley, the se-
nior English teacher, described the per-
sonal traits of  each of  the seniors and
read excerpts from their essays on the
virtue of  humility. Mr. Chung, father of
graduate Michelle Chung, expressed his
appreciation to the Sangha and the fac-
ulty for providing a wholesome educa-
tion to the students, and thanked the
kitchen staff  for feeding them healthy
vegetarian meals day in and day out.

Finally the students gave their
speeches. Three of  the six boys decided
to not use their prepared speeches, but
to speak “off the cuff” and from the
heart. The other three also gave moving
speeches. Several talks caused the parents
and others in the audience to be moved
to tears. Of  the six graduates, Ricky
Lopez will attend Chabot College and
then transfer to one of  the University of
California (UC) or California State Uni-
versity (CSU) campuses. Roel Meyers will
attend Santa Rosa Junior College (SRJC)
and also plans to transfer to one of the
UC or CSU campuses. Although Davy
Kouoi was accepted at University of
Georgia and Richmond University, he
will also be attending SRJC initially for
financial reasons. Bobby Tang has been
wait-listed for John Hopkins University
and Oberlin College and will know their
decisions in early July. Richard Zhu is at-
tending UC-San Diego, and Chris Zhao
is attending San Jose State University.

At the Girls Commencement, every
senior made a point of thanking their
parents for giving them the opportunity
to attend this school, and for supporting
them through challenging times. Grace
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Jeng, who will be attending University of
California—Los Angeles (UCLA), gave
a humorous account of the unique ex-
periences offered at our school – from
late night studying to ushering and
recycling, and of  how it is not “cool” to
be idle when others are helping out.
Michelle Chung, who was accepted to
three CSUs but decided to attend

The Education Teaching of the Venerable Master Hua

 All mankind will one day be annihilated. The extinction of  the human race won’t be caused by earthquakes or other
 natural or  manmade disasters. Rather, it will happen because people will gradually forget about morality.

     In the past, people studied in order to understand the principles. Nowadays, people are studying for the sake of  fame and profit.

   We are running schools for the sake of  recruiting students. What kind of  students? Those who are wise and
   intelligent. Does   that mean we don’t accept dull students? No, we cannot overlook them either. We must also
  t h i n k  o f  way s  t o  a c t i va t e  t h e i r  i n h e r e n t  w i s d o m .  T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  g o a l s  o f  o u r  s ch o o l .

    In setting up schools, I am not only perpetuating the Buddhas’ wisdom, I am also perpetuating the wisdom of  living
   beings. If  we can run the schools well, the students who graduate from our schools in the future will
   understand how to deal with society, and they will be able to influence the society to reform its customs.

Mendocino College first,
mentioned her favorite
activity of  visiting the el-
ders in nursing homes.
Virginia Chung will be
attending University of
California—Berkeley.
Ming Ming Sun, who was
also accepted to several
UCs, CSUs, and Cal Poly
Universities, also decided
to first attend Santa
Monica Community College for finan-
cial reasons.

We are all proud of  this year’s gradu-
ating class. They are all exemplars of  the
primary purpose of  the school, which is
to help the students to become people
of  good character.
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