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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
PATRIARCHS OF THE FIFTIETH GENERATION:
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Dhyana Master Shen Jing

(The Fiftieth Generation of Patriarchs)

EANLABEA—ANELEFQ HmH
LECTURED BY THE VENERABLE MASTER ON APRIL 24, 1985
TRANSLATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSLATION INSTITUTE
45 ZT#% REVISED VERSION

Text :

The Master was from the District of Wen. He was the dharma heir of
Dhyana Master Yuan Miao of Zhongzhu (Middle India) Monastery. He
ascended the hall and spoke: “Dragons give birth to dragons; phoenixes
give birth to phoenixes; baby mice dig holes along the streets, and Great
Master Bodhidharma doesn’t know how to sit in dhyana meditation.
He traveled around the states of Wei and Liang: a lot of action, but no
result.”

He entered the hall and spoke again, “The wind whistles; the leaves
flutter; the clouds gather; the water is boundless. Standing alone by the
river, having no one to talk with; flying in the sky are few rows of wild
geese.”

The characteristics and conduct of the Master were lofty and superior.
He often communicated with his fellow cultivator, Dhyana Master Yun
Zhong of Lingyin Monastery.

He deeply sighed that during the Dharma-ending age, it was hard to
find the right person. Looking everywhere, there was no one who could
be the right Shramana. As a result, he did not transmit the Dharma, so the
Yunmen School ended with this Master.

Commentary:
Dhyana Master Shen Jing of Yi-An Monastery was the Patriarch of the Fiftieth
Generation. This Dhyana Master was a person with profound experience and
qualifications. He terminated the tradition of the patriarchs. Why was that?
Take a look at him. He even scolded Great Master Bodhidharma. He set up a
new style to show that he was different and that he himself knew how to sit in
dhyana meditation, whereas Great Master Bodhidharma didn’t know.
Actually, Great Master Bodhidharma was an Indian who came to China
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as a pioneer. That was not an easy thing to do. He didn’t know the Chinese
language, and the transportation was not convenient. Therefore, there were
a lot of things he could not do. Although the situation was like this, he was
still willing to travel many places to try to find opportunities. He looked
here and there, but couldn’t find anything. As a result, he went to sit facing
a wall. Great Master Bodhidharma faced the wall because that was the only
method he could use. Why? He didn’t know the language, so he could only
sit in meditation.

What is meditation? Actually, Chan is nothing special. Eating, wearing
clothes, and sleeping could all be the practice of Chan. When you inhale
and exhale, that’s also Chan. There is nothing that is not Chan and there
is nothing that is Chan. Perhaps this Dhyana Master thought highly of
himself, so he looked down on everyone else. He would rather terminate
the Yunmen School than pass it on.

This person must have had a great temper. Look at him; he even dared
to scold Patriarch Bodhidharma and to criticize him as not knowing Chan.
Actually, Patriarch Bodhidharma was destined to be the first patriarch of
China. No matter who scolded him, he was still the first patriarch. It doesn’t
matter. It’s just like people talking about the sun. If you say that the sun is
not bright, it still shines the same way.

Perhaps this Dhyana Master was bored. He scolded heaven, people, and
the patriarchs. It was as if he had nothing to do and went looking for things
to do just to be occupied. In fact, he just set up a new style to show that
he was special and wanted to say something different. Since Great Master
Bodhidharma was a Chan patriarch, everybody was aware that he knew
how to sit in dhyana meditation. This Master purposely said the Patriarch
didn’t know how to sit, intending to prove that he was the one who knew
how to sit, so that people would believe more in the Master.

It’s just like when people scold me and say that I am wrong in this and
not right in that. Since there are things wrong with me, of course they are
right. It’s like one of my disciples, Guo Hai, who says how poor I am as
a teacher and how he doesnt admire me. Because he doesn’t admire his
Master, many people say that his virtue and morality must be higher than
those of his Master’s. So, they believe in him. That’s why I am making him
learn Chinese. Thus, he won’t look down on his Chinese teacher while he
speaks nothing in Chinese. Am I correct?

So thedialect Dhyana Master Shen Jing spoke was difficult to understand.
When I was ordained at Putuo Mountain, the master overseeing the hall
was also from the district of Wen. He started lecturing, “Xin ga Ah! Ba ba
ba...” For more than one hour, I couldn’t even understand a word except
“xin ga”, which means “the new preceptees”. When he was lecturing, even
though you couldn’t understand anything, you still had to respectfully sit
still. The Great Master Yong Jia was also from the district of Wen, so was
my Lecture Hall Master Yao Chuan. He wore a high hat and sat there

giving us a lecture. He lectured every day. £3To be continued
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