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Dhyana Master Shen Jing                                    
(The Fiftieth Generation of Patriarchs)

Text :
The Master was from the District of Wen. He was the dharma heir of 
Dhyana Master Yuan Miao of Zhongzhu (Middle India) Monastery. He 
ascended the hall and spoke: “Dragons give birth to dragons; phoenixes 
give birth to phoenixes; baby mice dig holes along the streets, and Great 
Master Bodhidharma doesn’t know how to sit in dhyana meditation. 
He traveled around the states of Wei and Liang: a lot of action, but no 
result.”

He entered the hall and spoke again, “The wind whistles; the leaves 
fl utter; the clouds gather; the water is boundless. Standing alone by the 
river, having no one to talk with; fl ying in the sky are few rows of wild 
geese.”

The characteristics and conduct of the Master were lofty and superior. 
He often communicated with his fellow cultivator, Dhyana Master Yun 
Zhong of Lingyin Monastery.

He deeply sighed that during the Dharma-ending age, it was hard to 
fi nd the right person. Looking everywhere, there was no one who could 
be the right Shramana. As a result, he did not transmit the Dharma, so the 
Yunmen School ended with this Master.

Commentary:
Dhyana Master Shen Jing of Yi-An Monastery was the Patriarch of the Fiftieth 
Generation. This Dhyana Master was a person with profound experience and 
qualifi cations. He terminated the tradition of the patriarchs. Why was that? 
Take a look at him. He even scolded Great Master Bodhidharma. He set up a 
new style to show that he was different and that he himself knew how to sit in 
dhyana meditation, whereas Great Master Bodhidharma didn’t know.

Actually, Great Master Bodhidharma was an Indian who came to China 

 To be continued

as a pioneer. That was not an easy thing to do. He didn’t know the Chinese 
language, and the transportation was not convenient. Therefore, there were 
a lot of things he could not do. Although the situation was like this, he was 
still willing to travel many places to try to fi nd opportunities. He looked 
here and there, but couldn’t fi nd anything. As a result, he went to sit facing 
a wall. Great Master Bodhidharma faced the wall because that was the only 
method he could use. Why? He didn’t know the language, so he could only 
sit in meditation.

What is meditation? Actually, Chan is nothing special. Eating, wearing 
clothes, and sleeping could all be the practice of Chan. When you inhale 
and exhale, that’s also Chan. There is nothing that is not Chan and  there 
is nothing that is Chan. Perhaps this Dhyana Master thought highly of 
himself, so he looked down on everyone else. He would rather terminate 
the Yunmen School than pass it on. 

This person must have had a great temper. Look at him; he even dared 
to scold Patriarch Bodhidharma and to criticize him as not knowing Chan. 
Actually, Patriarch Bodhidharma was destined to be the fi rst patriarch of 
China. No matter who scolded him, he was still the fi rst patriarch. It doesn’t 
matter. It’s just like people talking about the sun. If you say that the sun is 
not bright, it still shines the same way.

Perhaps this Dhyana Master was bored. He scolded heaven, people, and 
the patriarchs. It was as if he had nothing to do and went looking for things 
to do just to be occupied. In fact, he just set up a new style to show that 
he was special and wanted to say something different. Since Great Master 
Bodhidharma was a Chan patriarch, everybody was aware that he knew 
how to sit in dhyana meditation. This Master purposely said the Patriarch 
didn’t know how to sit, intending to prove that he was the one who knew 
how to sit, so that people would believe more in the Master.

It’s just like when people scold me and say that I am wrong in this and 
not right in that. Since there are things wrong with me, of course they are 
right. It’s like one of my disciples, Guo Hai, who says how poor I am as 
a teacher and how he doesn’t admire me. Because he doesn’t admire his 
Master, many people say that his virtue and morality must be higher than 
those of his Master’s. So, they believe in him. That’s why I am making him 
learn Chinese. Thus, he won’t look down on his Chinese teacher while he 
speaks nothing in Chinese. Am I correct? 

So the dialect Dhyana Master Shen Jing spoke was diffi cult to understand. 
When I was ordained at Putuo Mountain, the master overseeing the hall 
was also from the district of Wen. He started lecturing, “Xin ga Ah! Ba ba 
ba…” For more than one hour, I couldn’t even understand a word except 
“xin ga”, which means “the new preceptees”. When he was lecturing, even 
though you couldn’t understand anything, you still had to respectfully sit 
still. The Great Master Yong Jia was also from the district of Wen, so was 
my Lecture Hall Master Yao Chuan. He wore a high hat and sat there 
giving us a lecture. He lectured every day.  



12 JULY 2008 VAJRA BODHI SEA        13

Biographies

LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
PATRIARCHS OF THE FIFTIETH GENERATION:

LECTURED BY THE VENERABLE MASTER ON APRIL 24, 1985

TRANSLATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSLATION  INSTITUTE  

REVISED VERSION

 

Dhyana Master Shen Jing                                    
(The Fiftieth Generation of Patriarchs)

Text :
The Master was from the District of Wen. He was the dharma heir of 
Dhyana Master Yuan Miao of Zhongzhu (Middle India) Monastery. He 
ascended the hall and spoke: “Dragons give birth to dragons; phoenixes 
give birth to phoenixes; baby mice dig holes along the streets, and Great 
Master Bodhidharma doesn’t know how to sit in dhyana meditation. 
He traveled around the states of Wei and Liang: a lot of action, but no 
result.”

He entered the hall and spoke again, “The wind whistles; the leaves 
fl utter; the clouds gather; the water is boundless. Standing alone by the 
river, having no one to talk with; fl ying in the sky are few rows of wild 
geese.”

The characteristics and conduct of the Master were lofty and superior. 
He often communicated with his fellow cultivator, Dhyana Master Yun 
Zhong of Lingyin Monastery.

He deeply sighed that during the Dharma-ending age, it was hard to 
fi nd the right person. Looking everywhere, there was no one who could 
be the right Shramana. As a result, he did not transmit the Dharma, so the 
Yunmen School ended with this Master.

Commentary:
Dhyana Master Shen Jing of Yi-An Monastery was the Patriarch of the Fiftieth 
Generation. This Dhyana Master was a person with profound experience and 
qualifi cations. He terminated the tradition of the patriarchs. Why was that? 
Take a look at him. He even scolded Great Master Bodhidharma. He set up a 
new style to show that he was different and that he himself knew how to sit in 
dhyana meditation, whereas Great Master Bodhidharma didn’t know.

Actually, Great Master Bodhidharma was an Indian who came to China 

 To be continued

as a pioneer. That was not an easy thing to do. He didn’t know the Chinese 
language, and the transportation was not convenient. Therefore, there were 
a lot of things he could not do. Although the situation was like this, he was 
still willing to travel many places to try to fi nd opportunities. He looked 
here and there, but couldn’t fi nd anything. As a result, he went to sit facing 
a wall. Great Master Bodhidharma faced the wall because that was the only 
method he could use. Why? He didn’t know the language, so he could only 
sit in meditation.

What is meditation? Actually, Chan is nothing special. Eating, wearing 
clothes, and sleeping could all be the practice of Chan. When you inhale 
and exhale, that’s also Chan. There is nothing that is not Chan and  there 
is nothing that is Chan. Perhaps this Dhyana Master thought highly of 
himself, so he looked down on everyone else. He would rather terminate 
the Yunmen School than pass it on. 

This person must have had a great temper. Look at him; he even dared 
to scold Patriarch Bodhidharma and to criticize him as not knowing Chan. 
Actually, Patriarch Bodhidharma was destined to be the fi rst patriarch of 
China. No matter who scolded him, he was still the fi rst patriarch. It doesn’t 
matter. It’s just like people talking about the sun. If you say that the sun is 
not bright, it still shines the same way.

Perhaps this Dhyana Master was bored. He scolded heaven, people, and 
the patriarchs. It was as if he had nothing to do and went looking for things 
to do just to be occupied. In fact, he just set up a new style to show that 
he was special and wanted to say something different. Since Great Master 
Bodhidharma was a Chan patriarch, everybody was aware that he knew 
how to sit in dhyana meditation. This Master purposely said the Patriarch 
didn’t know how to sit, intending to prove that he was the one who knew 
how to sit, so that people would believe more in the Master.

It’s just like when people scold me and say that I am wrong in this and 
not right in that. Since there are things wrong with me, of course they are 
right. It’s like one of my disciples, Guo Hai, who says how poor I am as 
a teacher and how he doesn’t admire me. Because he doesn’t admire his 
Master, many people say that his virtue and morality must be higher than 
those of his Master’s. So, they believe in him. That’s why I am making him 
learn Chinese. Thus, he won’t look down on his Chinese teacher while he 
speaks nothing in Chinese. Am I correct? 

So the dialect Dhyana Master Shen Jing spoke was diffi cult to understand. 
When I was ordained at Putuo Mountain, the master overseeing the hall 
was also from the district of Wen. He started lecturing, “Xin ga Ah! Ba ba 
ba…” For more than one hour, I couldn’t even understand a word except 
“xin ga”, which means “the new preceptees”. When he was lecturing, even 
though you couldn’t understand anything, you still had to respectfully sit 
still. The Great Master Yong Jia was also from the district of Wen, so was 
my Lecture Hall Master Yao Chuan. He wore a high hat and sat there 
giving us a lecture. He lectured every day.  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




