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Remembering the Venerable Master’s
Lofty Example(II)

EXCERPT  FROM  VAJRA  STRIKES

ENGLISH TRANSLATED B Y BHIKSHUNI JIN GWANG
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Q1 [addressed to the Ven. Master]:
How come some people have dreams
about you even before they meet you? Is
it that they have affinities with you from
the past? Or is it that the Venerable Mas-
ter emits some light that makes people
dream about you?
A: I don’t have that much light, that much
gasoline. Cause and effect is the reason.
People have affinities with others. Those
who have deeper affinities with others
will recall impressions from their past.
These past affinities unveil themselves of
their own accord. Many people are de-
lighted to see me, especially children, who
will do everything that I tell them. In
Northeast China, without being told,
some teenagers used to prostrate, bow,
and do all kinds of things when they first
saw me. Some people would cry when
they saw me; some would be ecstatic.
When asked why it is that they cry, they
say they feel like children who have been
lost and apart from their parent for a long
time. They feel as if  they have finally
come home after years of  suffering. They
let out their pent-up angst and have a
good cry when they know they’ve come
home. There are many, many different
situations, but I don’t want to tell you
about them. If  I were to tell you, you all
would cry, too.

Q2: Are you talking about causes and
conditions from past lives when you
mentioned how people have seen you in
the past?
A: Possibly, who knows?
Q3: How come the Venerable Master
knows so many things?
A: When I want to know, I know
everything. When I don’t want to know,
I know nothing.
Q4: I have heard many people say that
cultivators are protected by many gods,
dragons, and Dharma protectors. Culti-
vators have many mystical experiences.
May I ask the Master what kind of  mys-
tical experiences or miracles you have
encountered?
A: I have encountered many miracles, but
I don’t know about the eightfold heav-
enly dragons, ninefold earth dragons, or
tenfold human dragons!
Q5: Has the Master seen ghosts before?
A: I will not answer questions like this.
Why? Because even if  I have, you haven’t
yet. If  I were to say that I haven’t, you
would still think that I have. So this is a
question that shouldn’t be answered.
Q6: Master, what were your greatest de-
light and greatest disappointment in the
past?
A: I enjoyed helping people the most. I
am most disappointed that I have lied,

that I have not done what I said I
would.
Q7: How come that bird sits in the
Master’s palm without flying away?
A: Because I have no thought of
killing.
Q8: Master, you made every one of
the ten thousand Buddhas images in
the Buddha Hall of  the City of  Ten
Thousand Buddhas!
A: It’s all in the past. Why mention
it?
Q9: How come the Master is always
telling people to recite the name of
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva?
A: Because demons are in power
while the Dharma is on a decline dur-
ing this Dharma-Ending Age, but
Guanshiyin Bodhisattva has a great
vow to rescue all living beings with
kindness and compassion.
Q10: How come we rarely see the
Venerable Master ride in a car at the
City of  Ten Thousand Buddhas?
A: Let’s not pollute the City’s air.
Q11: Master, why don’t you live in a
warmer room or turn on the heater
to keep warm?
A: I like being in a refrigerator.
Q12: Master, you get so many letters
every day. Do you collect the stamps
on those envelopes? They’ll become
valuable later on.
A: I don’t want money
Q13: Master, are you tired?
A: I might as well die from fatigue.
Q14 (by a disciple): Master, some-
one wants to become a monk, firstly
to repay the Buddha’s kindness, and
secondly to repay the Master’s
kindness. . .
A: I have lots of  disciples, but very
few really repay my kindness.
Q15: Today is Shakyamuni Buddha’s
Birthday. . .
A: All the gods and dragons of  the
eightfold division listen to me, but all
of  you who have taken refuge with
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me do not.
Q16: Why are some people afraid of  the
Venerable Master?
A: Because they have ghosts on them and
they’re ashamed; that’s why they’re
scared of me.
Venerable Master(17): The things that
you are doing will lead you to the hells.
Bhikshuni: Then what should I do?
A: I can save you. I’ll take on your retri-
bution for being in the hells.
Q18: Why does the Master say that he
has lots of offenses?
A: I often scold people. I have taken on
living beings’ offenses.
Q19: It just so happens that the third
week of  next month will be the Master’s
birthday. Could we hold a birthday cel-
ebration for you?
A: You could celebrate my birthday by
reciting the names of  Earth Store
Bodhisattva and Guanshiyin Bodhisattva
10,000 times every day. Can you do it?
That would be a real birthday celebration.
Birthdays are better left to the gods than
to people.
Q20: May our kind teacher live forever
to propagate the Buddhadharma and
universally save all sentient beings.
A: I am already dead.
Q21 (a disciple): We earnestly request
that the Venerable Master remain in the
world. (People expressed this on three
different occasions in 1990.)

A: I didn’t say I was leaving. This kind
of  thing is predetermined.
Q22 (a disciple): I would like to set up
a lengthening life plaque for the Vener-
able Master.
A: How can I help others if  I need other
people’s help?
Q23: Dharma Master, please tell us
where you will be going after your death?
A: There is nowhere to go.
Q24: I would like to make some offer-
ings to you, but I don’t know with what?
A: The best offering to me is the recita-
tion of  the Buddha’s name. To recite the
Buddha’s name sincerely is an offering
of sincerity; to recite the Buddha’s name
with a commitment to precepts is an of-
fering of  commitment to the precepts;
to recite the Buddha’s name with samadhi
is an offering of samadhi; to recite the
Buddha’s name with wisdom is an offer-
ing of wisdom.
Q25: In 1985, the Venerable Master was
training disciples to go up on stage to
lecture on the Sutras and give Dharma
talks. The Venerable Master only gave a
talk and an evaluation at the end. One
newly arrived disciple thought, “I’ve
come thousands of  miles from Taiwan
to the City of  Ten Thousand Buddhas
just so that I can hear the Venerable
Master’s Sutra lectures and Dharma talks;
but now the Venerable Master isn’t
speaking. It’s so unfair!” The Venerable
Master suddenly walked off  the stage and
went up to that disciple, saying, “Who
told you not to come earlier?”
Q26: Does everyone have the affinity to
become your disciple?
A: You have the affinity if  you are sincere.
Affinity will become no affinity if  you’re
insincere. No affinity will become affin-
ity if  you’re sincere.
Q27: What are the qualifications for be-
coming your disciple?
A: You must change yourself.
Q28 (by a disciple): How should we cul-
tivate once the Master leaves us?
A: You must enter the Sutras deeply. Do
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e v e r y t h i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
Buddhdharma. Cite from the Sutras
whenever you answer people’s questions
about the Buddhadharma.

Practicing Difficult Practices
and Enduring the Unendurable
--The Venerable Master’s Constant Efforts to
Liberate Living Beings

A TALK BY BHIKSHUNI HENG YI ON MAY 17, 2008 IN THE BUDDHA HALL AT THE
CITY OF TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS

 ENGLISH TRANSLATED BY SHRAMANERIKA JIN JING

Q29 (by a disciple): What things should
we be careful of  in the future?
A: Don’t make any predictions. Don’t
brag. Don’t be interested in fame and

fortune. Real cultivators appear dumb
though they’re extremely wise. They
don’t go around advertising how they
have saved so many people.
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