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Dhyana Master Ru Jing of Tiantong Monastery
(continued)                                     

“Understanding one sentence is worth more than ten billion taels.” This is 
referring to the kindness of one who bestows the Dharma. Therefore, if you 
believe in the Buddha, you “dare not shirk the work of offering the four 
necessities.” The four necessities are food, clothing, bedding, and medicine. 
How can one shirk the obligation of making offerings when the kindness of 
those who bestow the Dharma is too deep and too vast? The Buddha is the 
father and mother of our Dharma body. Therefore, it is said, “One is deserving 
of a meal worth ten thousand taels of gold.” If you have really realized the Way, 
you can eat a meal that is worth ten thousand taels  of gold, how much the 
more small offerings from  others.  That is why we talked about repaying the 
kindness of the patriarchs. “Even having one’s body smashed and pulverized 
into powder is still not suffi cient to repay their kindness.” Even if my body is 
pulverized and smashed into pieces, I still cannot fi nish repaying this kindness.  
“Understanding one sentence is worth more than ten billion taels.” If you 
really understand and have realized the Way, you will fi nish paying off all 
kinds of debt.

Another verse says:
A gifted and extraordinary child, the Master was not like other
 children.
He remembered his past life and was born after death.
He studied at Xuedou Monastery and contemplated the topic of  
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 the cypresses.
On the cold mountain, the dry branches fall and bounce
 up; new shoots grow.

The measuring scales are made of iron, but not many 

 people know it.
Water freezes into ice and penetrates everything.
What’s so strange about seeing a ghost in the daylight?
The Dharma Realm is vast and pervasive and can 
 encompass empty space.

Commentary :
A gifted and extraordinary child, the Master was not like other 
children. We can say that when he was a child, he wasn’t the same as 
ordinary children. He didn’t like to play as other children do. He wasn’t 
greedy or naughty either. He didn’t wet his bed or like to eat candy, or 
bite his fi ngernails. So, he was not the same as ordinary children.

He remembered his past life and was born after death. Why 
was he different? We can imagine that he possessed the special wisdom 
to know past lives. Maybe because of his dreams he knew that he was 
a monk in the past. After he died, he became alive and after he lived, 
he died again. He felt very bored with it. That’s why he didn’t seek 
friends, watch movies, dance, go drinking in bars, none of that. He 
was different in those aspects from other people.

He studied at Xuedou Monastery and contemplated the topic 
of the cypresses. He investigated the meditation topic of the cypresses 
at Xuedou Mountain and became enlightened.

On the cold mountain, the dry branches fall and bounce up; 
new shoots grow. The new replaces the old.

The measuring scales are made of iron, but not many people 
know it. Common people use measuring scales, but they don’t notice 
that they’re made of iron.

Water freezes into ice and penetrates everything. Once the 
water is frozen, it becomes ice and is transparent. But once you’re 
confused, you can’t see clearly. If you’re not confused, you still can 
return to the fundamental source. The ice can still become water.

What’s so strange about seeing a ghost in the daylight? There’s 
nothing strange about running into a ghost in the daylight.

The Dharma Realm is vast and pervasive and can encompass 
empty space. The Dharma Realm is bigger than anything else; it has 
everything. Don’t think it’s strange because of your ignorance.


