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Developing Virtue Girls School Shines in Chinese Culture

Cupertino Homestead High School

The 2008 Northern California Chinese Competition, spon-
sored by the Association of  Northern California Chinese
Schools (ANCCS), was held on Sunday, April 6, at Home-
stead High School in Cupertino. The Girls School encour-
ages students to participate in such talent contests so that
they can learn and gain more experience from these
activities. This time nine students attended the competition.

At the end, Wendi Chen won the first place in
translation, Joanne Phua won second place in translation,
Virginia Chung placed third in impromptu speaking, Mandy
Chu placed third in essay writing, Cassandra Lee placed
third in reading comprehension, and Alyssa Berggren
placed third in Cantonese speech.

Excerpts from the students’ comments after the
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competition:
“Even though I never thought about winning any prizes, I re-

quired myself  to do my best.”
“Everybody tried their best no matter what the results were.

We practiced before the contest, especially the people who were
competing in translation and speech. To us, the biggest source of
motivation was from encouraging and comforting one another!”

“As long as I have given it my best shot, then, regardless of  the
outcome, all is well. This is especially true in a competition.
Oftentimes, when a person is attached to winning, he or she misses
the fundamental purport of  the competition; it is no longer about
learning or experiencing; it is about the trophy. Process is more
important than result; effort is more valuable than the medal—this
is what I came to understand.”


