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7th Annual Master Hsüan Hua Memorial Lecture

BY LAUREN BAUSCH

CHINESE TRANSLATED BY PEI LING OOI

The Venerable Master Hsüan Hua Me-
morial Lecture is an annual lectures given
in honor of the eminent Buddhist monk
and teacher, Master Hsüan Hua. The
Venerable Master came to the United
States in 1962 and soon after began to
lecture in San Francisco’s Chinatown.  As
an educator, Master Hua was tireless.
From 1968 to the mid-1980s, he gave as
many as a dozen lectures a week, and he
traveled extensively on speaking tours.
In addition, he established formal train-
ing programs for hundreds of  monks
and nuns, as well as elementary and sec-
ondary schools and Dharma Realm Bud-
dhist University. His Institute for World
Religions has promoted the mutual un-
derstanding of faith traditions and his
Buddhist Text Translation Society has

translated many of  the major Mahayana
sutras. Striving to reach the greater
community, this lecture series honors
and continues Master Hua’s pedagogi-
cal legacy.

On March 20, Professor Hal Roth,
Professor of  Religious Studies and East
Asian Studies at Brown University, gave
a lecture titled, “Against Cognitive
Imperialism.” According to Professor
Roth, “The study of  religion in the mod-
ern West has been dominated for too
long by a reactive form of  reductionism,
both historic and social scientific, that is
grounded in a narrow, culturally limited,
epistemology of  human cognition. This
lecture explores some of the sources and
manifestations of  this ‘cognitive impe-
rialism’ in the cognitive sciences and in

the study of  religion and suggests that
the newly developing field of  Contem-
plative Studies contains some concrete
ways of  overcoming this deeply en-
trenched form of  ethnocentrism.”  Alan
Wallace, Ph.D., President, Santa Barbara
Institute for Consciousness Studies, re-
sponded to Professor Roth’s lecture at
the Pacific School of  Religion in
Berkeley, California. Sponsored by the
Institute for World Religions, the lecture
was free and open to the public.

Harold D. Roth is a specialist in
Early Chinese Religious Thought,
Taoism, the History of  East Asian
Religions, and the Psychology of  Con-
templative Experience. His publications
include four books, The Textual History
of  the Huai-nan Tzu (Association for
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Asian Studies, 1992), ——— he has also
published more than thirty articles on
the early history and religious thought
of  the Taoist tradition, on the textual
history and textual criticism of  classical
Chinese works and on contemplative
pedagogy. As a pioneer in the field of
Contemplative Studies, he has developed
courses that incorporate first-person and
third-person approaches to contempla-
tive experience.

B. Alan Wallace earned his Ph.D. in
religious studies at Stanford University.
He then taught for four years at the Uni-
versity of  California at Santa Barbara,
and is the founder and president of the
Santa Barbara Institute for Conscious-
ness Studies (http://sbinstitute.com).
His published works include Embracing
Mind: The Common Ground of  Science and
Spirituality (Shambhala Publications,
2008). In addition, he has participated
in numerous scientific studies of
meditation.

Professors Roth and Wallace’s lec-
tures will be published this fall in the
2008 edition of  the Institute for World
Religion’s journal, Religion East & West.
In addition, following the precedent of
earlier Memorial Lecturers, Roth and
Wallace will expand their papers into a
book to be published by Open Court.
Stay tuned for more information on
these publications, as well as the release
this May of  IWR’s latest publication of
the (expanded) 2005 Memorial Lecture
given by Huston Smith and Henry
Rosemont. Is There a Universal Gram-
mar of  Religion? is already ranked on
the amazon.com’s books on religion list,
even before being printed! Any questions
about IWR’s publications can be ad-
dressed to the same address or to
iwr@sbcglobal.net.  Some of our pub-
lications are also available online at www.
bttsonline.org and www.amazon.com.
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