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Biographies

Praise:
Ding Lan of Han was a compass for the people.
He carved wooden fi gures of his parents and sincerely paid respects to them.
His wife abused them by piercing them with a needle;
The tears they shed were diffi cult to stop.
Good teaching made her change her ways, creating limitless merit and virtue.

Commentary :
Ding Lan of Han was a compass for the people. In the Han Dynasty, there was 
a man called Ding Lan who set an example for all people to follow; he acted as a      
compass for them. What did he do? 

He carved wooden fi gures of his parents and made offerings to them. He      
sincerely paid respects to them. When he bowed to them he did so with a sincere 
mind, very earnestly. 

His wife abused them by piercing them with a needle; the tears they shed 
were diffi cult to stop. It was an effi cacious response that the wooden fi gures         
actually shed tears. 

Good teaching made her change her ways. Ding Lan’s teaching caused a          
transformation in his wife, so that she turned over a new leaf and never made this 
mistake again. Creating limitless merit and virtue: the merit and virtue that Ding 
Lan cultivated was limitless and boundless. 

Another verse:
Heaven and earth value fi liality, returning to the original source.
The highest virtue and fundamental way can save the world.
Confucius transmitted his mind dharma to Zeng Zi.
Yan Hui’s essential spirit transforms women and men.
Ding Lan carved wood and paid respects in remembrance of his parents,
A needle pierced the fi gures and hurt their hearts.
An inconceivable response opened communication:
Figures shedding tears revealed strange abuse.
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Commentary :
Heaven and earth value fi liality, returning to the original source. This is 
saying that what heaven and earth value is fi liality.  If you were to look further 
and research the origins of this principle, you would trace it back to Confucius’ 
disciple You Zi, who said, “The superior man cultivates the fundamentals. 
When the fundamentals have been accomplished, the Way appears; fi lial piety 
and respect for elders are fundamental to being a good person.” Since this is 
the root of being a person, everybody should follow this kind of teaching. 

The highest virtue and fundamental Way can save the world. This way 
of fi liality is the highest virtue and the most essential Way. Confucius said, 
“In the past, kings possessed the highest virtue and the most fundamental and 
essential Way, so the people were at peace and nobody had any resentment or 
anger. Do you know why?” Zeng Zi stood up and said, “I was born dull, how 
could I know?” He said, “I, Zeng Shen, am a very stupid person, I am not 
intelligent. How would I know this, I am unqualifi ed to know this.” After he 
said that, Confucius said, “It is fi liality, which comes from the light of heaven, 
the nourishment of the earth, and the conduct of people, so it can save the men 
and women of the world.”

Confucius transmitted his mind dharma to Zeng Zi. What is the mind 
dharma of Confucianism? It is “To illustrate illustrious virtue, to restore the 
people and to rest in the highest level of goodness.” It is also to “investigate 
things, obtain the highest knowledge, be sincere in intention and upright 
in character, harmonize the family, rule the country, and bring peace to the 
world.” These all belong to Confucian mind dharma, and it was transmitted 
to Zeng Zi.

Yan Hui’s essential spirit transforms women and men. Yan Hui was also 
a great fi lial son to his parents, and the essential spirit that he left behind was 
the sense of fi liality that teaches and transforms the men and women of the 
world.

Ding Lan carved wood and paid respects in remembrance of his        
parents. Ding Lan carved wood fi gures and paid respects to his parents, to 
express that he missed his parents.  

A needle pierced the fi gures and hurt their hearts. His wife used a       
needle to pierce the wooden fi gures, and because the wooden fi gures felt the 
pain in their hearts they shed tears.  

An inconceivable response opens communication. Where there is 
a response, there is always a cause. This is the inconceivable process of a                    
response through connection with the Way; but it is impossible to explain 
how this happens. Figures shedding tears reveal strange abuse. These were 
basically fi gures of Ding Lan’s parents, and when they shed tears, they were 
expressing their distress and resentment at being pierced with a needle by their          
daughter-in-law. They could neither endure it nor speak about it, like mutes 
eating goldenseal (a bitter plant) who cannot speak of the bitterness, so they 
only shed tears. 


