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Visit from the Chinese Officials of the State
Administration of Religious Affairs at CTTB
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The Venerable Mastet’s commentaries on The Buddba Speaks
of Amitabba Sutra, Sutra in Forty-two Sections, Sixth Patriach’s
Dharma Jewel Platform Sutra, Sutra of the Past VVows of Earth
Store Bodhisattva, the Chapter of the Conduct of Universal
Worthy Bodhisattva in the Flower Adornment Sutra, and
Avalokiteshvara Bodhisattva’s Universal Door Chapter in the
Lotus Sutra, have been published by the Religious Culture Pub-
lishing House in Beijing. Approximately 20,000 copies have
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been sold, and nearly 50,000 copies have been distributed for
free among the various temples in China. These books have
become one of the popular sale items of the Publishing House.
On March 5, the Head of the Publishing House and Directors
of the State Administration of Religious Affairs, after attend-
ing meetings in the East Coast, came to visit the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas in Talmage, California, and also visited the
Institute of World Religions at Berkeley Buddhist Monastery
to understand the current status of development of Buddhism
in the United States.

Ms. Guo Wei, Director of the Foreign Affairs of the State
Administration of Religious Affairs, said that although they
visited the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas for only a few short
hours, prior to coming to CTTB, they visited Avatamsaka
Vihara near Washington, D.C and met with Dharma Masters
Heng Chih and Heng Liang,
and she deeply realized the
“internationalization” in
Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association and its branch
temples and their efforts in
promoting such work. In
contrast, she felt that the
temples in China haven’t
been able to international-
ize and globalize Bud-
dhism—this is what they §&
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Ms. Xue Hui, Director of
Euro-America Department of Foreign Affairs.
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Mr. Chen Hongxing, Head
and Chief Editor of the

Religious Culture Publish-

ing House

hoped to learn from visiting the City of Ten Thousand Bud-
dhas and the Institute of World Religions.

Director Guo also said that two years ago when the first
World Buddhist Forum was held in Hangzhou, it was attended
by more than a thousand Buddhist representatives from all
over the world. At that time, they were not familiar with Dharma
Realm Buddhist Association and therefore, DRBA was not
invited. But this autumn, the second World Buddhist Forum
will be held in Wuxi of Jiangsu Province and the closing cer-
emony is in Hong Kong; Director Guo sincerely invites DRBA
to send representatives to participate in the World Buddhist
Forum this year.

After attended meetings in the East Coast, Ms. Xue Hui,
Director of the Euro-America Department of Foreign Affairs,
whose work primarily focuses on Christianity and Catholicism,
came along with Director Guo and Mr. Chen to visit the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas and the Institute of World
Religions. She hopes to learn more from friends and colleagues
in the field of Buddhism.

Mr. Chen Hongxing, Head and Chief Editor of the Reli-
gious Culture Publishing House, a subsidiary of the State Ad-
ministration of Religious Affairs, said that he was introduced
initially by Madalena Tam to the Venerable Master’s commen-
taries on various Sutras. After reading the books, he felt the
contents of the commentaries would be especially beneficial
and constructive to society, but he wasn’t sure how the market
would respond to these books. Hence, he was cautious about
the print runs. Unexpectedly and remarkably, the books have
sold better and better, being well received by readers. In 2008,
this year, the Publishing House will continue to publish the
Vajra Sutra, the Chapter of the Conduct of Universal Worthy
Bodhisattva in the Flower Adornment Sutra, and the Heart of
Prajna Paramita Sutra with Verses withont a Stand and Prose

Commentary, all with the Venerable Master’s commentaries in

response to readers’ demands.

According to our understanding, the first three Sutras pub-
lished in 2006 - The Buddha Speaks of Amitabha Sutra, Sutra
in Forty-two Sections, and Sixth Patriarch’s Dharma [ewel Plat-
form Sutra, all with commentaries by the Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua, already had three print runs and sold nearly 15,
000 copies. The second three Sutras published in November,
2007 - Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva,
the Chapter of the Conduct of Universal Worthy Bodhisattva
from the Flower Adornment Sutra, and Avalokiteshvara
Bodhisattva’s Universal Door Chapter in the Lotus Sutra, all
with the Venerable Mastet’s commentaries, had already sold
about 3,000 copies within a month. These books are available
everywhere in China through Xin-Hua (New China) Bookstore,
Shanghai Gu-Ji (Ancient Collections) Bookstore, and Ren-Min
(People’s) Bookstore, and also the Religious and Culture Book-
store in Beijing. Also, these books can be purchased online at
websites such as www.dangdang.com and www.fjnet.com.
However, these two websites carry simplified character edi-
tions only. For traditional character editions, please visit www.
bttsonline.com. Nearly 50,000 copies of these books were dis-
tributed for free in more than 20 temples in China. A list of
these temples can be found at the DRBA Chinese website:
www.drbachinese.org. Click on News from the Dharma Realm,
and then click on “Venerable Master’s Dharma Treasures Cir-
culating in China.”

Moreover, a Harbin Publishing Company has also printed
a bilingual English-Chinese edition of .4 Brief Biography of
the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, The True Meaning of Tak-
ing Refuge, and Amitabha, a Compassionate Father. There
were 9,000 copies published and all were distributed through-
out various temples in China. In 2008, more bilingual books
from DRBA will be published.
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