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Yolo 

 by The City of the Dharma Realm

On February 24th, a total of  18 members
( 5 men and 13 women) from Yolo
County and Sacramento Historical
Society came to visit the City of the
Dharma Realm (CDR). They arrived at
CDR around 4 o’clock in the afternoon
as scheduled.

After registering in the office, they
followed Dharma Masters into the VIP
room for a briefing. A slide show was pre-
sented by Dharma Master Shr to intro-
duce CDR’s past, present and future de-
velopment plans. The presentation in-
cluded short term plans, such as the on-
going development of  the International
Vegetarian Institute, and long term plans,
including plans to build an educational
building and the Jewel Palace.

The visitors were very interested in
the activities provided to the general
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public. Many people asked about the
opening of  the vegetarian restaurant,
Chan class and Honoring Elder’s Day
programs. They were also very curious
about the significance of the robes and
sashes we wear. They also asked questions
about the age range, monetary support,
etc.

Before we bought this place, it was
the El Rancho Hotel. About sixty or sev-
enty years ago, it was the biggest, most
luxurious vacation resort in Sacramento.
At that time, VIPs were greeted here by
the government officials. Meetings or
training programs were held here. Many
of the visitors had been here before.
Some of  our visitors said that their gradu-
ation parties were held here; some said
there were many famous stars who spent
their vacations here; some said famous
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singers and choirs often lived and per-
formed here.

      An old lady who will turn 80
      this year walks fast and steadily,
      has keen eyes and ears.  She
      appears as though she is in her
      sixties.
       When she was a child, her mother
     worked here. She came here very
      often. She said when she heard a
      religious group bought this place,
       she was very upset. She was
       afraid that the place would be
       renovated, and she would never
       see these buildings again. After
       she visited, she is glad that the
      residents here have taken good
      care of  this place and have pro-
      vided many activities to the
      community.
       She was asked how she stays
      healthy. She said her family
       owns an orchard ranch. Her life
       wa s  s p e n t  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l
       environment. In every meal,
       vege tab les  and  f r u i t  were

provided. Even now, she would feel un-
comfortable if  she went without veg-
etables and fruits for two or three days.
She always walks instead of  driving. That’s
how she stays in shape.

Another lady was very interested in
the Buddha images, Dharma instruments
and various adornments in the Buddha
Hall. She asked many questions and lin-
gered on even after everyone else left. She
asked if  she could stay to do the evening
recitation with us. After that, she stayed
with us to watch the video “Confucius.”
They were all impressed and expressed
that they would come again.

This visit allowed us to let more
people know our organization, and our
support, care and interface with the
community.


