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During the Chinese New Year period
f r o m  Fe b r u a r y 8 – 1 5 , 2 0 0 8 , t h e
S h u r a n g a m a  B u d d h i s t  S o c i e t y
(formally known as Buddhist Books
Distribution Centre) organized a pilgrim-
age to Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely
Monastery in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia to
participate in the Emperor Liang Repen-
tance Ceremony.

The ceremony started every day at 8
a.m. and was led by the compassionate
Bhikshu Jin Fan Shr who came all the way
from the United States. On the first day,
hundreds of  faithful devotees came to the
temple to usher in the Chinese New Year
instead of  spending their holidays at
home or sightseeing abroad.

Every afternoon, Dharma Master
Heng Yang delivered Dharma talks based
on the Emperor Liang Repentance text.
With great eloquence, she used simple
and straightforward analogies to help us
better understand the meaning of this im-
portant repentance. Despite the time
constraints, she still managed to elabo-
rate on several essential and important
sections of  the text, much to the delight
of the assembly.

The assembly was indeed very fortu-
nate to hear and understand the meaning
of  this repentance ceremony, especially
the English educated participants who
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didn’t understand Chinese. Many of them
re l i ed  on  the  Ch inese  ‘p iny in ’
romanization to follow along with the
Cantor without understanding the actual
meaning of  the text. We were very thank-
ful to Upasaka Philip Khoo who did a
good job of  translating the Dharma talks
into English with simplicity and clarity.

In this way, more sentient beings will
be able to understand the importance of
repenting and reforming their karmic
offenses. One will be gratefully apprecia-
tive and quickly bring forth one’s Bodhi
resolve so as to repay the kindness and
compassion of  the Triple Jewel. In this
lifetime, one will be able to follow the
Buddha’s teachings always until one at-
tains Buddhahood.

The repentance ceremony concluded
with a Meng Shan Offering Ceremony.
There was also a ceremony for liberating
animals on the following morning.


