
APRIL  2008  VAJRA BODHI SEA  37

In 1987, DRBA (Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association) hosted its first Water, Land
and Air Ceremony at CTTB (City of  Ten
Thousand Buddhas). All the Dharma
Masters who were invited from China and
their followers totalled more than 100
people. The Venerable Master considered
that these Dharma Masters from China
might not get  used to eating a single, plain
meal a day, as the monastic residents of
CTTB do; thus he asked a layman from
Los Angeles to daily prepare three deli-
cious meals for them in the small kitchen.

During that period, the Master also
invited some people and disciples from
his hometown, including his third elder
brother, sister-in-law and the Upasika Men
Yiping, as well as Gao Defu’s family to
CTTB. Since Gao Defu was elderly at that
time, the arduous long journey made him
very ill and he had to lie in bed as soon as
he arrived at CTTB.

Very early the next morning, the Mas-
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