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Centenarian Min Ou-Yang passed away on
July 29, 2007.  Her daughters arranged to
have seven Amitabha sessions at Gold
Mountain Monastery. Her body was cre-
mated and over 1,000 sharira seeds and
sharira clusters were found among her
ashes.

Upasika Min Ou-Yang came to the
United States with her husband in 1981
at the invitation of  Stanford University.
They were Buddhists from a young age,
so when they arrived in the U.S. they went
to visit high Sanghan Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua. The Venerable Master knew
that they had just arrived in the U.S., and
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life would be tough for them, so the Ven-
erable Master took a few disciples with
him to see this couple and gave them rice
and $1,000 for living expenses.

Min Ou-Yang’s husband died two
years after arriving in the U.S., and after-
wards Min Ou-Yang started teaching Chi
Gong and Chinese Martial Arts at the age
of 76. She often took her students to
CTTB to take refuge with the Venerable
Master. Up to today, some of  Upasika Ou
Yang’s students still regularly go to CTTB
to provide free acupuncture treatment for
the Dharma Masters.

Upasika Ou-Yang had an outgoing

and open minded personality, and she
laughed a lot. She was magnanimous and
neither took advantage of  others nor com-
plained about them. One of her students
recalled that she enjoyed Min’s class very
much because she brought happiness and
positive energy to her students.

On the last day of  the seventh
Amitabha session, Min Ou-Yang’s daugh-
ter Jia Zheng Yo told the Dharma Mas-
ters and lay people at Gold Mountain
Monastery that her mother sat in
meditation, bowed to the Buddha and re-
cited mantras on a daily basis for decades.
She also recited Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
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Heart Mantra. Venerable Master Hua
taught Min Ou-Yang to recite Amitabha
Buddha’s name vigorously and she did
so accordingly. One month before her
pass ing,  she focused on reci t ing
Amitabha Buddha’s name.  She said to
her daughter a few days before her death,
“Ah! So many people are reciting the
Buddha’s name. Hurry and help me put
on my clothes, I want to go to the mon-
astery to bow to the Buddha!”

After her passing away, her daughters
and goddaughter not only went to Gold
Mountain Monastery for the Amitabha
sessions and transferred the merit and vir-

tue to their mother, but also recited the
Earth Store Sutra, Amitabha Sutra, Rebirth
Mantra, Great Compassion Mantra, etc.
at home. They treated it as their first
priority.  Even when they were busy with
work, they would get up at five a.m. or
stay up until midnight to recite the sutras
and mantras. Her goddaughter didn’t
know Chinese so she followed the audio
cassette and read the Venerable Master’s
commentary.  They were all vigorous and
transferred the merit and virtue to Upasika
Min Ou-Yang. At the same time while in
different places, the sisters smelled the
scent of  fragrant flowers.
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Jia Zheng Yo also said that at first,
they didn’t plan to look for sharira in their
mother’s ashes. However, on the 17th day
after her mother’s cremation when they
were taking the ashes, they saw that the
ashes were green and gave off  some heat.
They could feel a kind of  energy emanat-
ing from them. After the Dharma Mas-
ters’ verification, dozens of   sharira were
found. They found green sharira, sharira
clusters, and dark green, white, and mul-
ticolored sharira seeds of different sizes.
The total number is over 1,000.

Upasika Min Ou-Yang’s grandson and
granddaughter originally did not believe
in Buddhism. However, after the seven
Amitabha sessions, they have recited
sutras and mantras at home and read Ven-
erable Master Hua’s Dharma talks, and are
considering taking refuge.  Min Ou-Yang’s
brother and oldest daughter in China had
never bowed to the Buddha, but upon
hearing of the Amitabha sessions held in
the U-S. for Min Ou-Yang, they went to a
local monastery to bow to the Buddha
there. They recited Amitabha’s name and
transferred the merit and virtue to Min.
Some of  Min’s students who were Chris-
tians or Catholics went to the Buddhist
monastery and expressed their apprecia-
tion of  the majesty and extraordinary at-
mosphere there.

After the Amitabha sessions, Jia
Zheng Yo and her family have strength-
ened their hope and belief in studying
Buddhism. Jia Zheng You said that a
Dharma Master told her, “All of  this
comes from the strength of  your mother’s
vow.”


