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Although the Buddha’s disciples compiled the Buddhist Canon after the World
Honored One’s Nirvana so that it could be passed on to later generations,
“People propagate the Way; the Way doesn’t propagate people. ” More than
ever in this Dharma Ending Age, people are needed to circulate and propa-
gate the valuable teachings of the Buddha, so that living beings will be able to
recognize the Proper Dharma and practice it.

The Venerable Master vowed, “As long as I have one breath left, I will
lecture the Sutras and speak the Dharma, propagating the Dharma to benefit
living beings.” The Venerable Master gave lectures and talks, regardless of  the
number of people in the audience. Whether he had 10,000 people or one
person listening to him, the Venerable Master explained the Proper Dharma in
all earnestness and with utmost respect and care.

After the Venerable Master entered Nirvana, his disciples carry on the
Venerable Master’s goal of  propagating the Proper Dharma throughout the
world to benefit living beings. They uphold the precepts strictly; at the same
time they hope to develop affinities with Buddhists around the globe.

This year the first three in a series of lectures at DRBA monasteries within
driving distance of the Bay Area, featuring a diverse group of DRBA Bhikshus
and Bhikshunis share their experiences in cultivating the Venerable Master Hua’s
Dharma teachings. This Dharma Lecture Circuit, facilitated by Rev. Heng
Sure aims to allow more DRBA monastics to create affinities with laypeople
from the various DRBA Bay Area branch monasteries and encourage Bud-
dhist friends to uphold the precepts and cultivate virtue—to put the Venerable
Master’s teachings into practice. The text used for this year’s lectures is Vener-
able Master Hua’s Talks on Dharma, Volume One. You may pick up a copy at
any branch monastery or order it through www.bttsonline.org. Participants
are requested to register in advance for each event to reserve space and lunch.
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On Saturday night we heard
two Dharma Masters comment
that with the strong cold winds
and heavy rain, the assembly to-
morrow would probably be
small as most people are reluc-
tant to go out under this kind of
weather. Unexpectedly, the next
morning, the weather changed.
The sun shone brightly and those
who sincerely wanted to come ar-
rived group after group. Not
long after, the assembly filled up
all the spaces in the Buddha hall.

The first program of the day
was the transmission of the Eight
Lay Vegetarian Precepts. The cer-
emony for requesting the Dharma
Masters was adorned and gave a
very good start to the ceremony.
There were more than thirty good
men and good women who gave
rise to the bodhi resolve to experience one day of left-home life and
cultivate pure dharma. The next program was dharma talks led by Dharma
Master Sure. Bhikshu Jin Ping and Bhikshuni Heng Jyun were the speakers.
They shared their experiences on the topic “The Buddhadharma is in
practice, not in talking”. There was approximately a hundred people in
the audience. The atmosphere was good and people obtained dharma
benefits.

During mealtime, in addition to delicious and nutritious vegetarian
food to nourish our physical bodies, Dharma Masters shared their expe-
riences in cultivation to nourish our dharma body. From 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
there was a Q&A session. It was a good opportunity for people to ask
questions they had regarding their cultivation or how to uphold the precepts.
The Dharma Masters compassionately gave them instructions.
       The schedule was compact and full. After spending a whole day in
the monastery, the people’s faces were bright with joy, peace and purity.
They are looking forward to the next stop at Gold Sage Monastery in San
Jose. A number of people decided to stay the night in the monastery to
perfect the merit and virtue of this eightfold lay vegetarian precepts.
Second Stop Saturday, 03/15/08 Gold Sage Monastery, San Jose

For more information or to register, call (408) 923-7243 or email
gsm@drba.org

Third Stop Sunday, 04/06/08  City of  the Dharma Realm, Sacramento
For more information or to register, call 916-374-8268 or email

      cdrclasses@yahoo.com


