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The three-week-long winter Chan meditation session was held in the midst of
storms and cold. The atmosphere in the
men’s Chan Hall on the second floor of
the Tathagata Monastery was exceptionally good this year. All participants, monastic and lay, diligently practiced meditation from before dawn to nearly
midnight. The daily evening instructional
talks were also different from the past;
many questions on cultivation were asked
and wonderful answers were given. Everyone benefited greatly from these
exchanges.

To establish the good tradition of
practice and to encourage more people
to practice, we need more people to
join the Sangha. Immediately following
the conclusion of the Chan session on
the evening of January 20, a ceremony
for entering monastic life was held at
the Buddha Hall in CTTB. Two good
men renounced the householder’s life
and received the Ten Novice Precepts.
This not only made a perfect conclusion for the meditation session, but also
marked a good start for the new year.
The fourfold assembly participating in

the ceremony all felt a joyful energy. This
certainly was the first auspicious event of
the new year at CTTB.
Guo Du Shi came from Taiwan and
his lay family name was Wei. He enrolled
in DRBU in 1992. He and his former
wife became residents and volunteers of
CTTB in 1994. He vowed to become a
monk a long time ago; however, because
his former wife had been sick for years,
he had to take care of her and could not
fulfill his vow. Hence he had always felt
that his former wife was his obstacle to
practice. However, after she passed away
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peacefully amidst the chanting of
Amitabha Buddha’s name last February,
he reflected upon the various physical and
mental tests and training that he had gone
through for over a decade and realized
that his former wife not only had not
obstructed him, but had helped him to
enter monastic life to practice. His determination to renounce the householder’s
life was thus strengthened.
Chin Rong Shi also came from Taiwan and his lay family name was Ho. He
had been a volunteer at DRBA’s branch
monastery in Taipei since 1994. He had

come to CTTB to attend Dharma sessions
twice since 2000 and had thus developed a
deep affinity with CTTB. While in Taiwan
he worked in funeral service for three and
half years and saw the various sufferings
that the dying went through as well as the
various causes of death. On a daily basis,
he faced the myriad scenes at the end of a
human life. As a Buddhist, he compassionately recited Amitabha’s holy name for the
dead and at the same time planned for his
own great matter of birth and death. He
became a resident at CTTB in 2006. As a
professional electrician and plumber, he

worked hard day and night and never
complained. Having created enough merits,
he finally fulfilled his wish to join the Sanghas.
Since 2004, several young men have
become monks at CTTB, some in their 20’s
or 30’s. They are the new blood of the
Sanghas. This also means that the way we
practice at CTTB has been well accepted
by the younger generation. Currently quite
a few young men also plan to become
monks at CTTB. We hope they can make
up their minds soon so that they can join
the endeavor to propagate the
Buddhadharma.
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