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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

PATRIARCHS OF THE FORTY-NINTH GENERATION:

LECTURED BY THE VENERABLE MASTER ON APRIL 21, 1985

 TRANSLATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSLATION INSTITUTE
REVISED VERSION

Dhyana Master Dhyana Master Dhyana Master Dhyana Master Dhyana Master Yuan Miao (Primal Wonder) of Zhongzhu Yuan Miao (Primal Wonder) of Zhongzhu Yuan Miao (Primal Wonder) of Zhongzhu Yuan Miao (Primal Wonder) of Zhongzhu Yuan Miao (Primal Wonder) of Zhongzhu MonasteryMonasteryMonasteryMonasteryMonastery

A verse in praise says:
The three sentences of  the Yunmen School:
Why bother to add further commentary?
Stand firm in the Way.
Progress at your own pace.
The snow lion’s eyes are red.
The wild fox’s tail is exposed.
The fragrance of plum blossoms and willows
Inspires admiration in people.

Commentary:
A verse in praise says: The three sentences of  the Yun Men School:
Basically, anything can be said to be the three sentences. However, in this
passage, they refer to the phrases: “stopping the myriad flows,” “encom-
passing qian and kun,” and “flowing along with the waves.” Why bother
to add further commentary? There is no need to ask about the
commentary.

Stand firm in the Way.  This means you don’t want to let go of  the
Way.  Hold tightly to the Way of  your cultivation. Progress at your own
pace. While following the Way, you can either walk slowly or fast.

                                                                        ( CONTINUED)
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The snow lion’s eyes are red. You want to be as clever as
the snow lion’s red eyes and be the unmovable solitary rock in the
middle of a stream, a tower of strength. Don’t go along with the
flow and mix with the waves. But you can hide your light and
mingle with the crowd. The wild fox’s tail is exposed. The
wild fox always makes people confused by using various kinds
of spiritual powers and manifestations to cheat people. However,
if you have the power of the proper precepts, samadhi, and
wisdom, then the fox’s tail is exposed. You cannot be cheated
anymore.

The fragrance of plum blossoms and willows…If you
can be like that, then you can be as fragrant as the plum blossoms
and as good-looking as willows; you can be just as lofty. Inspires
admiration in people. You’ll inspire everyone to admire you.

This is what I meant in my talk. What you said before were all
quite good too. But, let me add, try the principles in this diverse
group and see which ones turn out to be most accurate, then use
those. Those do not have to principles I said, which are not defi-
nitely right. Use your own wisdom to judge!

Another verse says:
Elder Hui’s Dharma heir was the Venerable Yuan Miao.
Talking at random, he babbled nonsense.
Who’s ever heard the rooster crow at dusk?
And who’s ever seen the bright sun shine at midnight?
Overstrict in correcting errors, he scandalized common folks.
With outlandish words he awakened sentient beings.
The plum blossom and willow vie to outdo each other in

their luxuriance, but spring does not last long.
The flowers are fragrant and birds chirp to awaken

the deaf and mute.

Commentary:
Another verse says: Elder Hui’s Dharma heir was the Ven-
erable Yuan Miao. Elder Hui refers to Dhyana Master Hui
Guang. His Dharma heir was the Venerable Yuan Miao. Talking
at random, he babbled nonsense. He simply babbled. How
did he babble? He said that the rooster crows at dusk, and the sun
shines brightly at midnight. There’s no such thing.

Who’s ever heard the rooster crow at dusk? Who’s ever
heard the rooster crow when it’s getting dark? If this is not bab-
bling nonsense, then what is it? But there are principles in this
nonsense.

And who’s ever seen the bright sun shine at midnight?
Who has ever seen the sun shine at midnight? Give proof. If you
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say that the old cultivator has seen it, that doesn’t count. How come
that cultivator has seen it, but not this one?

Overstrict in correcting errors, he scandalized common
folks. The previous two sentences are overstrict in correcting errors.
The principles aren’t sufficient, but he insisted on saying them. This is
being overstrict in correcting errors. Once the ignorant people heard
it, they would be surprised. They would run off quickly to look for
the roosters that crow at dusk and the sun that shines in the middle of
the night. But because they’re confused to the extreme, they become
wise. He only scandalized the common folks. Those who truly have
wisdom wouldn’t care. Common folks are surprised because they
have very little knowledge. They’re just like someone sitting at the
bottom of a well who only sees a small patch of the sky. When
people say something they’ve never heard of before, they think it
extremely strange.

With outlandish words he awakened sentient beings. First,
his language was totally different. The words he used were very strange
and inconceivable to people. Why? He enabled people to empty out
all their emotional love so that they would never get infatuated or
lovesick again. If you don’t wake up to what emotional love is, it will
tie you up until you can’t sleep or eat. He enlightened all sentient beings.

The plum blossom and willow vie to outdo each other in
their luxuriance,
but spring does
not last long.
They’re fighting
to keep spring,
but spring will not
stay. It just flows
a w a y  w i t h o u t
s topping .  The
four seasons al-
ways turn around
and around with-

out cease.
The flowers are fragrant and birds chirp to awaken the deaf

and mute. For those who are deaf  and can’t hear any sound, it’s very
good that the flowers are fragrant and the birds chirp. Those who are
mute can smell, and once they smell the fragrance of the flowers,
they’re happy. So this is to save the deaf and mute.

This refers to the people of  the Two Vehicles who stopped them-
selves in the middle of  the Way and would not advance anymore. So
in relation to the Flower Adornment Sutra, the followers of  the Two
Vehicles are as if  mute and deaf. Here, this Dhyana Master also helps
the followers of  the Two Vehicles to enlarge their states of  mind. He
lets them know that a rooster can crow at dusk, and the sun can shine
brighlytat  midnight.
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