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I am honored to come here today to the
Legislative House and look into the Buddha Dharma with everyone. I have affinities with Taiwan. When I studied at
Donghai University in 1969, I was watching on a tiny black and white television
set in the cafeteria, the Astronaut Neil
Armstrong landing on the moon I knew
then that technological advancement will
overcome all barriers between East and
West. However, I did not foresee how
the technological revolution would make
an impact over the entire globe.
Changes in Taiwan from 1969 to
today have been unforeseeable, as well.
Not only has Taiwan freed itself from
martial law but its democratic governance
has become a model in Asia. Its political
transitions have been peaceful and
30

smooth, without any bloodshed or
revolution. Throughout human history,
this sort of transfer of power does not
come easily.
Back in 1969 at Tunghai, to make an
international phone calls, we had to line
up, one by one. We could never have
dreamed that one day in the future, everybody would have a cell phone and
computer for direct communication.
Over the years I accompanied my teacher,
the late Venerable Master Hsuan Hua to
Taiwan on numerous delegations. The ties
I have since developed with the Chairman of the Legislature, Mr. Wang Jinping, his wife and brothers run deep. For
example, who could forget Master Hua’s
impressive refuge ceremony for 60,000
people at the Chiang Kaishek Memorial

Plaza in Taipei? I will also never forget
the September 26th Memorial Dharma
Assembly in Taichung for the deceased
victims of the September 21, 1999,
earthquake, which I attended. These
events are further evidence that my affinities with Taiwan are still growing.
The fact that I am here today, developing ties with everyone at the Legislative House also shows the remarkable exchange between East and West in the 21st
century. After all, my meeting with Venerable Master Hua, who was born in
Northeast China, moved to Hong Kong,
and then came to the United States completely altered my life and way of thinking.
On the other hand, your lives here in Taiwan have been completely changed by
the hi-tech products developed in Silicon
Valley near my home in the San Francisco’s
Bay Area. These exchanges and innovations have brought us many benefits, but
there are also problems and challenges
that everyone must face. For example,
how do we keep the positive aspects and
avoid the negative influences in our respective cultures?
In the face of these transitions, Venerable Master Hsuan Hua prescribed for
us a wonderful medication that will save
people and countries, and that is, ethical

behavior. During the 21st century, the
Internet has become widespread, yet
more and more people feel that their lives
have become hollow and meaningless.
Despite technological advances and
Internet Telecommunications many of us
feel unsure of the right direction to head
in life. Few of us know how to let go of
our worries. Master Hua said that the
answers can be found in spirituality. Master Hua wrote, “Born during this time
and age, we must resolve to become
modern-day heroes. Emperor Tang had
etched on his bathtub, ‘If we can renew
ourselves today, let’s renew ourselves
everyday, and become new people day
after day.’ Why not consider cleansing our
bodies and minds, brushing away errors
accumulated in the past, changing and
reforming our mistakes so that we may
start our lives anew and become heroes,
with fresh and vigorous energy?”
Wishing to advocate ethical behavior,
the Venerable Master encouraged us to
be renewed ourselves. “Make a contributions to all beings in the Dharma Realm;
build your virtue for all fellow citizens in
your nation; uphold the precepts for all
beings around the world. As it is said, ‘Be
kind and teach on behalf of the heavens.
Be loyal and filial to support your counFEBRUARY 2008 VAJRA BODHI SEA
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Patience, patience, got to have patience, don’t
get angry, sa po he
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try and to rescue your people.” This is
our Master’s aspiration. His ideas can lead
us to a bright future. Human ideas are
“tiny”, in that they are just a thought; but
when applied, their effects are vast and
limitless.
Since the 19th century, technology in
the West has developed rapidly; but
should the East accept everything baptized by Western technology just as it is,
uncritically, and at the same time, overlook Asia’s own foundation in ethical
codes? What value is there in unethical
science? Venerable Master Hua encourages us to bridge the gaps between ethics,
religion and science, so that everyone can
become a Buddha.
He explained the Four Books of
Confucianism, as well as the Classic of Filial
Respect, and the Three Character Classic for
us, teaching North Americans who are
unfamiliar with traditional ethics and the
Confucius’ description of humanity. We
must understand “filiality, brotherhood,
loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, justice,
incorruptibility and a sense of shame”
before we learn to be Buddhas. Venerable Master Hua taught his disciples to

be patient, and gave us six Dharma
treasures: not fighting, not being greedy,
not seeking, not being selfish, not pursuing personal advantage, and not lying.
How do we realize these six principles?
Let me offer you an example for your
reference. An American high school
teacher asked Master Hua how he could
control his temper when faced with
misbehaving students. The Venerable
Master gave him the very first English
mantra in reply, which goes, “Patience,
patience, got to have patience, don’t
get angry, so po he.” Later, the teacher
reported to the Venerable Master that
the mantra had really worked. When I
was on my bowing pilgrimage, a news
reporter was nearly beaten by a motor
cyclist. A monk taught the reporter to
recite this mantra; the reporter later said
that it worked for him too; it improved
the relations between his coworkers and
his family.
On this earth we can develop good
affinities with others. Good or poor connections affect our family, work, even
society and the government. If we begin
with the tiniest of ideas, such as a thought
of patience, and then try to not fight, not
be greedy, not seek, not be selfish, not
pursue personal advantage, and to not lie,
then the world will benefit in a limitless
way, from that one small act. Similarly,
Great Compassion also comes from a
single thought, but the results may end
wars and bring about cooperation around
the world.
Finally, I would like to end my talk to
you with this Dedication of Merit. “May
these adornments and merit be dedicated
to the President and to benefit the many
civil and military officials so that they enjoy long life and happiness. May the merit
be dedicated to teachers, parents, both
good and evil advisors, as well as all donors and beings throughout the Dharma
Realm; so that they reach the other shore
of perfection.” Amitabha!

