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The Buddha spoke the Dharma for 49
years and lectured in more than 300
assemblies. In his life, the Buddha ex-
pounded on many, many sutras, and it
can be said that every dharma door is the
foremost. Since the natures of all living
beings are different, the Buddha spoke
the Dharma according to the capacities
of living beings in order to teach and
transform them. The Buddha’s goal for
explaining the Dharma was to help living
beings realize Buddhahood. Because our
original nature is the Buddha nature, it is
no different from that of the Buddha.
As it is said, the Dharma Flower/Nir-
vana period totaled eight years.”
eight years between the time that the Bud-
dha spoke the Dharma Flower Sutra and

It was

the time he entered Nirvana. The great mas-
ters of the past divided the Buddha’s teach-
ings into five periods. Because we don’t
have much time today, I will talk about
the last petiod, the “Dharma Flower/Nir-
vana period.”

The principle of the Dharma Flower
Sutra is reveal the ultimate truth: ultimately
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there is only one Vehicle, the Buddha
Vehicle. It means that every person can
ultimately become a Buddha. Some of
the Buddha’s disciples didn’t believe that
they could become Buddhas, so in this
sutra, the Buddha used many stories of
causes and conditions and analogies to
make this clear. For example, he gave the
Venerable Ananda a prediction as to when
he would attain Buddhahood, and what
his Buddha land would be like. He also
gave predictions to the Venerable
Purnamaitreyaniputra, the Venerable

Shariputra, and so forth.

Today I will talk about an analogy the
Buddha spoke in the Dharma Flower
Sutra. There was a very, very, poor
person. One day, he went to visit a
wealthy friend. The friend had an abun-
dance of food and clothes. The poor per-
son was treated like a king there, just like
us these past seven days. For us every day
not only is the food of Dharma incred-
ibly abundant, but the real food is also
very sumptuous, to the extent that it is a
little too much. Isn’t that right? It’s like
we’re having a party. When the poor per-
son ate lunch at his friend’s house, his
friend gave him food and wine. Then, he
got drunk and fell asleep. After he fell
asleep, his friend, probably a very impor-
tant person, had to go somewhere. He
telt very sorry for his poor friend. He
thought, “I ought to give him something.
” However, his friend hadn’t woken up
yet. He was afraid that his friend might
lose the gift while still asleep, so he sewed
an invaluable jewel onto the inside of his
friend’s clothes.

After the poor person woke up, his
friend was already gone, so he left too.
After that, he resumed his pathetic life of
trying to make ends meet, just like all of
you here.

I heard that before this temple got its
name, some lay people asked the Vener-
able Master what he was going to name
this place. The Venerable Master said, “All
you people! All you can think of is money,
money, money, all day long! Let’s call it
the Money Monastery.” After a while,
these disciples thought that this name didn’t
sound very good, so they asked the Ven-
erable Master if he could change the
name. The Venerable Master then named
this place the “Gold Sage Monastery.”
(“Jin Sheng Si”) It was so named because
Gold Sage Monastery is located in San
Jose, and the Chinese transliteration of
San Jose includes the word sheng (&)
in it. This character means “sage,” so the

name of the temple was changed from
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“money” to “sage.” Notice, it’s not the
character for another sheng (F€]), which
means “left over.” It’s not that you have a
lot of leftover money in your pocket. You
have to put money to good use. Our Bud-
dha nature is just as valuable as gold. If
we put our Buddha nature to good use,
then this place is the Gold Sage Monastery.
Otherwise, it is the Money Monastery.

In order to survive, this poor person
worked very hard but was still
impoverished. One day, he met his wealthy
friend again. The friend said, “You’re still
this poor?!”
what did you expect?” The friend then said,

The poor person replied, “Yes,

“Didn’t you know? I sewed an invaluable
jewel onto the inside of your clothes. You
should take it out and use it, then your life
won’t be so hard anymore.”

This analogy describes something we
all have. The treasure in our essential na-
ture is very much like an invaluable jewel.
We should excavate this jewel. Our
wisdom, our compassion, our virtue, and
even our spiritual powers are no different
from the Buddha’s.

That’s why the Buddha taught us how
to find our own Buddha nature, like the
precious jewel hidden inside our clothes.
Although we all have this jewel, we always
seek for it outside. We have been looking
outside for so long that when we turn
inside, we don’t know how to search for
it! The Buddha teaches us how to find it.
He found it, so he is “the Honored One

If vou only come once a vear,

it won’t be very easy for you to
find the jewel inside vour clothes.
It will probably take you

a little bit longer to find it.

who perfected both blessings and
wisdom.” The Buddha is perfect in all
three awakenings, complete in all ten
thousand virtues, and perfect in both
blessings and wisdom.

Now, we have to find this precious
jewel gradually, and we also have to cul-
tivate blessings and wisdom. How do
we cultivate wisdom? We can do so by
bowing to the Buddha, participating in
the repentance ceremonies, reciting sutras,
and studying the Dharma, and so forth.
We cultivate blessings by not doing any
evil, doing all good, and benefiting all
living beings. Cultivating blessings and
wisdom in the Triple Jewel is an excel-
lent method, is also the correct way
taught by the Buddha.

Lastly, I hope I will see everyone
more than once a year! Please don’t say,
“Dharma Master, you don’t recognize
me.” I am sorry, but it’s true that we
really don’t know you, since you only
come once a year. If you only come once
a year, it won’t be very easy for you to
find the jewel inside your clothes. It will
probably take you a little bit longer to
tind it. But, don’t come back just to do
volunteer work. If you can come back
to attend the Dharma talks and partici-
pate in the Dharma assemblies, then you
are part of the positive force that can
influence others to bring forth their
Bodhi Resolve. So, I hope all of you

come back often!

AR

Best Wishes for New Year

The Buddha light shines
everywhere hour after hour.
Things go as we wish
day after day.
Blessings and wisdom grow
month after month.
Longevity and prosperity

abound, year after year.
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