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Make a Great Resolve to
Start the New Year

THE VENERABLE MASTER’S NEW YEAR’S TALK
433 33F ENGLISH TRANSLATED BY EDITORIAL STAFF

To celebrate the new year, we have to make a great resolve to definitely
change and become good. How do we wipe the slate clean? “Do no evil,
and practice all good. Purify your own mind. This is the teaching of all
Buddhas.” Purifying your mind means wiping clean the bad habits inside
you. If you don’t clean them up, you will contend, be greedy, seck, be
selfish, pursue personal advantage, and tell lies. If you tell lies, you lie in
every action and deed in your daily life. For example, if you make a
mistake, instead of admitting it, you put the blame on someone else. By
shifting the blame to others, you are telling a lie. If you are dishonest and
you try to get personal advantage and profit, your behavior is filthy. If
you didn’t behave in such a filthy way, you wouldn’t contend, be greedy,
seck outside, be selfish, seek personal benefit, or tell lies.

The Six Great Guidelines were spoken for those who want to be-
come Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Hearers, Arhats, heavenly beings, and ghosts.
Ordinary people shouldn’t look down on them and say, “Oh! We do
business, and it’s not possible for us to not contend, not be greedy, not
seek, not be selfish, not want personal profits, and not tell lies.” Craving
money all day long, and buying lottery tickets in the hope of winning first
prize, you are simply too far from the Way. Putting aside the really valu-
able principles, you always try to find contaminated and worthless things.
The dirtiest thing in the world is money. Money causes people to be
muddled and afflicted, so that they quatrel constantly.

Take a look at rich people. They don’t know how to spend their
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money. What do they spend it on? They spend it on eating, drinking gambling, pa-
tronizing houses of prostitution, and buying stocks, living a dissipated life. They think
these things bring happiness, but they are actually planting deep causes for falling into
the hells, and cutting off their path to the heavens. This is really dangerous. If you have
money but don’t know how to make good use of it, you are in a vexing situation.
When you spend money to create karmic offenses, do you suppose you are getting a
bargain? Do you think it’s a good thing? You ate actually taking a big loss. It exhausts
your light of wisdom, your Dharma-body and your wisdom life. Greedy for
enjoyment, you ruin your own future. Originally, you should have become a Buddha,
a Bodhisattva, a Hearer, or One Enlightened by Conditions, but you didn’t and you
can’t even go to the heavens.

Otdinary people cultivate the ten good deeds: no killing, no stealing, no sexual
misconduct, no greed, no hatred, no delusion, no frivolous speech, no false speech,
no harsh words, no divisive speech .If you don’t violate the ten good deeds, you will
be born in the heavens. If you constantly violate them, you will surely fall into the hells.

This is the second day of the new year. I have talked about these true principles
over. You must remember them; don’t ignore them. These principles are of the ut-
most importance. If you can put them into practice and uphold them all your life, you
will enjoy the benefit forever! What I said was superficial and obvious. I don’t want to
say something that nobody can understand. That’s why I always talk in plain language
to all of you.
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Q: How do we protect our ecology and the global environment?

A: People should model themselves after the earth. The earth produces the myriad things: animals, plants and the teeming
creatures. The earth, on the other hand, models itself after heaven. It is said, “Heaven covers me from above, while the earth

sustains me from the below.”

Recently a section of ozone has been destroyed in the Arctic Circle, and there is incredible heat all around that area. That is
a case in point of humans destroying the ecological equilibrium and the protective function of heaven and earth.
Heaven goes on to model itself after nature. Here, “nature” means the intrinsic truth that undetlies all phenomena. As the

eternal life-force, it is neither increased nor decreased. You could call it the Buddha nature, which is found equally and pervasively
among all living beings. The Buddha is not essentially supetior to living beings. Rather, it’s a question of whether one has wisdom
or not. The Buddha has returned to the source and recovered his original nature; living beings are covered over by desire and so
have lost touch with their original wisdom.

The ultimate way to rescue the environment is to return to a state of innocence and truth, and not engage in fighting,
selfishness, avarice and deceit.
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