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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

PATRIARCHS OF THE FORTY-NINTH GENERATION:

LECTURED BY THE VENERABLE MASTER ON APRIL 21, 1985

 TRANSLATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSLATION INSTITUTE
REVISED VERSION
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The monk further asked, “What is the meaning of the phrase
‘encompassing qian and kun’?” The phrase “encompassing qian
and kun” encompasses to the exhaustion of empty space and the
Dharma Realm. There’s nothing it doesn’t include. In heaven and
earth, to exhaust the empty space and the Dharma Realm is like a
container which holds everything. How does it do it?

The Master answered, “Pervading earth and spreading
throughout heaven.” This means that the vast and proper energy
fills everywhere between heaven and earth. That’s “encompassing
qian and kun.” It means the scope of our minds includes the myriad
things. There’s nothing it doesn’t contain. He was afraid that people
didn’t understand it, so he continued to ask.

The monk further asked, “What is the meaning of the
phrase ‘flowing along with the waves’?” Another meaning for
“flowing along with the waves” is to conceal our light and mingle
with the worldly. It doesn’t mean to “follow the crowd and get
negatively influenced.” “To follow the crowd and get negatively
influenced” is to be the same as others. But we want to “conceal
our light (talents), mingle in the crowd, soften our edges, and re-
solve our conflicts.”

                                                                              (CONTINUED)



12

Biographies

Usually, though, “flowing along with the waves” means to
follow the latest fad. For instance, you see there are hippies, so
you go along and become a hippie, too. That’s to “flow along
with the waves.” If people take marijuana, then you also fol-
low along with the waves. Do you want to be like that? No.
You want to be among them, but not be influenced by them.
You don’t want to be defiled by them. It is also called “accord-
ing with conditions but not changing; not changing yet accord-
ing with conditions.” How can one be like this?

The Master replied, “Sometimes one enters the wild
underbrush. Other times one ascends a solitary peak.”
Sometimes one goes to the lowest level in the bushes. Other
times one ascends to the peak, the highest level. But even if one
enters the lowest level, it’s not low; and if one ascends to the
highest level, it’s not high. That’s to be together, but not to “flow
along with the waves.” One should be together with the wild
underbrush and the solitary peak, but not be “flowing along
with the waves.” You don’t become the wild underbrush; nei-
ther do you become the solitary peak.

Once the Master entered the hall to speak the Dharma
and remarked, “At dusk the rooster crows.” Because he saw
that people had fallen asleep, he used the word “dusk.” Dusk is
when the sun has just descended. It is not dark yet, but it’s about
to get dark. You still can see things. Here we’re talking about
dusk, not the middle of the night.

Dusk is when it starts to become dark; however, only when
it starts to become bright will the roosters crow. When have you
seen a rooster crow at dusk? Never. Maybe you could say that
you’ve heard it before. I also have heard it before. What have I
heard? I heard that the dawn in Asia is the dusk in America. So,
if you look at it this way, maybe you’ll understand this principle.

Also, dusk is when people go to sleep, while dawn is when
roosters crow. This is the time you think of what you’re going
to do when the daylight comes. That’s the meaning. It also means
that even thought it’s dusk, you still should be as energetic as you
were during the day and be vigorous in your cultivation. When
it’s getting dark, don’t think that you want to sleep and you
don’t want to cultivate. One must be constantly vigorous during
the six periods of time.

At midnight the sun shines brightly. Who’s ever seen
the sun shine brightly at midnight? This means one is cultivating
the Way to the point that there are no other people, no self, no
living beings, and no life span. At that point, one is thus, thus
unmoving and constantly understanding. At that time, the proper
eyes on one’s crown are open, and one can see empty space, the
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great earth, and the great treasury of light shining brightly.
It’s a thousand, million times brighter than the shining of
the sun. This is skill. The snow-like lion is alarmed and
opens his big red eyes. One opens one’s  red eyes, like
those of a great lion.

On another occasion when he entered the hall,
the Master said, “Last year’s plum blossoms, this
year’s willow—colorful and fragrant.” The plum blos-
soms are fragrant, and the flower of the willow is white.
The willow trees and leaves are green. Have you seen the
willow flowers? Their color is something to see, and they
are fragrant to smell. They’re very nice to look at, and
when you smell them, they’re very fragrant, too. The wil-
low trees give the feeling that they are at ease. Plum blos-
soms are also very fragrant in the spring.

He let out a loud yell. His loud yelling frightened
the people, and they became breathless. They all waited
and waited. What were they waiting for? After the loud
yell, if one didn’t have any false thoughts, one would be-
come enlightened. That’s to “stop the myriad flows.”

After a long time had elapsed…You could say this
is “encompassing qian and kun”: when no one is speaking
and everything is emptied. What did he say?

He remarked, “If I didn’t yell at you this time…”
That’s to “flow along with the waves.” When speaking,
you can say it’s “flowing along with the waves,” but, when
nothing can be said, it’s “encompassing qian and kun.” If
one enters dhyana samadhi, then that’s “stopping the myriad
flows.” If I didn’t yell at you, you all would not have lis-
tened attentively to the Dharma. You’d still go on in the
same old way. You all would stay pretty much the same
way as you were in the past. You would not pay attention
and would not know what I was speaking about. Your
bad habits have not gone away yet. You have not “stopped
the myriad flows” or “encompassed qian and kun,” and
you still don’t know how to “flow along with the waves.”

Speak up. After you’ve spoken—then what? Try
to speak up. What happens after you’ve gotten it?

Keep your eyes wide open, in order to see clearly.
To keep your eyes wide open means you want to see the
roads clearly and walk properly ahead; you don’t want to
follow the crowd and get influenced.

    To be continued
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