
40

Bodhi Field

Our first stop was Great Bodhi Mon-
astery in the city of  Twin-Duck Moun-
tain in the Northeast (Manchuria). To
me, it was a small city which I had never
heard of. It is situated about five hours
driving distance north of Harbin. Bud-
dhism is prospering locally. The abbot
of  the monastery, Dharma Master
Zhengxiu told us that there were about
seventy thousand Buddhist participants
during the Day of Opening Light of
the monastery. It was so crowded that
the local government officials were not

able to attend until motor vehicles were sent for them. When
we arrived at Great Bodhi Monastery, the abbot extended us
a huge welcome - the main gate was opened for us and a long
string of  fireworks went off, then the local assembly formed
lines to greet us on the granite pathway leading to the main
hall. Our delegation entered the lecture hall where there was
not an empty seat on all levels of the building. There must
have been at least four to five hundred people who came for
the Dharma talk. There were more than ten people who came
all the way from Tianjin for the talk. When the Dharma as-
sembly had ended, the Dharma Masters from CTTB were
treated like movie stars with people requesting to take pictures
with them. Before the delegation departed from the monastery,
Dharma Master Sure promised to return to hold a seven-day
Dharma talk session in 2009.

Ultimate Bliss Monastery in Harbin was our second stop.
The abbot, Dharma Master Jing Bo, was waiting for us at the
main entrance when we arrived. First we toured the monastery
and then we entered the main hall to listen to the Dharma talk.
There was an estimated two thousand people that day. Is Bud-
dhism really flourishing in China? I recalled meeting an old lay
person who was reciting the Buddha’s name with a chain of
recitation beads in hand at the entrance of  the Forbidden City in
Beijing. He asked where the Sangha in our delegation came
from; at the same time I asked him whether Buddhism in
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China was flourishing. He told me, “Buddhism in Beijing is not
flourishing.” From talking to him, my impression was that while Bud-
dhism flourished in some places within China, it was not the same
everywhere. Because of  the fact that the Venerable Master came from
Northeast China, the locals have had heard stories about Master Hua.
As such, folks have special admiration for the group from the CTTB.
Dharma Master Jing Bo said that some Dharma Masters in the area had
participated in the Water, Land, and Air ceremony held in CTTB, it was
possible that the Venerable Master had planted the seeds for us in the
past so that our delegation received such an overwhelming welcome
during our visit. In order to spread the seeds of  Orthodox Dharma in
China, he asked if  it would be possible to invite Dharma Masters from
China to visit CTTB so that they could experience Buddhism from a
difference perspective. That way, the Venerable Master’s Dharma trea-
sures and practices could be taken back to China. The result could be
similar to the time when the Venerable Master invited Dharma Masters
from China to attend the Threefold Ordination ceremony and Water,
Land, and Air ceremony in CTTB, allowing Dharma Masters from
China to acknowledge the practice at CTTB.

Almost every monastery in China today charges an admission fee.
According to Upasika Tan Guo Shi, lots of  monasteries were destroyed
after the Cultural Revolution. The government fronted the rebuilding
costs and is now recovering the costs from admission fees. The Water
and Land ceremony is being performed in nearly every monastery in
Jiangnan, which greatly benefits both esoteric and exoteric Buddhist
traditions. This is especially a blessing for the souls and ghosts drifting in
the Three Evil Paths. However, if the cultivators do not uphold the
principles of no fighting, no greedy, no seeking, no selfishness, no pur-
suit of personal advantage, and no lying, they may encounter obstruc-
tions in their spiritual practice.

On our visit to Fajian monastery in Hangzhou during our journey,
the Dharma Master who received us said that they hold their summer
retreat during the fourth to seventh lunar months and engage in intensive
study and research of the four divisions of Vinaya by watching VCDs
of  Dharma Masters from Taiwan giving lectures. This brought to mind
that besides our effort to circulate the Venerable Master’s books; maybe
we should mass produce his teachings in VCDs, DVDs, CDs and MP3,
thereby providing research and teaching material for monasteries in China.

There are more than ten billion people in China. Companies with
global operations are fighting to tap into this huge market. We on the
other hand are propagating the Buddhadharma to save living beings.
Borrowing the same ideas from these global companies, this really is a
place with 100% potential. Although China has been unstable in the last
several decades, suffering upheavals in cultural as well as religious fronts,
as Buddhism has already had thousands of years of history in China, to
many, Buddhism has long been considered China’s own religion. In a
place where there is so much Buddhist history, we should try hard to
resurrect Buddhism in China, fulfilling the Venerable Master’s prophecy
of  “Propagating the Orthodox Dharma back to China.”


