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DRBA Sangha Meeting Held
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On Monday, November 12, 2007, the annual Sangha meeting of
the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association(DRBA) was held at the
Daoyuan Hall at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Dharma Mas-
ter Jin Chan chaired the meeting. Some monastics came back from
different branches, others joined in by conference calls from out
states or overseas. At DRBA, the monastic ate stationed all over the
wortld. They have very few chances to gather together due to each
one’s busy schedule for the temple or cultivations. The sangha meet-
ing has positive effects to strengthen the internal communication and
coherence.

Monastics reviewed and passed the decisions of the previous
Sangha Meeting and then proceed with the election of Sangha Di-
rectors of the Board of DRBA. On the Board, there are 41 directors;
the monastic takes 25 places, 60 percent. Eight Sangha Directors are
up for reelection this year. Among them, Dharma Masters Heng
Sure, Heng Bin, Heng Lyu, Heng Chih, Heng Liang and Heng Gwei
are appointed by the Venerable Master, at their posts without mak-
ing major offences, after three announcements they were reelected.
Dharma Masters Heng Jang and Heng Chiang, who were elected by
the Sangha and are due and nominated again, voted by Bhikshuns
and ate reelected.

In 2009, CTTB will celebrate the 30™ Anniversary of the Grand
Opening of the Thousand Hand and Thousand Eye Gwan Shi Yin
Bodhisattva. The activities are one of the major discussions in the
meeting. A book commemorating the 30" Anniversary of CTTB,
transmission of the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts, the Flower Adorn-
ment Dharma Assembly and an Exhibition Hall, etc. are thus far
planned.

Recently, the Men Coordinating Committee (MCC) and the
Women Coordinating Committee (WCC) held a meeting on Sangha
education, in order to cope with the changes of the time, to con-

tinue spreading Dharma passed down from the Venerable Master
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Report on Honoring Elders Day
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Hua in the West and in Asia. Under
this item, monastics had a lively dis-
cussion including: how to increase
the monastic’s resolves, upgrade the
cultivation to benefit self and

others, to bring up the level of the

organization and carry on the tra-
ditions established by the Venerable
Master so that DRBA sangha will fulfill a Bodhisattva’s practices. It collected
the grass root opinions. Due to the Sangha education involves vast phases,
Dharma Master Heng Shun suggested M/Wecc send out the preliminary pro-
posals to all Sangha members, with more time and deeper consideration,
monastics can make suggestions.

Dharma Master Jin Chan concluded: “We should purify our minds
first, then benefit others and bring beings to leave the household of afflic-
tions in the Triple Realms, help them to attain the ultimate liberation.
Therefore, to enter the monastic will not be in vain.”

It was decided the next Annual Sangha Meeting will be held on Tuesday,
November 11, 2008. DM Jin Yan will be Election Secretary and DM
Heng Je will be Assistant Election Secretary. The meeting was adjourned
at 3:30 pm.

On Saturday, November 17" , the dining hall of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas was once again filled with the sound of laughter and exuded a
heartwarming atmosphere — Honoring Elders Day activities had started
since nine o’clock. Since the Venerable Master Hua created this meaningtul
activity in 1992, it has taken place every fall without fail and has been spread
to other temples throughout the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association. Some
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elders participate in the event annually, and they look forward td
it every year. To some, this day is a grand occasion, and they
treat it like they would any other grand occasion.

This year, Heng Yin Shr started with a speech, explaining the
origins and the purpose of Honoring Elders Day. Immediately
ensuing were many student performances, such as lion and dragon
dance by the Boys’ School, and other traditional dances like the
Chinese dance and folk dances by the Gitls’ School and the Pomo
Indians. There were also piano pieces, taiko, Chinese Orchestra,
plays, etc. These performances were meant to ensure that the el-
ders would have an unforgettable day. In response, the elders
rewarded the performers with prodigious rounds of applause to
express their gratitude.

The main attraction this year was the 16 Shaolin

monks, who performed renowned Shaolin

close combat techniques such as Monkey Fist,

Eagle’s Claw, Tiger Claw,
Drunken Fist, etc. They
also performed various
sword, sabre, spear,
hain whip techniques,
as well as the Tongzi

; Gong, a technique which
reqflires one to train flexibility from
ildhood. Finally, the crowd was also
treated by a display of taiji techniques
which are rarely seen. The Abbot of the
monks has left home since he was six, and
began his martial arts training ever since. These
monks may already be well-versed in martial
arts, but they still have to train vigorously on a
daily routine, for fear of forgetting their routines.
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From this point, we can see how much effort it takes just for a short
performance. From this example we can grasp the fact that everything requires
practice. Shouldn’t this be true for studies and cultivation as well?

Besides the fantastic performances, the vegetarian meal was a tasty treat for
the elders. One student commented that he saw the nuns and laity busily work-
ing in the kitchen to provide the tasty meal, and that they were so busy they had
no time to watch the performances, or even to eat. From this incident, he
learned the true meaning of sacrificing for the sake of others.

For the students of the Developing Virtue Schools, Honoring Elders Day
and Cherishing Youth Day are two very important days, because they sacrifice
a lot of time in order to practice for performances, so the alumni often come
back on these days to cheer on their juniors. This year, one alumni even brought
up some college friends for Honoring Elders Day, raising the level of aware-
ness of this unique event.

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas has followed the instruction of the
Venerable Master Hua and pools the resources needed annually to host this
event. The whole point of the event is to let the elders know that there are still
people who care and respect them. Also, we hope that that through this event,
people will remember their elders, care for them, and let them enjoy the re-

mainder of their lives in peace.
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