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This is the second
Dharma Realm
Buddhist Associa-
tion (DRBA) Bud-
dhist History and
Culture Delegation
to China. Seven
monastics
participated, with the
monks led by
Dharma Master
Heng Sure and the
nuns led by Dharma Master Heng Liang. Lay members came
from our branch monasteries in Taiwan, Seattle, Los Angeles, the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) and San Francisco,
making a total of 21 delegation members. The main Dharma
activities were centered in Dongbei, after which a sub-delegation
of primarily nuns visited other temples and Buddhist Academies
for females.

A special characteristic of the delegation this time was that, after
the open policy on religion in China, for the first time there were
American monks and nuns equally propagating the Buddhadharma
to hundreds of laity at the same time and same place!

Because of the Venerable Master’s blessings and virtue, we
were welcomed and honored at all the monasteries we visited.
From 90-year-old cultivators to monastics in their thirties, all ad-
mire the virtue of the Venerable Master! All praise his teachings
on cultivation! They all call the Venerable Master “The noble monk
who traveled to America”

On the first day, October 7, the delegation started the journey.
Though it was late autumn, the weather was very nice in Beijing.
The sun was beautiful and the breeze gentle, as if a warm gesture
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to welcome our arrival. After breakfast, we were all very ener-
getic taking the flight to Harbin, the capital city of Heilongjiang,
one of the three provinces in Dongbei. Harbin is not far from
the hometown of the Venerable Master. Most of the delegation,
which should have been exhausted from the long trip to China
of over ten hours, was glowing instead from the beautiful day.

At Harbin Airport, Master Zhengxiu, the abbot of Daputi
Monastery of Jixian County, and some laypeople were already
waiting to receive the Dharma Masters. A police car escorted our
bus all the way to Jixian County, so that we enjoyed a smooth
ride and arrived at our destination before we knew it. Daputi
Monastery is on the outskirts of Jixian County. When we arrived,
it was late in the evening and hard to drive on the hilly roads, so
we stayed there overnight.

The rainfall from the previous night really helped refresh the
air. On our way to Daputi Monastery, we passed by many vil-
lages and cornfields. Farmers were busy harvesting their last crop
of corn. The late autumn colors of yellow and red surely gave us
a desolate feeling!

I remembered when I was little, the Venerable Master said
that in his hometown, gaoliang (sorghum) was their staple food,
and people made roofs and huts out of sorghum stalks. However,
we saw not even one single sorghum plant! While I was wonder-
ing in my mind, the local people finally answered my question:
Farmers, in order to meet the needs of their markets, switched
to planting corn because it was more in demand, sold at a higher
price, and had broader applications. We had a chance to savor
delicious corn and corn flour pancakes! Corn, soybean and soy-
bean oil comprise one
third of the market in
China
Heilongjiang Province.

When we got off
the bus, the first sight
was “the First Pagoda
of Dongbei”; the
Medicine Master Bud-
dha Pagoda stood mag-

from

nificently on the hill.
Then we heard the loud
noise of firecrackers. A
brass band was playing
the beautiful melody of
Amitabha Buddha.
Laypeople of Daputi
W Monastery lined the two
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@ sides of the path, reciting Amitabha Buddha
and welcoming us. Some laypeople warmly
presented flowers to all the Dharma Masters.
Following Abbot Zhengxiu, we walked on the
red carpet all the way to the Buddha Hall as the
laity recited.

This was the first day that DRBA Dharma
Masters were lecturing at the Buddhist Acad-
¥ cmy of Daputi Monastery. There were only
about a dozen student monks at the Academy,
perhaps due to its remote location. However,
that day many Dharma Masters and laypeople
came from afar, some from over ten hours
away, to listen. Our Dharma Masters spoke
three times altogether here to an audience of five or six hundred.
The sincerity of the laity was truly touching! Numerous ques-
tions were raised at the last speech; unfortunately, because of
the limited time our Dharma Masters couldn’t answer them all!
All the Dharma Masters in the delegation spared no effort to
offer the Dharma. As soon as the female Dharma Masters
started to talk, the audience immediately exhibited surprise, con-
centration and admiration!

Jile Monastery at Harbin was the second stop of the
delegation. In the afternoon of October 9, we arrived at this
big city with Russian influence. That evening, Abbot Jinbo
brought a big group of laypeople to visit the Dharma Masters.
These laypeople were mostly senior disciples of the Venerable
Master in Dongbei and some of them had taken refuge with
him back in 1944 or 1945. Some of them had been invited to
visit CTTB. Seeing the Dharma Masters in the delegation, they
were just as cordial, warm and respectful as if they had seen the
Venerable Master!

Even though only 30-40 minutes was allowed for the lec-
ture this morning, many participants had come to the Monas-
tery as early as 8:00 a.m. to wait so that they would not be left
out. Because Jile Monastery is located in the city center and some
people had come from afar, the audience was well over 2,000.
According to Abbot Jinbo, everyone fights to see the American
Dharma Masters who are disciples of the Venerable Master,
“the noble monk who traveled to America,” and to be blessed
with Dharma bliss! He had not advertised the lecture; otherwise,
the crowd would have been overwhelming! The Buddha Hall
in Jile Monastery could accommodate 700-some people, and
people were everywhere outside of the Hall, in the courtyard,
on the lawn, sitting or standing. They were all so devoted, re-

spectful and joyous!
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Abbot Jinbo treated the delegation members to a delicious lunch at a
vegetarian restaurant owned by Jile Monastery called Xiangji World. Given
the savory and appealing delicacies they served, it was no wonder the
two-story restaurant was packed!

In the afternoon, an old disciple of the Venerable Master in Dongbei,
Dharma Master Guo Jie, took us to visit the hometown of the Venerable
Master. We were told that a village with a few small houses scattered
about was the birthplace of the Venerable Master. The site where the
Venerable Master had observed filial piety is a vast cornfield now. Dharma
Master Guo Jie had invited a professional surveyor to research the Vener-
able Master mother’s gravesite. And he had designed and planned to build
a Memorial Hall for the Ven. Master’s Mother within 300 square meters
of the research site.

Dharma Master Guo Jie grew up in Dongbei and took refuge with
the Venerable Master. In 1987, at the Venerable Master’s invitation, he
came to CTTB, and after taking the Bodhisattva Precepts he returned to
China. He had wished to become a monastic at CTTB; however, because
of his elderly mother was still living in Dongbei at the time, the Venerable
Master told him to leave the householder’s life after his mother passed
away. Before he departed, the Venerable Master exhorted him, “Despite
hardships in the hometown, cultivate welll” Later, after he took cate of
his mother’s funeral, he became a monk. He cultivated in Mt. Jiuhua for a
year and went into seclusion for three years. Because he didn’t forget the
Venerable Mastet’s exhortation, he returned to
his hometown and resolved to build a temple,
Huazang (Flower Treasury) Monastery. Basing
himself on the Venerable Mastet’s Three Great
Principles: “Freezing to death we do not scheme,
starving to death we do not beg, dying of pov-
erty we ask for nothing,” he has not yet fin-
ished building the temple even after more than
12 years have gone by.
Nor did he forget this
teaching of the Vener-
able Master: We re-
nounce our lives to do
the Buddha’s work, ----
. - We carry on the
Patriarch’s mind
| transmission.” In the
A freezing cold of
3 Dongbei, he sits on the
S ground, taking one meal
a day, and dares not to spend a single cent recklessly! With the Buddha’s
blessings and the protection of the dragons and gods, may the Proper

Dharma soon flourish in Dongbei! .
£ To be continued
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