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2. Beings within the Buddhadharma who are lax (those who under-
stand the Buddhadharma, but are still lax). Surely, these kinds of  people
haven't cut off the solitary type of ignorance, and their laxness can induce
the three other kinds of  ignorance. So with these as conditions, karmic
activities are produced.

3. Beings within the Buddhadharma, who aren’t lax and are diligent in
their cultivation and learning. They haven’t cut off the solitary type of
ignorance, and they create non-meritorious activities due to false thinking
induced by the other three kinds of ignorance. However, since these non-
meritorious activities cannot condition rebirth in the three evil realms of
existence, we cannot illustrate ignorance’s conditioning action this way. If
they engage in meritorious activities and indeterminate activities motivated
by undeluded intentions and wholesome minds relying on Proper Dharma,
and transfer the merit and virtue for the sake of liberation, we cannot say
it is ignorance that conditions activities even though they gain an excellent
rebirth because of their wholesome deeds (since they rely on liberation,
and transfer the merit and virtue to liberation, and are not seeking rebirth
in the three realms of existence). Nevertheless, this is an excellent cause that
can cut off the four kinds of ignorance.

4. The Holy Sages who are Learners (refers to the Shravakas that have
certified to the first, second, or third stages of the fruition of a Holy Sage).
For them the solitary type of  ignorance has been cut off  forever. Even
though they engage in non-meritorious actions because of the false think-
ing induced by the other three kinds of ignorance, it will not condition
their rebirth into the three evil realms of existence. Consequently, we can-
not illustrate that ignorance conditions activities in this situation. Since these
Holy Sages that are Learners have cut off the solitary type of ignorance,
they will not create any new karma. However, all their past karma has not
yet been extinguished forever due to its latent power. When they are tem-
porarily in contact with it, the retribution will spew forth. The manifesta-
tion of  “ignorance conditioning karmic activities” diminishes in life after
life, and will never increase again. Therefore, they will not create any more
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karmic activities conditioned by ignorance.
6) Extraordinary deviant activities. The four types of ignorance men-

tioned above can cause the increase or decrease of two kinds of deviant
activities towards the Truth. The increase of  deviant activities comes from
four types of  confusion: mistaking what is not Dharma as being the Dharma;
mistaking what is the Dharma as not being the Dharma; having been born in
the heavens, mistaking an expedient for the path to liberation as not being an
expedient for the path; mistaking what is not an expedient as being an expedi-
ent for the path. These are those that cause the increase of deviant activities.
What are the deviant activities that cause a decrease? All slandering of deviant
views decrease deviant activities.

7) Extraordinary marks and appearances. Ignorance has two marks or
characteristics. One is the extraordinary subtlety of its own appearance. The
other is the extraordinary common-appearance of all craving, non-craving or
neither craving or non-craving states. The ignorance that binds is so subtle that
is hard to comprehend, how much the less is the latent ignorance (the igno-
rance that binds manifests, for example when one is angry, or when the afflic-
tion of hatred manifests; during any other time, it is hidden internally, so it is
called latent ignorance). The response ignorance is so subtle that is hard to
comprehend, how much the less solitary ignorance. They include all the craving,
non-craving and neither craving or non-craving states that cover up true real-
ity and manifest illusory appearances (no other kind of affliction has this great
power to cover and obstruct). Even the view of a body (view of self) occurs
depending on this kind of ignorance.

8) Extraordinary karma: ignorance has two kinds of  karma. The first is
the karma that everywhere creates what all the transformations rely on. Sec-
ond is the karma that everywhere creates all that stillness can hinder.

Q: What is “all the transformations?”
A: That is it transforms the places, it transforms the events, and it trans-

forms in such a way.
Q: What places does it transform?
A: They are the places in the three periods of time, because one discrimi-

nates a self.
Q: What events does it transform?
A: The events inside and outside the six sense-faculties, because there is

attachment to a self.
Q: How is it transformed?
A: When time is right, all karmas ripen and transform in sequence, be-

cause one discriminates a self and because one discriminates what is deviant.
Q: What is “all stillness”?
A: There are four kinds of  stillness: 1) what stillness relies upon; 2) what

stillness conditions; 3) what stillness creates; 4) what stillness brings to fruition.
9) Extraordinary obstruction. Ignorance obstructs supreme dharmas and

obstructs vast dharma. Supreme dharmas refer to the “faculty of  wisdom”.
It can gather in the five faculties and harmonize them. What obstructs it is
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ignorance. What is “vast dharma”? That is wisdom that comes about through
hearing, considering, and cultivation. What obstructs it is ignorance.

Q: If being without wisdom is called ignorance, is it only “not
having wisdom” that is known as ignorance?

A: No!
Q: What is wrong with saying “not having wisdom is ignorance”?
A: If this were so, then ignorance would not establish a definite

appearance. Therefore ‘no-wisdom’ can’t be called ignorance. Rather the
mind not knowing the reality of  all dharmas is called ‘ignorance’. If  the
mind can know the reality of  all dharmas, that is called ‘wisdom’.

10) Extraordinary binding. All beings in the three realms of existence
up to the summit of  existence, with respect to the Truths have all the kinds
of  non-wisdom, whether it is latent, binding, not yet deficient, or not yet
decreasing in completeness. Of these kinds of non-wisdom, the beings in
the Realm of  Sensual Desire have the heaviest. The beings of  the Form
Realm have it to a modicum degree. And the beings in the Formless Realm
have it to the lightest degree (these refer to those that are still unenlightened
worldlings). The Holy Sages gradually cut it off forever. Although the
Arhats have exhausted all outflows, and been liberated from all obstacles
of afflictions, however, they still have what the obstruction of what is
known gathers in - this kind of binding ignorance. So although one can say
that there are living beings who have ended ignorance, with the exception
of the Buddhas, they still have ignorance’s binding.

11) Extraordinary counteractions. There are two wonderful wisdoms
that can counteract ignorance. One is the partial, finite wonderful wisdom
of  the Dharma Realm that either depends or does not depend on the
sounds of others. The other is the complete, infinite wonderful wisdom
of  the Dharma Realm that relies on the sounds of  others. The partial,
finite wonderful wisdom of  the Dharma Realm is from the sixteen as-
pects of  the Four Noble Truths (impermanence, suffering, emptiness, and
not-self; the cause, accumulation, production, and conditions of suffering;
wonder, quiescence, extinction, and freedom from suffering; the path,
suchness, practice, and transcendence. Four aspects are derived from  each
of the following: suffering, the accumulation of suffering, the cessation of
suffering, and the path to the cessation of suffering).

 Q: What activity does this kind of wonderful wisdom do?
A: It stays far away from all defilements caused by the affliction of

ignorance. It separates from activities that bind.
Q: How do we know the appearance of the suffering of birth?
A: It’s what the inner conditions of suffering rely upon. It’s what the

outer conditions of sufferings rely upon. It's what the sufferings of all
conditions rely upon. The inner conditions of suffering are the sufferings
of sickness, aging and death. The outer conditions of suffering are sepa-
rating from those we love, meeting with those we hate, and not attaining
what we want. The sufferings of all conditions are the sufferings caused by
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the raging blaze of the Five Skandhas.
Q: What is craving, future craving, craving for the activities

that are delighted in, and craving for this and that?
A: ‘Craving’ is greed and attachment to the present self. ‘Future

craving’ is seeking for a future self. It is ‘craving for the activities that are
delighted in’ if one is deeply attached to the wealth one has attained and
present states. It is ‘craving for this and that’ if one is seeking for wealth
that one has not yet attained and states that have not yet manifested.

Q: How can this craving be cut off without any remainder?
A: When one sees the Path, cultivates the Path, and accordingly cuts

off  afflictions, the lower and higher bonds are cut off. Since they are
cut off, the future fruition of suffering and craving are cut off, and the
present suffering of fruition and craving are cut off. That’s how crav-
ing is cut off without remainder.

Q: All of the Four Dwellings in Mindfulness, and so forth
are Dharmas that are the Factors of  Bodhi within the Holy Path.
Why do we refer only to the Eightfold Holy Path as the Path?

A: The factors of the Eightfold Holy Path universally gather in all
of  the dharmas that are the factors of  Bodhi.

Q: If  these are the Holy Truths, why did the World Honored
one speak further about the twofold truths--the worldly truth
and the truth of the supreme meaning?

A: Within the Four Holy Truths, it is worldly truth if  the states that
one cultivates are dharmas that dwell in wisdom. It is the truth of  the
supreme meaning if one has personally certified to the states where the
wisdom of the most supreme meaning operates, not where the wis-
dom of secure establishment operates.

Q: What does the wonderful wisdom of the complete, infi-
nite dharma realm condition? What are its activities and
characteristics? What are its undertakings?

A: This wisdom also takes the Four Holy Truths as its conditions.
Its  characteristics are pure thought of the truth, entering into all the
Truths, and creating all kinds of  righteous and beneficial deeds for all
living beings. It can separate from all obstructions of afflictions and of
what is known. It can be relied upon to certify to All-Wisdom and the
ultimately pure Dharma Realm. It can also be relied upon to rescue all
living beings from all disasters and harm.

All of the above are the extraordinary counteractions to ignorance.
                                                                The end of the article

ANNOUNCEMENT

Due to lack of space, the article”Introducing a Good Book for
Investigating the Shurangama Mantra” will be continued in a later issue.
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