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Sutra:
Clever in answering difficult questions,
They have no fear in their minds.
Patient under insult, resolute in their thoughts,
They are upright and proper, possessing awesome virtue.
Praised by the Buddhas of the ten directions,
Skilled in their ability to distinguish and explain,
They take no delight in being with the multitudes,
But always prefer Dhyana concentration.
Because they are seeking the Buddha Way,
They have been dwelling in empty space below.
Commentary:
Clever in answering difficult questions. They cultivate the Bodhisattva Way
and open prajna wisdom. Therefore, no matter how difficult the problem, they
can resolve it. Not only can they resolve it, they do so in very astute and wonderful ways. They have eloquence without obstruction—the four kinds of unobstructed eloquence. Because they have unobstructed eloquence, they are able
to answer all hard-to-answer questions. They have no fear in their minds.
Their minds do not experience fear.
They are patient under insult and resolute in their thoughts. Patience is
not easy. Without knowing why it’s so, people like praise and dislike being scolded.
It’s very difficult to cultivate patience. You may be patient once, you may even be
patient twice, but by the third time, you can’t take it. All of you who hear the
Buddhadharma here every day should be able to make use of it. When the time
comes, when a situation arises, you should know it. If you know it, you will not
be turned by it. If you do not know it, you will be turned by that state. Not
knowing means not recognizing it. If you know it, then you recognize it.
That is why I say:
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Everything is a test
To see what you will do.
If you don’t recognize what’s before you,
You’ll have to start anew.
A state comes up, and whether it’s pleasant or unpleasant, you
should recognize it. Don’t let it be that when you encounter a favorable state, it’s as sweet as candy, but when you encounter an
opposing state, it’s as bitter as huanglian (the plant “golden thread”).
If you feel that favorable states are sweet and opposing states are
bitter, then you are being turned by states. If in both favorable and
unfavorable circumstances you can remain unmoved, so that even
your mind does not move, then you have a bit of skill, of gong fu.
What is a favorable state? Suppose someone praises you,
saying, “He really cultivates. He works hard! He’s vigorous day
and night. He never quits.” Hearing this you think, “That’s great.
That’s as sweet as honey.” Your heart rejoices; you feel great.
Now, let’s suppose someone slanders you: “He’s terrible! He’s
lazy, he’s gluttonous, and he doesn’t cultivate at all. He says he’s a
cultivator, but he never cultivates.” You respond, thinking, “I don’t
want to hear this. How can he talk like that about me?” It’s as
bitter as huanglian. Huanglian, in case you don’t know, is the bitterest
of Chinese medicinal herbs. However, although it’s bitter, if you
have illnesses stemming from excessive fire and you take huanglian,
it will get rid of your fire. It’s an excellent medicinal herb, but it’s
very bitter.
You also have to consider where the state is coming from. For
instance, if you are a cultivator, perhaps a left-home person, and
you are scolded by your teacher, you think, “I won’t argue or get
angry or talk back. I’ll just act as if nothing were happening.” That
doesn’t count as patience. Why? Because where disciples are
concerned, they should bear what should be borne and even bear
the unbearable when it comes from their teacher. That can’t be
classed as the cultivation of patience.
On the other hand, if, as a teacher, you can bear up when your
disciples scold you, that means you have a little skill. If the disciples
scold the teacher, and the more he is scolded the happier he gets,
then he has some skill. Or suppose you are scolded by a beggar,
and you feel as though it didn’t even happen, that can be counted as
patience.
But if a policeman scolds you, even if he’s being totally
unreasonable, even if it’s unbearable, you still have to bear it. For
example, you are out on the street looking around as if you might
be about to steal something, and a policeman comes up and says,
“Hey! What are you up to? Are you a thief? I’m going to search
you.” You must be patient. Why? Because the policeman has
authority, and you don’t have any authority. And so you have to
endure his questions. That doesn’t count as patience. If an inferior
bullies you and you can bear it, you have patience.
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