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The issue of religious pluralism has become a critical imperative
in our time. When different religions and worldviews were limited to their respective communities of believers this was not the
case. However, in a global age, with each tradition struggling to
maintain its unique claim to Truth, the clash of worldviews has
become a dominant theme. If we are to succeed as a global
society — and there is no turning back from that anymore —
then the adherents of diverse religions must make a serious effort to mutually understand each other. In short, we must build
bridges of respect and compassion amongst ourselves.
The late Venerable Chan Master Hsuan Hua insisted on ecumenical respect, and he delighted in interfaith dialogue. He stressed
commonalities in religious traditions – above all their emphasis
on proper conduct, compassion and wisdom. He was also a pioneer in building bridges between different Buddhist national
traditions. In fact, the Institute for World Religions (IWR) is the
direct result of ecumenical inspiration and joint planning between
the Venerable Master Hua and Roman Catholic Cardinal Yu Bin
in 1976. Today, IWR is an educational division of Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU) located in Berkeley, California.
The Institute promotes interreligious education at the Dharma
Realm Buddhist University, the Graduate Theological Union, and
the world at large. IWR fellows teach university courses, give
public lectures, and participate in a number of monastic and lay
interfaith dialogues. In addition, the Institute publishes an annual
journal, Religion East & West, and organizes interfaith forums and
events for DRBU students and the community.
On September 15, IWR hosted an Interreligious Art & Music Festival at Berkeley Monastery. Eighteen artists from the major
world religions displayed sixty splendid artworks, including Gwo
He Shr, Tom Mahon, April Berger, and Mohamed Zakariya. In
addition, live music performances from Hindu, Native American,
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Jewish, interspiritual, Christian, Muslim, and Buddhist traditions
were staged, which represented the devotional traditions of the
world religions. For instance, Rev. Heng Sure offered Buddhist
folk songs from his new “Paramita” CD. In addition, an abundance of fine teas were generously donated and served by Teance,
and the Berkeley Monastery community kindly provided tasty
vegan snacks. Ching Images donated photography and graduate
students from the UC Berkeley School of Journalism are in the
process of making a documentary that includes this event. Two
hundred people attended the festival and enjoyed the powerful
energy generated by the many open-hearted individuals who gathered to share their traditions and learn about others.
The art featured in the poster for this festival, depicting bridges
between a number of sacred places, was designed by Fr. Arthur
Poulin, a
Camaldolese
monk. First
printed as a
Christmas
card, the inside read,
“Let there be
peace on
earth.” The
painting captures the spirit
of the Interreligious Art
& Music
Festival, the
goal of which
is to bring together the
larger community to
learn more about the many faith traditions, through art, in an
environment of individuals who value all world religions.
The next IWR event will be the 7th annual Master Hua Memorial Lecture on March 20, 2008 featuring Professor Hal Roth,
Director of the Contemplative Studies Initiative at Brown
University. The lecture will start at 7:30pm at 1798 Scenic Avenue,
Berkeley, CA 94709.
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