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Introducing “The Sutra on the Dharma of Explaining the

Extraordinary Characteristics of the First Factor in
Conditioned Origination” (Part Il)
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Q: If we just say: “craving” conditions “existence”, but do not

say “grasping leads to existence,”

what’s wrong with this
statement?

A: “Craving” means “seeking”. One does not seek for rebirth in an
evil realm. However, even though one is seeking for rebirth in a good
realm, due to non-metitorious conducts, one is reborn in an evil realm.

Q: If grasping leads to existence, why don’t we say that grasp-
ing and existence are the Noble Truth of the Origin of Suffering,
instead we say that craving is the Origin of Suffering?

A: Craving can cause four kinds of karma. First, it causes the karma
of greed and bondage towards one’s own state. Second, it causes the
origination of all grasping karma. Third, it causes the previous induced
‘karmic activities’ to turn into ‘existence’. Fourth, it causes the continua-
tion of rebirth after death.

Q: If birth, aging and death, mentality and materiality, the
six sense faculties, contact and feeling all lead to the birth of the
body, why do we normally just talk about birth, aging and death?

A: It is to demonstrate the three sufferings of the birth of the body.
Birth demonstrates the suffering of process. Aging indicates the suffer-
ing of decay. And death indicates the suffering within suffering.

Q: What are birth of the body and the appearance of birth?

A: It’s birth in progressive order. It’s birth that belongs to others.
1t’s birth of this body as such.

Q: What is birth in progressive order?

A: It originates from conception, gradually growing, and being
born out of the womb. Thereafter, one grows up gradually. Once
grown-up, one can enjoy the worldly life. All of these constitute birth in
progressive order.

Q: Who has the birth that belongs to others?

A: Those who are born of the five skandbas, the 12 ayatanas and
the 18 dhatus don’t have a self. Why is that? Due to the gradual growing

of the skandhas and the others, their nature is impermanent. That is, the
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dharma of impermanence has this characteristic of birth.

Q: How are they born?

A: The force of the life-faculty is sustained temporarily and is limited,
therefore its nature is impermanent. The Dharma of impermanence is like this
and thus there is birth.

Q: What are the characteristics that we should know in “condi-
tioned origination”?

A: We can understand “conditioned origination” from three characteristics.
1. You should know conditioned origination by its unmoving action. 2. You
should know conditioned origination by the nature of impermanence. 3. And
you should know conditioned origination by its capabilities.

Q: What’s the difference between cause, condition and derivation?

A: That which initiates what are called seeds, are primary causes. That
which supports the present life and causes rebirth to occur is supporting
conditions. That which leads to rebirth after death is derivation.

Q: What is meant by “conditioned origination”?

A: All components, depending on their own conditions, come together
without deficiency, and then continue on to arise. That is what is meant by
“conditioned origination”.

Q: Is there any other conditioned origination other than the “con-
ditioned origination of the birth of a body and its continuation”?

A: In brief, there are eight kinds of conditioned origination:

(1) Conditioned origination from enjoying worldly states. When the three
factors of the eye, form, and eye consciousness come together, there is contact.
Contact conditions feelings, and so forth.

(2) Conditioned origination of sustenance. The four kinds of food or
nutriment (i.e. edible food sustains the body; the food of sense-contact sus-
tains feelings; the food of thought sustains existence ; and the food of con-
sciousness sustains mentality-materiality) are most important for all the sense-
faculties because based on them they are sustained and grow.

(3) Conditioned origination of the sources of food: sprouts come from
grains, fields, seeds and water.

(4) Conditioned origination of the birth of all bodies and their continuation:
All components that are able to induce and produce bring forth all things that
can be induced and produced.

(5) Conditioned origination of the birth of all bodies’ interdependence:
all causes and conditions cause the establishment, dwelling and decaying of all
worlds.

(6) Conditioned origination of the differences of the bodies that are born:
the unwholesome deeds and good deeds with outflows result in the differ-
ences in the retribution bodies that are in the Three Evil Paths of Existence, as
well as the realms of human and gods.

(7) Conditioned origination of purity: The proper view brought forth by
other’s teachings or internal reasoning can extinguish ignorance. When igno-

rance is extinguished, all karmic activities are extinguished. Speaking broadly
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about this, it reaches to when birth is extinguished, old age and death are
extinguished.

(8) Conditioned origination with self-mastery: those who are well
able to contemplate in quietude and cultivate in samadhi realize all that
they wish for, and have no differences.

Q: Some Sutras say that conditioned origination is profound. How
can we know this characteristic of profundity in conditioned
origination?

A: There are five characteristics of profundity in conditioned
origination: 1) profundity of its causes 2) profundity of its characteristics
3) profundity of its generation 4) profundity of its distinctions and 5)
profundity of its dissemination.

There are another 5 kinds of profundity: 1) profundity of its marks
2) profundity of all the components that initiate cause and effect 3) pro-
fundity of all the components that generate cause and effect 4) profun-
dity of its distinctions and 5) profundity of its counteractions.

Still another 5 kinds of profundity are: 1) profundity of its gathering
in 2) profundity of its compliance 3) profundity of its opposition 4)
profundity of its maintaining and 5) the profundity of its activities.

Q: How should we understand the meaning of conditioned
origination?

A: The meaning of conditioned origination is: the absence of a maker,
generation when there is a cause, being apart from affection, arising in
dependence on other things, unmoving action, the nature of
impermanence, extinction in a £shana-instant of time, the incessant and
interrupted process of cause and effect, all kinds of causes of effects of
various different categories, causes and effects mutually complying with

each other, and definitive unchaotic causes and effects.

5) Extraordinary transformations. To briefly explain this, there are
four transformations of ignorance:

A. transformation by subsiding ignorance

B. transformation by binding ighorance

C. transformation by response ignorance

D. transformation by isolation ignorance

Who has transformations of ignorance that illustrate “with ignorance
as the condition, karmic activities are produced”? There are several kinds
of people to whom this would apply.

1. People of paths outside of Buddhism (this refers to those outside
of the Buddha-Dharma, those who don’t understand the Buddha-
Dharma, or those who are worldlings) have four different kinds of
ignorance. Having these conditions, they produce meritorious activities,
non-meritorious activities, and indeterminate activities. Even though they
create meritorious and indeterminate activities with wholesome minds,
they are still induced by deluded intentions (ignorance).

$0To be continued
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