DHARMA TALK DHARMA RAIN

THE DHARMA-RAIN AND LAMP OF THE MIND
ILLUMINATES THE PAST AND PRESENT (Part XXIX)
SELECTED TALKS FROM THE VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HUA’S VISIT TO ASIA FROM WINTER 1974 TO SPRING 1975
ENGLISH TRANSLATED BY SHRAMANERIKA JIN JING

Speaking of leaving home, some may say, “If everyone leaves
the home life, all business in the society will be at a standstill
and the human race will no longer exist!” There is no need to
worry about this issue since not everyone will venture forth
into the monastic life. In Thailand, Burma and Sri Lanka,
they have been advocating going forth to the monastic life,
but laity still outnumber the monastics. Left-home people
are part of the Triple Jewel. Why are they called the Triple
Jewel? It’s because they are precious - the Buddha, the Dharma,
and the Sangha are all precious. Why? It is because there are
very few monastics. If everyone leaves the home-life, then
monastics are no longer the Jewel. They will be deemed as
common as dirt, which is not precious at all. For example,
diamonds are most valuable in the world because they are
scarce. The same goes for gold. Its scarcity increases its monetary value. Therefore, not everyone will leave the home-life.
Why not? You see, this dazzling world is so wonderful and
full of happiness. People dance in the disco with such joy
and eat in the restaurant with such relish. How can they give
up men, women, and sensory pleasures in the world? It is
impossible to demand that everyone leaves the home-life.
Take Heng Ju, for example: he dared not say frankly the
reason he left home. I will now reveal to you why he left the
home life. The reason he left home was because he had nowhere else to hide from his girlfriend. Wherever he went, she
followed. She even followed him to the temple and wished
to become a Bhikshuni. Why? She could not let go of her
boyfriend. Let me tell you, right before Heng Ju left home,
his girlfriend was chasing after him. She had a car in which
she slept at night. This girlfriend of his had great spiritual
powers. Wherever he ran to, she would know about it and
chase after him until he had nowhere to go except the temple.
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A photo taken of the Venerable Master, Heng Ju (left) and Heng Yo (right) in 1974 winter during the Asia delegation

She came to the temple as well. This girl's brother was a cop,
who often made wireless calls to his sister and informed her of
Heng Ju’s location. She would then follow in pursuit. We had
just moved to Gold Mountain Monastery then.
Why did he not wish to keep the relationship with her? He
could not stand her smoking, drinking and the odor that came
with these habits. He came to the temple and requested to leave
home. He was living at the temple then. Her girlfriend told me
she wished to take refuge and she did. After taking refuge, she
wanted even more since she was still in pursuit of her goal. She
said to me, “Venerable Master, I have no place to live. Since no
one lives under the staircase, could I live there? Could you be
compassionate and allow me to stay here for convenience’s
sake?” she asked. Since no one lived there and there was just
enough space for one person, I replied, “All right! You can come
and stay!”
Originally, she said she would not move in until five or six
days later. Unexpectedly, she moved in that very same night. No
one knew when she snuck into Gold Mountain Monastery and
stayed here. She lived under the staircase and didn’t come out. I
was living on the third floor at the time when everyone else
stayed on the second floor. She lived under the staircase of the
first floor. That night around 2:00 a.m., I sensed that something
was wrong. I shouted to people downstairs, "You people on
the second floor, hurry and go downstairs. There is a monster
there. Something strange is going on. There is a fire!!!" Everyone
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was sleeping and could not even open their eyes. They rushed
downstairs and saw that the entire first floor was full of smoke.
There were a lot of wooden boards stored down there. If they
caught on fire, ten thousand fire trucks would not be able to
extinguish this fire since the entire first floor was stocked with
these wooden boards.
When Heng Ju went downstairs to check, he was unable to
see due to the smoke. He had to feel his way with his hands until
he saw a light. He opened the door and discovered the source of
the fire. His girlfriend was still sleeping and snoring. He shouted,
“Hurry and get up! Get up! You are about to be burnt to
death!” The fire was so close to her head. They moved the burning embers to the ground where there were no wooden boards.
Without putting out the fire, he ran under the staircase to wake
her up since she was still asleep. Why was she still sleeping? She
had been smoking while drunk and the cigarette had set the comforter on fire. She had no clue that the comforter was on fire and
that the first floor was full of smoke. She had no idea! When I
came down from the third floor, I saw that the fire was still
burning strong. I said, “Quickly use water to put out the fire!”
They then suddenly realized what was happening and put out the
fire. A month after the fire was extinguished, that building still
smelled smoky. What strong smoke it was! This is his story. He
came to the temple when he had nowhere to run to. He was
ashamed about this so he did not dare to tell it. Now, I have
divulged his story.
Q: Since we were soldiers before, from our hearts, we
all wish there to be no war. We are against killing since
killing is brutal. Going to war is also cruel. How can we
persuade those people? For example, for self-defense, we must
stand up and fight for our country and not let others invade us.
Hence, wars occur. Combative behavior is very bloody and cruel!
How can we resolve this problem? Originally, killing is very sinful.
However, in controversial situations, if we do not stand up for
ourselves and fight, we surrender as people invade us. But surrendering is not going to satisfy the desires of these invaders. In
this kind of difficult situation, what approaches should we take
to avoid wars among human beings?
Venerable Master: On the one hand, we must take care of
national self-defense. On the other hand, we must cease killing.
These are the two strategies. The “Essay of Mourning those Slain
on the Battlefield” says this well, “How to do it? Guard against
the foreigners on the borders of the four directions.” What should
be done? The nation must take care of the borders to defend
itself from invasion. Guard against the invaders, and try your
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best not to kill. These are the strategies. Have no thought of harming
others, yet at all times be on guard against potential invaders.
Q: Reduce killing to the minimum...
Venerable Master: Yes.
Q: What methods did the Buddha use to cope with the demons
and goblins?
Venerable Master: The Buddha used kindness and compassion
to gather and subdue them. He entered the Samadhi of Kindness.
Q: What is Samadhi?
Venerable Master: Concentration.
Q: Samadhi?
Venerable Master: Samadhi is Sanskrit.
Q: Samadhi is the attainment of concentration...What if you cannot move and transform him? What to do?
Venerable Master: If you can’t move and transform him, you will
then be moved and transformed by him instead. “When the nature is in
samadhi, the demons are subdued and everyday is happy. When false
thoughts do not arise, every place is peaceful.” Why is it that in your
nature there are demons? It’s because your nature is not in samadhi yet.
If your nature is not still, you mind moves around from morning to
night like layman Jin-Zhong Wang’s. If that’s the case, it is certain that
the demons will not be subdued. The demons will abet you to think
about this and that. If his mind is still, there will be no problems like
this. “When the nature is in samadhi, the demon is subdued and everyday is happy. When false thoughts do not arise, every place is
peaceful.” Why is it that you do not feel peace no matter where you
go? The reason is that you keep giving rise to false and deluded thoughts.
Your mad mind and wild nature cause you to feel uncomfortable all
over.

FTo be continued
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The Five Great Religions Penetrate and
Fuse with One Another
THE VENERABLE MASTER’S TALK TO STUDENTS OF HUMBOLDT STATE UNIVERSITY
AT THE SAGELY CITY OF TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS, FEBRUARY 22, 1992
TRANSLATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSLATION INSTITUTE

I want to greet all Good and Wise Advisors of different religions,
of different nationalities, of different ages. And this greeting includes all brothers and sisters, big and small, and all you talented
young friends with bright futures. Although we all come from
different nationalities, races, and religious faiths, yet we are people,
all the same. We all have our differing thoughts, beliefs, strong
points, and shortcomings. Catholicism has its strengths and
weaknesses; Protestantism, Islam, Confucianism, and Buddhism
all have their strengths and weaknesses. What are their strengths?
What are their weaknesses? If you look into them, you will find
each religion has both strengths and weaknesses.
The world’s five great religions—Confucianism, Taoism,
Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam—are just like the five flavors
of food: sour, sweet, bitter, hot, and salty. Although bitter is bitter,
some people still prefer its flavor. For example, Buddhism is very
bitter, that is to say, it promotes ascetic practices. When the Buddha was meditating in the Himalayas, he ate only one sesame seed
and one grain of wheat each day for six years. That’s how tough
his practices were, and yet there are people who are willing to try
it out. There are other religions that advocate sweetness; they tell
you what benefits will come to you, and what advantages you’ll
get by believing in it. Some people like to taste this flavor. In fact,
it is very popular. Many people like sweet stuff and don’t like
bitterness. Although food of sour taste is basically not easy to eat,
some people like sour food. Still others like to eat spicy food, no
matter how hot it is. Take Islamic people, for instance. Now,
don’t get me wrong, I’m not slandering the Muslims. Islam talks
about how Mohammed holds incense in one hand and a gun in
the other. If he meets a good person, he burns incense for him. If
he meets a bad person, he fires his gun. This is an analogy for hot,
spicy food. Some people also like this flavor.
I use the five flavors as an analogy for the five religions. Although some of these flavors seem less palatable than others,
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such as hot and bitter, there are people who like these flavors
best. So every religion has its strong points and its shortcomings,
and people have their own likes and dislikes among the flavors
of sour, sweet, bitter, hot, and salty. From my point of view, I
feel this flavor is best. From your point of view, that flavor is
unacceptable. Religions are just the same. The best of religions
will still have people who criticize it, and the worst of religions
will still have people who praise it and believe in it. This is my
stupid opinion: People should follow the religion they prefer.
I could also compare the five great religions—Confucianism,
Taoism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam—to the Five Elements
that we find in the world: metal, wood, water, fire, and earth.
Everything belongs to one or the other of them, and each element gets along in harmony, without obstructing the others. They
cooperate smoothly, and penetrate and fuse with each other. The
Five Elements work so that none of them ever says, “You bumped
into me, and made me angry!” Metal, wood, water, fire, and
earth help each other out and also hinder each other. When they
help each other out, they all have their strong points. When they
hinder each other, they each have their shortcomings. All religions
have their shadowy aspects, which are their weaknesses. They also
have their strengths, which are bright and out in the open.
Personally, I like Buddhism because it regards everyone as
being equal. From the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and gods above
down to the ghosts below, those in the Ten Dharma Realms are
equal. Within the Ten Dharma Realms there are the Buddhas, the
Bodhisattvas, those Enlightened to Conditions, and Hearers—
these are the Four Dharma Realms of Sages. There are also the
Dharma Realms of gods, of humans, of asuras, of hungry ghosts,
of hell-beings, and of animals. Each of them has its boundaries.
When we understand one another, we will see that humans are all
in the Ten Dharma Realms, in the Great Perfect Mirror Wisdom.
The amount of your wisdom determines the Dharma Realm
you belong to. If you have the Buddhas’ wisdom, then you are a
Buddha. If you have the wisdom of Bodhisattvas, then you are a
Bodhisattva. Those with the wisdom of the Dharma Realm of
Hearers are Hearers. Those with the wisdom of the Dharma
Realm of Pratyekabuddhas are Pratyekabuddhas. It’s all a question of your wisdom. Those who possess great wisdom are truly
enlightened, and are the equal of the Buddhas. Those who lack
wisdom and are stupid are the equal of living beings and belong
in the realm of living beings.
There is a saying in Buddhism that goes, “All men are my
fathers, and all women are my mothers.” People who miss the
principle will surely say, “Hey, how can all men turn into my father?
How can all women turn into my mother? Exactly which mother
NOVEMBER 2007 VAJRA BODHI SEA
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and which father is mine?” The meaning here is that all men might
have been my fathers in lives past, and all women might have been
my mothers in lives past. Throughout countless lives in the past,
they may have been my parents. We have experienced rebirth, and
our names and faces have changed in the process, and so we no
longer recognize each other. The teachings of Buddhism are vast
and great, not narrow and small, not limited in any way, measureless and unbounded, equal, free, and comfortable. Such a teaching
you might say is the smallest, yet it is also the greatest. It has no past
and no present, no high and no low. It is both extremely vast and
yet also ultimately fine. You could say that Buddhism is as small as
an ant or mosquito, and you could also say it is the greatest—
measureless and unbounded.
When the sages and saints founded each religion, their goal was
for people to be good. They wouldn’t have wanted people to
slander one another. But people of later generations misunderstood the meaning of the teaching, the intent of the sages, and the
principles upon which the religion was founded, and they pursued
nothing but self-interest. They began to attack one another. For
instance, I strike out at you and you retaliate. In the Buddhist teaching,
for me to attack you is the same as attacking my own father. If you
attack me, it’s the same as attacking your mother. We should not do
this to each other. That is why I said earlier that every religion has its
strong points and its shortcomings. We must get rid of our shortcomings and maintain our good points. In this way, we are disciples who truly understand our religion. We are true followers of
the founder of our religion. Why has Jesus’ teaching spread so far
and wide? It’s because his disciples were eloquent preachers of his
Gospel. For example, Matthew and Luke made a great contribution to Christianity.
The very first time I met Cardinal Yubin, I said, “You should
be a Buddhist among the Catholics.” He opened his eyes wide and
stared at me, thinking that my statement was very strange. I said,
“There’s nothing strange about that. I will be a Catholic among the
Buddhists. When we can share and exchange our ideas in this way,
then there will be no more wars in the world. Do you believe it?”
He thought it over for about five minutes and then slapped his
thigh and said, “That’s fine with me. Let’s do it!” After that, he
bowed to the Buddhas. That’s how I took Paul Cardinal Yubin
across. He made it possible for Catholicism and Buddhism to cooperate and get along together. This made me very happy indeed.
He and I felt an instant affinity with each other, since our thinking was so much alike. What a shame! Just as we were on the point
of uniting our two religions, he was called back by God. After he
died, I cried for a long time.
(Continued on page 17)

