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ESSAY AND COMMENTARY BY THE VENERABLE MASTER HUA ON DECEMBER 19, 1986

ENGLISH TRANSLATED BY PEI LING OOI

REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINYREFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINYREFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINYREFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINYREFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Essay:
Layman Pei’s first name was Xiu; his style-name was Zhongli. He was
from the Wenxi County of  Hedong in the Tang Dynasty. He took the
imperial examinations a few times but did not pass, yet he was not dis-
couraged at all. He eventually succeeded in the highest imperial
examination, and subsequently served as a prime minister for more than
thirty years. His achievements throughout his official career were
remarkable; his power and influence subdued the four ethnic groups of
China. He liked to study the principles of  Dhyana and went everywhere
to visit good and wise advisors.

When he served as a prefect in Wanling, he went to  Kaiyuan Monas-
tery in Hongzhou and saw the adorned and stately mural paintings. He
asked a monk, “What are these paintings?” The monk answered, “The
portraits of eminent monks” . He further asked, “These portraits were
indeed well done. But where are these  monks now?” The monk was
silent. He directed Peixiu to see Dhyana Master Xiyunn, to whom he
raised the same question. The Dhyana Master exclaimed, “Peixiu!” Peixiu
responded and came to a realization. He then made obeisance to the
Dhyana Master. One time, he carried a Buddha image on the crown of
his head and requested the Master to name it. The Master exclaimed:
“Peixiu! I have already named the Buddha image.” After being called by
his name in this way twice, Peixiu was thoroughly awakened. It is said,
“Hit a person with a stick to clear his mind; shout to enlighten him.”

Layman Pei spared no effort in protecting the Triple Jewel. He built
various monasteries for eminent monks, and compiled the Essential
Quotes of Huangbo which enjoyed wide circulation. He also wrote the
preface to the book written by Dhyana Master Zongmi, and later sent his
son to be a monk. His son hauled water and firewood, undaunted by
hardship and criticism. After three years passed in a flash, he attained
spiritual achievement. The work of hauling water and firewood is not
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apart from Dhyana. Layman Pei enjoyed wealth, honor and longevity
rivaling that of Guo Fenyang.

Commentary:
Layman Pei’s first name  was Xiu : Pei was his last name; it does not mean
to lose (pei) money. Don’t assume that he did not perform well as an official,
lost all his money, and thus retired. It was not the case at all. Peixiu was the
name of this layman. Xiu means that he was willing to rest, yet he was not
lazy. His style-name was Zhongli : How did he rest? You and I think alike:
When he was tired, he would just stay where he was, and rest in a standing
position. His character Zhongli means stand straight, not lean to a side.

He was from the Wenxi County of  Hedong in the Tang Dynasty:
In Shanxi there is a place called Hedong. He took the Imperial Examina-
tions a few times but did not pass, yet he was not discouraged at all:
Though he later became a prime minister, he was looked down upon by
others. He failed whenever he sat for the imperial examination. Yet instead
of  being discouraged, he made persistent efforts to move forward. He
eventually succeeded in the highest imperial examination: As a result
of his efforts he became a successful candidate in the highest imperial
examination. And subsequently served as a prime minister in the Tang
Dynasty for more than thirty years. His achievements throughout his
official career were remarkable: He was prominent as a government official.
His power and influence subdued the four ethnic groups of  China:
The four ethnic groups were the Man tribe of the south, the Di tribe of the
north, the Yi tribe of the east and the Rong tribe of the west. People of the
four  indigenous tribes revered him for his mighty virtue.

He liked to study the principles of Dhyana: He was a Dhyana prac-
titioner who went everywhere to visit the greatly virtuous ones and the
good and wise advisors. When he served as a prefect in Wanling, he
went to Kaiyuan Monastery in Hongzhou and saw the adorned and
stately mural paintings .  He asked a monk, “What are these
paintings?” The monk answered, “The portraits of eminent monks”:
These were the portraits of eminent monks in the past. He further asked,
“These portraits were indeed well done. But where are these eminent
monks now?” :Where did the eminent monks of that time go? He asked the
monk thus. The monk was silent: The monk was not able to answer his
question. He then directed Peixiu to see Dhyana Master Xiyunn. The
monk recommended that he visit Dhyana Master Xiyunn, to whom he raised
the same question: Layman Pei asked Dhyana Master Xiyunn the same
question, “These portraits were indeed well done. But where are these emi-
nent monks now? Where did they go?” The Dhyana Master exclaimed,
“Peixiu!” The monk called his name several times. Peixiu responded: When
Dhyana Master Xiyunn called his name in this way, he answered, “Yes,” and
came to a realization: “So I, Peixiu am probably an eminent monk?” He
was awakened at this moment. Do you all understand? It is not the same as
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thinking, “Oh, maybe I was an eminent monk in my
past life, or maybe I was the person in the portrait?” He
then made obeisance to the Dhyana Master: He took
refuge with Dhyana Master Xiyunn, and took him as his
master.

One time, he carried a Buddha image on the
crown of his head and requested the Master to name
it: He asked Master Huangbo ( P.S. Master Hyangbo
and Master Xiyunn is the same one) to name this Bud-
dha image. You  see, he was indeed looking for trouble.
Why does a Buddha image need a name? He intention-
ally set a battle of wits against the Master by requesting
him to name the Buddha image. The Master exclaimed:
“Peixiu!”: Dhyana Master Huangbo again went crazy
and said, “Peixiu!” He exclaimed thus, “I have already
named the Buddha image.” After calling Peixiu by his
name, he said, “I have already given a name to this Bud-
dha image!” “Oh, so am I also a Buddha?” Layman Pei
was suddenly enlightened!

After being called by his name in this way twice,
Peixiu was thoroughly awakened: He was called by
his name twice; the first time he was called an eminent
monk; the second time his name was the Buddha’s name.
Therefore he said, “I am also an eminent monk; I am also
a Buddha!” Thence he did not do anything anymore. He
simply stood there and became Zhongli (to stand upright
in the middle). The Dhyana teaching awakens one by hit-
ting one’s head and shouting at one. It is said: “Hit a
person with a stick to clear  his mind. Shout to en-
lighten him.” When he was called by his name, it was as
if he were hit and shouted at. This is called to hit and to
shout. When he was hit, he endured some pain and thus
became clear-minded. If he had not been awakened, he
would still be sleeping.
            F To be continued

(Continued from page 26)       ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

      Okay, I’ve said a lot today. When my own father and
mother died, I didn’t cry. But when Cardinal Yubin passed
away, I really cried. I didn’t even cry when my parents died.
That is just how unfilial a person I am. Well, I’ve been blow-
ing my own horn today, and I don’t know if it’s been of
any value to you or not, so I’m going to stop here.


