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Sutra:

Such a thing is hard to conceive of,

How can it be believed?

The Buddha only recently gained the Way,
Yet his accomplishments are so very many.
Please dispel the doubts of the Assembly
And tell us how this can actually be.

It is as if a strong young man,

Only twenty-five years of age,

Pointed to hundred-year-old men

With white hair and wrinkled faces

And said, “These are my sons.”

And the sons also said, “He is our father.”
A father so young with children so old

Is a thing hard for the world to believe.

Commentary:
Such a thing is hard to conceive of. Now these Great
Bodhisattvas, uncountably many of them, are abiding there before
the World Honored One. This event is inconceivable and ineffable;
it causes people to be unclear. How can it be believed? What’s the
principle here? How can you expect people to believe something
like this? The Buddha only recently gained the Way. Why can’t
anyone believe this? Because the Buddha attained the Way only a
short time ago. He’s very young in his Buddhahood, yet his ac-
complishments are so very many. The living beings he has taught
and transformed have all become Great Bodhisattvas, and there are
so many of them. Please dispel the doubts of the Assembly.
We all hope the Shakya World Honored One will get rid of theﬁ
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doubts that plague those of us in this assembly and tell us how this can
actually be. Tell us in detail the reality of this event.

It is as if a strong young man... Why can’t we believe this matter at
present? We’ll bring up an analogy: It’s like a young man, only twenty-five
years of age, with a handsome face, who displays his youth—his hair is
black and there are no wrinkles on his face—a youth in his twenties. He
pointed to hundred-year-old men / With white hair and wrinkled
faces. These men at one hundred year of age had white hair and many
wrinkles. And said, “These are my sons.” He told some people “these
Ridiculous! Those hundred-year-old

men with white hair and wrinkled faces that he called his sons were not

hundred-year-old men are my sons.”

adopted or purchased for a price. They were begotten by him; they were
sons born of his seed. And the sons also said, “He is our father.” The

hundred-year-old men admitted that he was their young father. A father

s T iﬁlﬁg'ﬂiyg R & so young with children so old. The father’s age is very young and the
&1 ,TY J/[' O NHIE D sons’ ages are very old. This is a thing hard for the world to believe. In
= = Al L r%ﬁ:] F )?7 R ﬁgqm the whole world, no matter where you go, no one will believe this principle.
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Sutra:

The World Honored One is also like this;
He has only recently gained the Way

And all these Bodhisattvas

Of firm resolve, neither weak nor indecisive,
Throughout limitless eons

Have practiced the Bodhisattva Way.

Commentary:

Maitreya Bodhisattva says, “The World Honored One is also like this.”
Now the World Honored One is being likened to a young father, and all
the Bodhisattvas are being likened to old sons. Thus he says, “The World
Honored One is also like this. He has only recently gained the Way.
From the time the World Honored One became a Buddha to now is not a
very long time. It’s been a very short time. And all these Bodhisattvas—
all these Great Bodhisattvas whose number is unreckonable—are of firm
resolve, neither weak nor indecisive. Their resolve is firm. Their vows
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been cultivating the Bodhisattva Way. Throughout limitless eons they
have practiced the Bodhisattva Way.
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