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Farming for the Dharma:
An Update from the CTTB Organic Farm
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Many people who visit us here at the Organic Farm ask us, "What is
your vision?" Our response: Our vision is to provide high-quality
organic vegetables for all the living beings at the City of Ten Thou-
sand Buddhas (CTTB) and to promote vegetarianism and a healthy
virtuous lifestyle. Following Venerable Master Hua's Dharma teach-
ings and the leadership of the Abbot and Dharma Masters, and
working closely with the CTTB community, the Organic Farm is
working hard to bring us closer to this vision.

Years ago the Venerable Master Hua left instructions for the
creation of an organic farm here at CT'TB. Since then, the Organic
Farm has become a reality. It has grown into a 10-acre certified or-
ganic farm that operates according to the Buddhist principles of rev-
erence for life and generosity to all living beings. Following and main-
taining the 1st Precept to the best of our ability, we strive to minimize
the destruction of life and promote reverence for life. We use no
herbicides, pesticides, animal products, and other chemicals that are
harmful to living beings and the environment. Also, we not only
share the rich variety of food we grow with the residents and guests
of CTTB, we also share this food with all the wildlife in the area.

Over the past two years, the Organic Farm has experienced a
lot of growth and progress. We have made many mistakes, learned
from those mistakes, listened to the community's ideas and suggestions,
and have tried to improve how we do our work. This includes ev-
erything from planning and management, to planting, composting,
irrigation and harvesting. As a result of this progress, this harvesting
season will be the biggest one yet. From August through November,
we will be busy harvesting squash, tomatoes, potatoes, basil,
watermelon, eggplant, carrots, beets, cabbage, and corn, along with
many other delicious and nutritious vegetables!

One of the keys to our success and productivity has been our
volunteers. As we grow and expand, we are attracting more

volunteers. We are committed to building a great team of great
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volunteers who make a meaningful contribution to the Or-
ganic Farm and who feel appreciated and supported. We
wish to build a good environment for the people who
come here to volunteer and cultivate, a home away from
home where people benefit the Organic Farm and CTTB,
and in return can benefit from their experience of work-
ing here. For many people, this is a peaceful and ideal place
to educate themselves about the environment, learn new
skills, and cultivate and practice the Buddhadharma. Our
hope is that the people who come here to volunteer, even
for a day, will have an enjoyable and rewarding experience
and become invested in the well-being of the Organic
Farm.

The Organic Farm is part of CTTB's mission of pro-
moting the Buddhadharma and the welfare and happiness
of living beings. As cultivators, we see our role as working
with the community to make good organic food available
and nourishing the health of everyone and everything that
eats this food. We also see the Organic Farm as a healthy
and natural place that encourages people to live healthy,
virtuous and vegetarian lifestyles. Our hope is that by do-
ing this, we are able to benefit the CTTB community. May
all living beings benefit from the Buddhadharma, from

cultivation, and from good natural organic food!

AFERIEE LK THIM A E The kitchen manager, DM Ran, and a volunteer harvesting
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