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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
PATRIARCHS OF THE FORTY-EIGHTH GENERATION:

Dhyana Master Hui Guang of Lingyin Monastery conmuep)
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A verse in praise says:
The tune of the Yunmen sect:
Raindrops on banana leaves at night.
If you talk about this carelessly to others,
You won’t even be able to digest a single drop of water.

The face of Gautama

Is exposed without further interrogation.
Colors of the peak Flown from Afar:

We gaze up at it from a distance.

Commentary:
What is the tune of Yunmen (Cloud Gate) sect? It is rain-
drops on banana leaves at night: di, di, da, da.

If you talk about this carelessly to others; don’t pretend
you understand this very well and discuss it with others casually.

If you talk about this carelessly and mistake the meaning, you
have made an error in cause and effect. You won’t even be
able to digest a single drop of water.

The face of Gautama is exposed without further
interrogation. You don’t have to subject it to close scrutiny or
cross-examination; it’s just your original face. It’s not necessary N
to force it; your original face is just the Buddha. &
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Colors of the Peak Flown from Afar: the mountains are :-:2‘7

the pure Dharma body of the Buddha. Sentient and non-sentient A
all proclaim the Dharma. But if you don't understand this song, '5:“
what can be done? You just cannot digest even a single drop of :‘;
water. We gaze up at it from a distance. You lift up your head @

to look, and there's something to meet your gaze, no mattet how
far you look. His virtuous manner and integtity of character was
unsurpassed.

Many of you have explained this differently. That's why I asked
all of you to join in and explain in turn. You should take notes and
try to lecture. Do not just listen without expressing yourself. If
you do so, then you will take a big loss.

Another verse says:

Yunmen’s tune wakes up the confused;

Water flowing from high mountains

Exemplifies the body of the Dharma nature.

Rain falls on banana leaves in the third watch
of the night;

Branches of the pine forest extend to the dusty world
throughout a hundred realms.

Who is able to recognize Gautama’s face?

This Chan Master can discern his own nostrils.

The myriad things share an identical substance and
proclaim with wondrous sounds.

There’s no discrimination between you and I, far or near.

Commentary:
Yunmen’s tune wakes up the confused; when muddled

people hear this tune, they wake up. Water flowing from high
mountains exemplifies the body of the Dharma nature. They
are all manifestations of the body of the Dharma-nature.

Rain falls on banana leaves in the third watch of the
night. Anyone who hears this tune will not fail to understand it.
Branches of the pine forest extend to the dusty world
throughout a hundred realms. The branches of these pines
extend over a very large area. This is describing that Dhyana Mas-
ter Hui Guang knew how to educate people. He brought the
proper atmosphere for a monastery and influenced many people
to bring forth the Bodhi resolve.

Who is able to recognize Gautama’s face? This is a rhe-
torical question. This Chan Master can discern his own
nostrils. Dhayana Master Hui Guang was well aware of the func-

tion of his own nostrils, whether he was smelling perfume or

something unpleasant.
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Since all things are one substance, why bother to discriminate

Biographies

+ A EE  Q & A with the Venerable Master Hua
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Q: How do I know what a tiny part | play in things and whether | have the capability to do great things?
Is it the case that | may do something great but consider it something trivial?
A: There are no great or small things. Many small things accumulate to become something great; when the
great becomes less it becomes small. There is no distinction between small and great. Do however much

you can and do not judge whether it is great or small. If you always keep track of that, you won’t be able
to sleep at night.
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