2007 FErINFLE R & 4T

Report on the 2007 Dharma Delegation
to Germany, Poland, France, and Italy
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SEPTEMBER 2007 VAJRA BODHI SEA

DRBA ATTENDS FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON BHIKSHUNI ORDINATION

BY BHIKSHUNI HENG YIN / CHINESE TRANSLATED BY REN DE

Led by Dharma Master Sure, the delegation of the Dharma Realm Bud-
dhist Association (DRBA) to Europe departed from San Francisco on
July 16, 2007 and attended the First International Congress on Buddhist
Women's Role in the Sangha: Bhikshuni Vinaya and Otdination Lineages
at the University of Hamburg, Germany, from July 18-20, 2007. The
delegation of nineteen included one other Bhikshu, DM Jin Yong, ten
Bhikshunis, DM Liang, DM Gwei, DM Shr, DM Rang, DM Yin, DM Je,
DM Shen, DM Jin De, DM Jin Rou and DM Jin Cang, and seven
laypeople.

The International Congress was convened at the Dalai Lama’s re-
quest to examine the possibility of Bhikshuni ordination in Tibetan and
Theravada traditions as well. Although no definite decision was reached
by the end of the congress, as many had hoped for, the congress did lay
an important foundation for the future development of the Sangha.

Since the 1960s, the Dalai LLama had asked for an examination of the
current Tibetan practice of non-ordination of nuns. During the Dalai
Lama’s visit to Zurich in 2005 he mentioned: “Although there has previ-
ously been discussion regarding the Bhikshuni ordination, no decision
has been reached. However we need to bring this to a conclusion. We
Tibetans alone can’t decide this. Rathert, it should be decided in collabo-
ration with Buddhists from all over the world...”

This unprecedented conference was attended by some 400 monastic
and lay participants from nineteen countries, the majority of which were
women. Presentations were given by sixty-five senior Sangha members
and scholars from the major Buddhist traditions (Theravada including
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Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Bangladesh and Mahayana including
China, Vietnam, Korea, and Tibet), focusing on the foundation and
history of the Bhikshuni order, Bhikshuni ordination, history of the
Vinaya lineages, polarity between tradition and requirements of]
modern times, and examples for the revival of the dual ordination
and Vinaya training. It became apparent that nuns in different tradi-
tions have access to varying levels of monastic training and Vinaya
study.

DRBA’s presentation was titled “The Flourishing of the Buddhist
Sangha in North America: Master Hsuan Hua’s Vision for Bhikshuni
Sangha Organization and Implementation.” DM Sure introduced the
presentation by declaring that the flourishing of Buddhist women and
the empowering of nuns reflected his own interests as a Bhikshu. DM
Liang then presented a slideshow sharing how the organization of]
DRBA Sangha allows women to participate fully in spiritual practice
and monastic responsibilities. Her talk described how the Venerable
Master established a Bhikshuni Sangha in North America, including the
organizational structure of DRBA, the Sangha and Laity Training
Programs, the the 108-day ordination training period, the role of the
Bhikshuni Sangha in the ordination process, and Bhikshunis’ responsi-
bilities in DRBA. Those interested in reading the full paper may down-
load it at www.drbu.org/download/papers. The speakers from
DRBA and several other traditions emphasized the importance of a
comprehensive system of nurturing and training nuns both before and
after ordination.

As a member of the delegation, I was delighted to be able to see,
hear, and meet Buddhist nuns from Germany, Australia, Taiwan,
Vietnam, Korea, Thailand, Sti Lanka, and especially Tibet.

On the evening before the close of the congress, when partici-
pants were invited to suggest possible resolutions, a Tibetan nun from

Nepal spoke up. With the audience’s support and encouragement, four

or five other Tibetan nuns also shared their feelings. Two themes
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emerged: 1) they were unaware of the issues surrounding being a

Bhikshuni and were astonished to hear so many Western monastics
and scholars discussing the gender inequality and the Tibetan nuns'
lack of status. Since Tibet never had a Bhikshuni lineage, these novice
nuns did not feel discriminated against. They only wanted to be able
to receive higher ordination so that they could complete their studies
for the Geshe degree (an academic degree in Buddhist philosophy).
They truly appreciate the support shown by Western countries, but
their focus is not on seeking status or equal rights. 2) They value the
Dharma and consider spiritual practice to be most important, and
they wish to see the Bhikshuni order established to keep Buddha
Dharma in the world and rescue all living beings.

All Buddhist traditions expressed overwhelming support for the
primary focus of the Congress, namely, the establishment of the
Bhikshuni order in the Tibetan tradition. At the close of the congress,
the Dalai Lama issued a formal statement affirming that, “The four-
fold Buddhist community (of Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Upasakas, and
Upasikas) is incomplete in the Tibetan tradition. If we can introduce
the Bhikshuni ordination within the Tibetan tradition, that would be
excellent in order to have the fourfold Buddhist community

complete... Given that women are fully capable of achieving the

ultimate goal of the Buddha's teachings, in harmony with the spirit
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of the modern age, the means and opportunity to achieve this
goal should be completely accessible to them...”

The Dalai Lama encouraged the Tibetan Sangha to do more
research and have more discussion among themselves regard-
ing Bhikshuni ordination. His Holiness also hoped that starting
next year, the Bhikshunis who practice in the Tibetan tradition
and were ordained in the Dharmaguptaka tradition could per-
form three monastic ceremonies together, namely the posadha
(the bimonthly confession and recitation of precepts), the varsa
(the rains retreat) and the pravarana (the rains retreat’s conclud-
ing ceremony) as preparation for the establishment of a Bhikshuni
Sangha in the near future. He welcomed them to translate these
rites into Tibetan and to conduct them in Dharamsala, India.

During a follow-up meeting held on the morning of July
21, the Dalai Lama provided further details of the road ahead
towards establishing full ordination for women. Among those
was a conference to take place next winter in India where senior
Tibetan monks can meet with senior members of the other
Buddhist monastic orders worldwide. It will provide a forum
where community-wide discussions can be conducted, and a

consensus on ordination practices may be reached.

DELEGATION TO POLAND
BY BHIKSHUNI JIN ROU / CHINESE TRANSLATED BY QINGYAN XIE
Overnight train from Hamburg to Warsaw, Poland: At the break
of dawn, anxious to see Poland, I clambered down from the
top berth of the sleeper where four of us nuns had slept that
night, and rushed to the window. I saw a land of flat plains, yet
far from monotonous. Picturesque fields of wheat striped with
rows of purple cabbage, beetroots, and potatoes stretched into
the distant woods. Scattered among the fields were pristine farm
houses with high-pitched red roofs and white-washed walls made
of mud-brick. Bright yellow sunflowers grew in every backyard,
and wild flowers followed us along the railroad tracks.
Suddenly, I was aware of the sound of the wheels singing
along the tracks and had a flashback of the movies I had seen of
World War II. The sound was the same as that of the Nazi trains
that carried carloads of Jewish people from Warsaw to the gas
chambers. But these passengers did not have whistle-clean sheets
and steaming hot meals that were provided for us. They were
packed in like cattle, left to sleep on the hard floor in the freezing
cold, with only bread to eat. Facing the unknown, they had noth- %
ing more than the comfort of others sharing the same fate. Many
died along the way and were swept out the doors like dust, leav-

ing their bones to be buried alone amid the wild flowers.
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Cause and effect determine the world we live in. If we waste our
blessings and do not cultivate merit and virtue, then even if we have
wealth, we can lose it in one lifetime. By holding the Six Principles of no
fighting, no greed, no selfishness, no seeking, no self-benefit, and no lying,
we can nurture our wholesome roots. I realized that even when traveling,
one has to watch one’s every move and work hard doing the Buddha’s
work -even saving napkins and plastic cups and reusing them.

First I want to tell you a little about Poland and its history. It lies in the
center of Europe, washed by the waves of the Baltic Sea in the north and
bordered by the Western Carpathians Mountains in the south. In the 16th
century, Poland was Europe’s largest state and had one of its richest cities.
Decades later, it was invaded by other countries and eventually divided
between the Russian, Prussian, and Austrian Empires. This resulted in its
disappearance from the map for 123 years. Uprisings were launched, and
in 1918, the Poles gained their independence. The freedom was shortlived.
Hitler’s Nazis fell upon Poland in 1939, thereby beginning the Second
World. The Yalta Conference left Poland under the influence of the So-
viet Union. With a breakthrough in 1989, Poland was returned to national
sovereignty and became a member of the NATO. With its economic
development and political will, it was acceded to the European Union in
2004. Today, Poland has a population of 40 million and is largely Roman
Catholic.

We were guests at the Zen Center in Warsaw, a large house in a
wooded residential area called Falenica. Most of the 60 laity in Warsaw
turned out to be young men. They had driven a long distance to further
their learning of the Buddha Dharma. It had been seventeen years since
the last delegation led by Venerable Master had visited Poland. We were
all moved by their enthusiasm for the Dharma. Two of them had taken
refuge with the Venerable Master during the 1990 delegation to Europe.
Photos of the CTTB Buddha Hall and Venerable Master Hua were put
up high in the Zen Center Buddha hall making us feel very much at homel!

The weekend consisted of ceremonies, Dharma talks, bowing,

meditation, and Tai Qi, with an introductory talk by each Sangha member.
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Dharma talks were translated from English into Polish. In the past
seventeen years, Polish disciples have translated several BTTS books
into Polish: Volume 6 (from the Four Kinds of Clear Teaching on
Purity to Twelve Categories of Living Beings) and volume 8 (Fifty
Skandha Demon States) of the Venerable Master’s commentary
on the Shurangama Sutra, the Venerable Master’s Biography, the
Sutra on the Kindness of Parents that is Difficult to Repay, the Earth
Store Sutra and the Sixth Patriarch Sutra. The Daily Recitation
Handbook has also been translated into Polish, so everyone could
follow along.

Many of the participants expressed to us their appreciation
that so many monks and nuns from DRBA could visit Poland,
share the Dharma, and give them the opportunity to take refuge
and receive precepts, since it was so rare to have monastics or hear
the Dharma in Poland. Quite a few of them have been practicing
the Dharma on their own for some years and took this opportu-
nity to request guidance.

I found the Question & Answer sessions to be most interesting,
revealing the sincerity of the Polish cultivators.

Q: I took refuge with a lay-teacher. Does that count?

A: No. You need to take refuge with the real Sangha. You can
take refuge again. If you take refuge with a Sanghan who dies, or
disrobes, or is too far away or you lose track of him, then it is okay
to take refuge with another teacher. But don’t turn your back on a
good teacher that you have affinities with. Except for his relatives,
all the Buddha’s disciples left other teachers to follow him.

Q: How can I tell if a monk/nun is a true teacher?

A: You have to decide for yourself. Does he hold the precepts
purely? Is he greedy for money? Does he have a girlfriend? Is he a
vegetarian?

Q: How can one sincerely take refuge?

A: You take refuge until the end of your life. If you never set
foot in a monastery again, as long as you are sincere in your heart,
the Buddha will never forget you. You will receive a certificate.
Oanly if you sign it with your heart, can you be true. If you are
insincere, and you take refuge, it is wrong, Wait. Be sure.

On Sunday, the delegation was invited to the Tian Yue (Heavenly
Vietnam) temple for a meal offering and to transmit the Three
Refuges and Five Precepts. That afternoon, 24 people took refuge
with the Buddha, thus joining the Buddha’s family.

World Harmony Runners

We were surprised during lunch by a team of 40 marathon runners,
carrying a banner and peace torch. Gathering around the table, :
they gave a hearty greeting and presented us with a World Peace

Certificate, asking for our blessings. :
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“Who are you? Where did you come from?” we asked.
“Poland, Austria, Hungary, Germany, Holland, and

Czechoslovakia. There are teams of runners in almost every
country,” they said. “We’re running together to create har-
mony in the world.” We chanted the Great Compassion
Mantra for them, the peace torch was passed around the
Sangha and off they bounded, singing:

Run, run, run!

World’s harmony run!

After lunch, a panel on Buddhism was held at the Viet-
namese Culture Center next to the temple. Three Buddhist
scholars shared their learning and insights. Professor W ieslaw
Kurpiewski from the Academi Gorniczo gave a talk titled
“An Outline of Social Ethics in Buddhism”. Professor Jacek
Sieradzan from the University of Bialymstoku spoke on
“Tolerance in Buddhism”. DM Sure concluded with a talk
on “30 Years of Interfaith and Education Inspired by the

Vision of Ven. Master Hsuan Hua.”
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Trip to the Old City
The city of Warsaw was almost completely destroyed and burned
down during WWIIL. After the war, the Old City and Royal
Castle were reconstructed faithfully in their 17th -18th century
form, as we saw on our visit. “Although the buildings were
destroyed, the folklore of Poland still remains. The guide told
us stories of how a mermaid saved the city and pointed out
claborate paintings over windows to keep monsters from eat-
ing the children. Leaving the Old City with its Renaissance
architecture, we toured the new Warsaw with its panaromic view
of modern architecture and rapidly growing metropolis.
Everywhere there were countless reminders of the war. Many
buildings still wear the remembrances of the war, with bullet-
hole walls and crumbling facades. And the ambulances still have
the same berp-berp, berp-berp sounds from the war movies--
sounds of dread and fear. Our tour guide told us a brief story
of the Holocaust. “The Nazis walled off an area in the city, and
isolated the Jews there, cold and hungry. No one knew why.
The Poles and Jews had lived in the same communities all their
lives. There was inter-marriage. Anyone with at least one Jewish

grandparent was considered a Jew. Many Polish families were
at risk. They did all they could to help. The children took it

S upon themselves to smuggle
s

: in food for their relatives
and friends. Hiding the food
underneath their clothing,
they slipped through the

gates, while their friends dis-

tracted the German guards.
If caught, they were arrested
and shot. It was further
A “* known that there was an
uprising in the Ghetto. Af-
ter the uprising, the Jews

were taken to be gassed in
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Treblinka or to work camps. The Ghetto was razed to the ground
at the end of April, 1943.
“Thousand of Polish citizens died defending themselves against =

VId VINIVHA

the German soldiers, even children who took up arms. Out of Z
Warsaw’s population of 1,000,000 people, more than 800,000 died. H
This was 80% of the population. There is no one in Warsaw who did
not have a family member killed in the war.”

We flew on an economy aitline to Paris. Travelers of all ages and
nationalities, lugging suitcases, formed a mile-long line down the
street outside the terminal. The line moved slowly. The hot sun poured
down. We encountered two Catholic nuns and the young one was
seeing off the elder one who would fly alone. After talking to them,
DM Sure introduced them to us, and although we could not speak
French, we took the elder nun under our wings for the trip.

Our Polish Dharma friends took the chance during the two hour
wait at the airport to share their life stories and Buddhist study experi-
ences and ask many questions. Due to their sincerity, DM Sure com-
passionately promised them that a delegation would return in two
years. In the meantime, they are planning to translate another ten BTTS
books! We wish their work will go successfully and hopefully the Bud-
dha Dharma will continue to help this country that has undergone

dramatic rebuilding and development since it regained independence.

.....
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DELEGATION TO PARIS

BY BHIKSHUNI JIN CANG, ENGLISH TRANSLATION BY SALLY SHIH
After waiting at the Polish airport for an extended period of
time, the delegation finally got on the plane and headed for
the next destination, Patis. Most people felt refreshed after
taking a nap during the two-hour flight. Upon our arrival, we
were greeted by Parisian disciples who appeared very happy
to see the Venerable Master’s Sangha disciples once again.

It took about two hours in the car to arrive at Chinagora,
a historic hotel in Paris’ Chinatown. We saw many familiar
faces among the French laypeople, including those who joined
the Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas in April. Due to the sincerity of these
disciples, we decided to hold a Great Compassion Guan Yin
Dharma Assembly in France.

Although there is a group of disciples who admire the
Venerable Mastet’s metrit and virtue, the conditions for estab-
lishing a monastery in France have not yet ripened. However,
the local disciples managed to transform a banquet hall in
Chinagora Hotel into a beautiful and yet simple place of
practice. Purified by great compassion water and adorned
with Buddhist images and decorations, the banquet hall was
transformed into a pure practice site for sutra recitation and
repentance. We were amazed by and praised their wonderful
handiwork, while realizing that “it is the same six sense organs
that experience samsara and expetience eternal tranquility.”

The participants enjoyed the activities of the Dharma
assembly, including meditation, Tai Qi, morning recitation,
evening recitation and meal offering, as well as the recitation
of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Universal Door Chapter in the
morning and the Great Compassion Repentance in the
afternoon. Following the repentance, the eleven Dharma
Masters took turns lecturing on the Universal Door Chapter,
sharing their understanding and personal responses while ex-
plaining the twenty-six verses from the chapter. Even though
these response stories occurred a long time ago, they were as
vivid as ever. They illustrated Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s vow to
tulfill a myriad wishes. The audience was filled with the joy of
Dharma and grew in faith towards Guan Yin Bodhisattva.

After dinner, it was time for informal Dharma talks. It
followed the same theme as the one advocated by Venerable
Master in his 1990 visit to Europe regarding the “coming [+
together of north and south, tolerance and acceptance among
religions. During this visit, the Dharma Masters used humor

or personal stories to remind the audience that Buddhadharma
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is all-encompassing. During this special period when different Bud-

dhist traditions have arrived in Europe, Buddhists can learn about
different paths of practice. However, it is important to also be able
to choose the proper Dharma method and to apply these principles
in order to reach the shore of liberation safely.

One evening lecture focused on vegetariansim. DM Heng Sure
shared his learning from attending the International Healthy Lifestyle
Expo. In past years, the participants had mostly been doctors, ath-
letes and scientists. The sponsor of the event, VegSource Interactive,
Inc. started inviting religious group to attend in the hope that they
would encourage people to live healthy lifestyles. Thus, vegetarian-
ism is not only a religious practice, but is of great importance in
improving human health and preserving harmonious ecological sys-
tems on planet earth.

DM Heng Sure also mentioned that he learned about content-
ment and appreciation from each of the offering from bystanders
during his journey of three steps one bow. A meal is an important
opportunity for practicing the Five Contemplations. Those who can
do this propetly will have a clear and kind heart that can be felt by all
living beings.

SAMAN WIVAd VINdVHU
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It is important to mention that while the delegation was in France,
there were over a dozen students and alumni of Developing Virtue
Secondary School helping out. These students came from France, the
Netherlands, Belgium and the United States. Some of them shared their
experience in attending the high school. One student from the Nether-
lands said that he was so touched by the Venerable Mastet’s vow to
translate Sutras that he wanted to study his native language, Dutch, in
order to help realize the Venerable Master’s vow in the future. When the
Dharma Masters heard his talk, they asked him to repeat his wish again
in his native language. These young people’s honest and unpretentious
attitude is a bright light of hope for world peace. This reminded me of
what the Venerable Master said at UNESCO in Paris, in 1990:

“Education is the the most thorough and fundamental form of
national defense. Now, I want to travel among the United Nations with
these qualities of humaneness,justice, virtue, filial respect, brotherhood,
loyalty, trustworthiness, proptiety, righteousness, integrity, and a sense
of shame, using this elixir to save the souls, lives, and inherent natures of
all young people throughout the world.”

Seventeen years later, these young adults seem to be a fitting mani-
festation of the speech made by the Venerable Master.

There was a small touching story during the session. A couple from
the Netherlands had paid an attorney to process their divorce. However,
after attending the Dharma assembly and listening to the lecture by DM
Sure, they decided to keep their marriage and their family together. The
Buddha Dharma is inconceivable indeed!

The weeklong Guan Yin Session ended on July 29th. Exactly a
hundred people participated in the transmission of the Three Refuges
and Five Precepts. It was the first time that many of them had heard of
the Venerable Master’s Dharma. Most of them were actually quite young,
Maybe this was the result of the seeds the Venerable Master planted
seventeen years ago. As the Venerable Master’s disciples, all we could do
was to follow the footsteps of the Venerable Master and continue to
cultivate the seeds of Proper Dharma where they are just starting to

flourish in Europe.
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DELEGATION TO ITALY

BY SUNNY LO / ENGLISH TRANSLATED BY ECHO HSUEH

After the Dharma assembly in France, we continued with a visit to
Italy. With the eager participation of the laity from France and
nineteen young people, the delegation now had 51 members. On
July 30th, we departed from Paris via bus and headed south to-
wards Italy.

Filled with the sound of the chanting of the Buddha’s name,
our Dharma bus went south and first arrived in the industrial city
of Milan in Northern Italy. It’s a wealthy city with prosperous
industry. It’s also a well-known fashion center with lots of stores
of fine products and clothing. The Milan Opera House is known
throughout the world. Some of the best musicians and artists all
gather here and take pride in performing at the Milan Opera House.

We then visited the great and renowned Milan Cathedral. This
cathedral has the most outstanding Gothic-style architecture in Italy.
It was built entirely of marble and looks like a mountain from afar.
On top of the square bell tower, there were four small towers
surrounded by over 100 spires. The walls were marvelously en-
graved with various flowers. Inside the cathedral, the ceiling was
supported with overlapping, tall and straight arches with graceful
outlines. With blue and red mixed with other colors, the stained-
glass windows were stately and magnificent. The chanting and prayers
of the disciples could reach way up to the clouds and the heaven.
That was the distinguishing feature of the Gothic-style cathedral.

We then visited Venice, which was built in 810 and is located
on an island surrounded by many small islands in the inner sea with
bridges over interconnecting water channels. The residents all travel
by boat; therefore the traffic on the water was quite busy, and
water taxis were everywhere. In the eatly years, Venice was one of
the world’s most prosperous trading centers due to the conve-
nience of sea transportation. We took a tour in gondolas. The cap-
tains skillfully shuttled back and forth down the water streets and
alleys, and under various arched bridges. That gave us the feeling
of an ancient poet’s description of Venice: “little bridge, flowing
water and people all around”.

According to our guide, the foundation of Venice has been
sinking and is getting worse each day. In another hundred years, the
city might sink to the bottom of the sea. Therefore the local gov-
ernment has hired water conservancy engineers, civil engineers, and
geologists to investigate how to solve this problem. Otherwise, in
the distant future, Venice could become just a name in history.

The Venerable Master had said, “Education is the most funda-
mental defense for a country”. San Marino, a small country with

few people, is the best example of this. San Marino, located inside
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Italy, originated at the time of the late Roman Empire. To
fight for freedom and democracy, a group of slaves es-
caped to this mountain city and founded the kingdom over
a thousand years ago. Since its terrain is steep and difficult
to access, it is easy to defend. Thus, the country has stood
safe through the centuries.

Since this small country was located on rocky, infertile
soil, there was neither agriculture nor industry. The people
were impoverished and many of them moved away. The
small country was on the verge of collapse. Luckily some
wise leaders advocated education to foster and train people
with talent, in order to strengthen the country. Not long
after, people with talent returned to contribute their skills
and helped San Marino to develop commerce, tourism,
and exquisite handicrafts, which attracted many tourists and
investors. Eventually San Marino became a wealthy and
prosperous little country. This was due to the great fore-
sight of the government in promoting education to help
the people to develop their talent. This confirms the truth
of the Venerable Mastet's statement, “Education is the most
fundamental defense for a country.” Other than that, every
six months the peope of San Marino elect two leaders who
receive no salary. Even though it’s voluntary, the residents
are enthusiastic to patticipate in these elections and all are
willing to serve as the leaders. So it’s not headline news
when you see them on the street.

Next we visited Rome, which has a history spanning
way beyond 2000 years. As it is said, “All roads lead to =
Rome.” The ancient Romans were really good at building
roads. They skillfully paved the roads with flagstones, ex-
tending them for thousands of kilometers. Whenever the

Roman Empire occupied a region, the first thing they did
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was to build roads, so their vehicles could quickly
reach even the most remote areas. Also, in the event
of a rebellion, the army could quickly reach the
area to quell the uprising. It is thus clear how the
Roman Empire became so powerful and prosper-
ous at that time.

Rome was an old city where one could see nu-
merous historic sites everywhere. These included
ruins from the time of the Empire such as the
Senate, the Arch of Triumph, the Coliseum, and
many temples. Even though some of the ruins were
only broken walls, people could still imagine how
the Romans at the time founded the great empire
and created such a splendid history.

DM Sure, DM Jin Yong and a few of the lay
followers visited the Coliseum that was built in the
year 72 and could accommodate 50,000 people. It
no longer had a roof, so one could see the com-
plete facilities on the ground, including the mechani-
cal device that allowed the wrestlers and fietce ani-
mals to go in and out of the arena. In prehistoric
times, people had to confront fierce floods and
savage animals in order to survive. However, the
Romans built the Coliseum to entertain the royal
family and citizenry by watching slaves, criminals,
and heretics being mauled by fierce animals or
meeting their doom from the gladiator’s sword. It
was extremely cruel and ruthless. DM Sure led us
to the site, where we all recited the Rebirth Mantra
and the Heart Sutra to transfer merit and virtue
to the spirits associated with these brutal activities.
We wished that they could leave suffering and ob-
tain peace and happiness very soon.

The Roman Empire, built more than 2000 years
ago by the power of the Roman army, like all things
in this world, eventually declined and perished. To-

day it is nothing but ashes and smoke, as transient

s as a fleeting cloud. Although the empire collapsed,

8 Roman culture continued and influenced the Re-

naissance in the West. The Roman calendar,
alphabet, architecture, sculpture, etc. still influence
life in the West to this day. The ancients said, “A

A country can be destroyed, but its history will not be
s wiped out.” Thus we can say that with the endur-

B ing influence of its culture, “Rome is everlasting.”
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Next we visited the Vatican, which is an independent
country led by the Pope and composed of the cardinals,
bishops, and other supreme priests of the Roman Catholic
Church. There were thousands of residents and most of
them were clergy. St. Peter’s Cathedral in the Vatican, one
of the biggest churches in the world, was built in 324 C.E.
After being renovated three or four times by the famous
artists Raphael, Pelluci, Songalo and Michelangelo, it still
remains a magnificent structure.

On the front facade of the cathedral, there are nine
balconies. The middle one is “the Blessings Balcony” where
the Pope, upon first taking his position as a Pope or in
overseeing an important celebration, greets the numerous
followers in the plaza. As soon as we walked in this church,
we immediately felt an aura of sacredness and solemnity.
The double-tiered great dome designed by Michelangelo
was extraordinary, with beautifully embedded frescos in
multicolored marble. Its architecture is a blend of Renais-
sance and Baroque styles. There were also innumerable holy
items and art treasures on display.

DM Yin, DM Je, DM Jin Cang, DM Jin Rou and I
took the elevator on the side of the church and then with
much effort climbed another 300 plus stairs, until we fi-
nally limped up to top of the dome. We stood on the top
of the biggest church in the world, which overlooks the
whole Vatican City. We could see all around the plaza, the
big columns on both sides, and all the other buildings sur-
rounding the church. It was a spectacular and magnificent
sight. We felt so free and happy that we forgot all about the
effort it had taken to reach the dome.

Then we visited Florence, the birthplace of the Renais-
sance and also the hometown of Michelangelo. When
viewed from the nearby mountains, the scenery of Flo-
rence is like something out of a beautiful painting. The
arched bridges on the river lined up one after another. The
domed cathedral with multicolored marble rose up in its
midst. Surrounded by dark green trees, it is a city full of the
spirit of the arts.

We had the great opportunity to visit the Uffizi Mu-
seum where some of the most valuable artistic treasures
are collected and stored. The arrangement of the display
was simple. It had 45 rooms for sculptures, paintings, etc.
They were all great works of art done by famous artists. It

was such a worthwhile trip in that I got to actually see and
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appreciate some of the great works that I had heard about
since I was young,.

The Venerable Master said, “Whichever country we are in,
we should help that country to be peaceful and happy.” On
our “Dharma bus” and in the various places we walked and
stayed, our delegation continued its practice, doing the daily
ceremonies and reciting the Buddhas’ or Bodhisattvas’ names
as much as time allowed. Both the Dharma Masters and
laypeople made full use of the microphone on the bus to share
Dharma stories. Even our very knowledgeable tourguide Mr.
Zhao, originally from Beijing, shared his personal story of flee-
ing from China after the Tiananmen incident and joined us in
morning recitation on the last day. We were joined during the
Italy trip by DM Da Xing, an Italian Buddhist monk who also
spoke English and Chinese, and who generously shared his
knowledge of Italy with us. We ended the trip to Italy on Au-
gust 6th. The delegation returned to Paris, France, and then
continued on to return to America. During the three weeks of
this Dharma journey, we visited seven countries (including
Monaco, which we passed through on the way). We got to
know the natural conditions, social customs, history and cul-
ture of each country. We created Dharma affinities with the
people of Europe in the hope that the Buddha Dharma could
help them to attain genuine peace and happiness. We arrived
back in America from Paris on August 7th, feeling that our trip
to share the Dharma in Europe had been fulfilling and suc-

cessful for all concerned.
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