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SELECTED TALKS FROM THE VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HUA’S VISIT TO ASIA

FROM WINTER 1974  TO SPRING 1975

 ENGLISH TRANSLATED BY SHRAMANERIKA JIN JING

THE DHARMA-RAIN AND LAMP OF THE MIND
ILLUMINATES THE PAST AND PRESENT (Part XXVII)

If you have any questions, bring them up and we can
discuss. Write it on the blackboard.

Q: why do more and more people get sick, is it be-
cause of  their heavy karma?

Venerable Master: It is because too much killing is
happening.

Ask: but it seems now there aren't that many killings go-
ing on?

Venerable Master: Oh, do people not kill anymore? Who
asked this? You? Are you saying it's false?

Q: I can't figure it out!
VM: How come? Do you mean that the Buddha is not

fair? Bodhisattvas are not fair? Or King Yama is not fair?
Ask: If the reincarnation in the Six Paths is real, people

who do evil things for sure will fall into the three evil paths.
Now, the population of  people is bigger and bigger; how-
ever people who do evil things are many and why are there
still so many people?

I just don't understand how many bad deeds those people
who plunder to hell have committed?

Venerable Master: Don't ask about the bad deeds one is
engaging in. Just count your thoughts. Among the idle thoughts
you have, how many of them are wholesome and how many
of them are evil? Keep your own books on your own rein-
carnation of the Six Paths.

Venerable Master: I have told you many times that hu-
man being are just monsters.  They are very strange beings.
When you tell a person to do good deeds, he will not listen.
Without giving any instructions on doing bad deeds, he has
to do it anyway. Take Americans for example. When you
teach them Buddhism, it is harder than ascending to the heavens.
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Regarding taking drugs, you don't need
to teach them, everyone knows how.
This is an example.

The transmigration on the Six Paths
is real and not false. The number of
people engaging in doing bad deeds
increase in number everyday. When they
actually plunge into the Three Evil
Paths, they will not send you a telegram
telling you," so and so, I have now
fallen into the Three Evil Paths." Don't
you agree? - Because this person no
longer has the freedom to send a
telegram, make phone calls or write a
letter. So, even if he is in the Three Evil
Paths, you will not know about it.
However, what goes around comes
around; one reaps what one sows.
This natural law will never be mistaken.
You must not have doubts about the

transmigration on the Six Paths. If you harbor these kinds of
doubts, there is no need to learn the Buddha Dharma. If  you
have faith in the Buddha, what the Buddha teaches is the principle
of  the transmigration on the Six Paths. Would the Buddha deceive
you? Would he come up with phony terminology to tell you what
the Six Paths look like. No. It is just that you cannot see it with
your human eyes.

Without mentioning anything else, five hundred years ago, if
you told someone that there was a rich continent called, America,
full of gold with fertile lands and no habitants, none would be-
lieve you. However, Columbus discovered the new continent and
discovered America. Before his discovery, it is not true that America
did not exist. It is just that we had not seen it, so we thought it did
not exist. However, it is also not the case that America just came
into existence when the continent was discovered by Columbus.
Why do we say America now exists? It is because we can see it
with our eyes. The same principle applies to the existence of the
Six Paths. Because you have not obtained the Five Eyes and Six
Penetrations, you don't believe it's there. If you have obtained this
power, the Six Paths are just right in front of you - as clear as it
can be. You will not be deceived at all. However, you don't have
this kind of  spiritual power, so you will not see it. You can't say it
does not exist because you can't see it. Just like you can't say America
did not exist because no one discovered it.

Venerable Master: What do you think?
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Ask: I would like to ask that if reincarnation on the Six Paths is
real, then when people commit evil offenses, they will fall into the
Three Evil Paths, and the population will surely decrease. So many
people are engaging in evil deeds, why are there still so many people
in the world!?

Venerable Master: I will not answer your question just yet. Let
me ask you a question first. Where do human beings come from
originally? Did humans exist in this world at the very beginning? If
so, where do people come from? If there were no human inhabitants,
then where do all these people come from? There are many people
now but let's not talk about this problem. Instead let us discuss the
time when there were only very few people. If you say there were
no human beings here originally, why is it that people came into
existence later? If you say there were human beings here at the
beginning, where do these people come from?

Venerable Master: people often ask: "do chickens come first or
do eggs come first?" If  you say chickens come first, then how can
they exist without being born from eggs?

If  you say chickens come first, then the eggs. Well, chicken must
be hatched from eggs. If  there are no eggs, how can chickens exist?
If you say, "what about human beings?" I will ask and say this again,
"All men are born from women in this world. If there are no men,
how could women bear children?" Ask yourself this question! At
that time, if men existed first, how are they born? With the over-
population issue you mention, let's not investigate this problem just
yet. Let's just try to figure out how human beings originated from
the very beginning. If you understand how human beings come to
exist originally, and how chicken exist, this issue you asked will be
resolved.

As for the reincarnation on the Six Paths, this theory and prin-
ciple is very easy and shallow. The Six Paths are Six Dharma Realms
of  the Ten Dharma Realms defined by the Buddha; with the re-
maining Four Sagely Realms. The six ordinary dharma realms are
where we ordinary people transmigrate in and out of. You asked
why there are still so many people in the world? Because the popu-
lation of human beings is not set to a definite number, they are
called "living" beings. This number can increase or decrease. As one
enters this destiny, others also leave this destiny.

I will answer your question now. For example, you mentioned
that there are lots of people who plunge into the Three Evil Paths.
By the same token, you also must understand that those who had
previously fallen into the Three Evil Paths will not dwell there
eternally. There will be people plunging into the Three Evil Paths,
but beings will also have the opportunity to leave the evil paths. The
number of people entering the evil path is big, but those who leave
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will not be few in number either. Therefore, the world population
increases day by day. You ask where people came from, they came
from various places. You see there are ethnic groups for Chinese
and ethnic groups for foreigners as well. Human beings are of many
sorts. For example, if  10,000 people plunge into the Three Evil
Paths, how do you know that those who are in the Three Evil Paths
have not finished undergoing their retribution? When they are fin-
ished with their retribution, 20,000 being may leave these destinies.
At this rate, of course, the population will increase day by day. This
is my point of view regarding this matter. What do you think?

Venerable Master: "Do you understand it now? Understand?
Then your problem is solved!"

Q: Dharma Master, there is a shy girl student here. She wishes
to ask this question: how can we help a non-Buddhist to sincerely
believe in Buddhism? What are the right things to do?

Venerable Master: you must be a good model yourself. You
should have good behavior and conduct, which will naturally influ-
ence others and give them faith.

Q: I believe in the Buddha Dharma myself. However, how can
I influence others so that they will also have faith and believe in
Buddhism like I do?

Venerable Master: It is to practice loyalty and trustworthiness in
your speech, and respectfulness in your conduct. One will not lie
when he/she speaks. You will not engage in killing yourself. For
example, being a vegetarian who does not eat meat is also a form
of practice. Not stealing - we do not take other people's possession
without permission; this is also a form of  practice. Not engaging in
sexual misconduct is the most important matter. If you can adhere
to these disciplines, others will naturally have a good impression of
you. Do not lie, do not deceive others, do not drink alcohol, do not
smoke, and do not take intoxicants or drugs. All of these are good
practices that will influence others to give rise to faith.

Q: From the Dharma Master's instructions, we should practice
Buddhism personally.  However, others criticize me for being dif-
ferent from them and think I am abnormal.  How do I deal with
this problem? Not only do they not have faith, but they also slander.

A: Do not contend with them using words. Just by being deter-
mined and doing what you should do, they will naturally surrender
after a while.

Q: Thank you, Dharma Master!

To be continued


