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Sutra:
The Buddha is also like this. It has really not been long
since he attained the Way. On the other hand, the great
hosts of Bodhisattvas have already, throughout limitless
thousands of myriads of millions of eons for the sake of the
Buddha Way, practiced with diligence and vigor. They are
well able to enter, leave, and dwell in limitless hundreds
of thousands of myriads of millions of samadhis. They
possess great spiritual powers and have long cultivated
Brahma conduct. They are well able to practice in succes-
sion all wholesome dharmas, and they are clever in their
questions and answers. They are jewels among humankind,
extremely rare in the world. Yet, just now, the World Hon-
ored One said that only when the Buddha gained the Way
did he cause them to first bring forth their resolve. By
teaching, transforming, and guiding them, he led them
toward Anuttarasamyaksambodhi. It has not been long
since the World Honored One gained Buddhahood, and
yet he has been able to do these great and meritorious deeds!

Commentary:
The Buddha is also like this. Above, the twenty-five-year-old
young man was described as having hundred-year-old men for
his sons. And the old men also admitted that the young man was
their father. Maitreya Bodhisattva says that such a thing cannot
happen. If you try to get people to believe this, no one will.
Now he goes on to say that the Buddha is also like this; the
Buddha is like the young man. It has really not been long
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since he attained the Way. From the time he attained the Unsurpassed, Proper
and Equal, Right Enlightenment—the Buddha Way—until now has really not been
long. At the most, it’s been forty some years. That doesn’t add up to a very long
time. On the other hand, the great hosts of Bodhisattvas have already,
throughout limitless thousands of myriads of millions of eons in the past, for
the sake of  the Buddha Way—seeking the path to Buddhahood—practiced with
diligence and vigor. They are extremely vigorous in both body and mind. They are
never, never lazy. They are well able to enter, leave, and dwell in limitless
hundreds of thousands of myriads of millions of samadhis. They are well able
to enter, well able to leave, and well able to dwell in limitless billions of samadhis.
What does it mean to be “well able to enter”? It means being about to enter the Nine
Successive Stages of Samadhi. What does it mean to be “well able to leave”? It
means being able to attain the Lion Sprint Samadhi. “To be well able to dwell in”
means one further obtains the Transcendent Samadhi. This explanation is based on
principles of  the Store Teaching and principles of  the Penetrating Teaching.

If  explained in terms of  the principles of  the Special Teaching, what is meant by
“well able to enter”? From the First Ground to the Tenth Ground is called “well
able to enter samadhi.” Then one goes on from the Tenth Ground to enter the Door
to the Mysterious and Wonderful, and then to turn the boat of  compassion around
and cultivate while doing the things that ordinary people do. Although one has certi-
fied to the level of  a Tenth Ground Bodhisattva, one comes back and does the
things ordinary people do. One manifests an appearance of being like ordinary
people. That is called “well able to leave” when wonderful enlightenment is perfected,
“well able to dwell in samadhi.”

If  this is explained according to the Perfect Teaching’s principle, the “Dharma
Nature Samadhi” is what is meant by “well able to enter.” The “Foremost Shurangama
Samadhi” is what is meant by “well able to leave.” The “King of Samadhis” is what
is meant by “well able to dwell in samadhi.”

The nine successive stages of  samadhi are: the Four Dhyanas : the samadhi of  the
first Dhyana,  the samadhi of the second Dhyana,  the samadhi of the third Dhyana,
the samadhi of  the fourth Dhyana and the Four Samadhis of  Emptiness: the samadhi
of emptiness, the samadhi of consciousness,  the samadhi of nothing whatsoever,
the samadhi of neither thought nor nonthought. Add to those “the successive samadhi
of the extinction of feeling and thought” , and together they are called the Nine
Successive Stages of Samadhi. They are cultivated to accomplishment little by little.
If you can obtain the Nine Successive Stages of Samadhi, that is called “well able to
enter samadhi,” and if  you can then obtain the Transcendent Samadhi, the samadhi
that transcends everything, that is called “well able to dwell in samadhi.” That’s a very
general explanation of “well able to enter, well able to leave, and well able to dwell
in hundreds of thousands of myriads of millions of samadhis” according to the
Store, Penetrating, Special, and Perfect Teachings. There are many, many different
kinds of samadhi—hundreds of thousands of billions of kinds. Samadhi is a San-
skrit word translated as “proper concentration” and “proper reception.” “They are well
able to enter, leave, and dwell in limitless hundreds of thousands of myriads of
millions of samadhi” is explained like that.


