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Once summer break starts in June, more than one hundred students
leave the spacious campus of the City of 10,000 Buddhas (CTTB). At
that time the City seems less full, and the good cheer and spirit of the
many students is noticeably absent. However, on June 23rd, CTTB
was crowded with people and followers from all over the Bay Area,
California, other states, and even from many foreign countries. They
had the utmost sincerity to participate in the commemoration ceremony
of  the 12th anniversary of  Venerable Master Hua’s Nirvana.

After Evening Recitation, the Abbot, Dharma Master Lyu, showed
a DVD introducing Venerable Master Hua and his instructional talks.
Everyone had an opportunity to experience the Venerable Master’s com-
passion and wisdom via the clear audio-visual display of  the Venerable
Master's eloquent teaching. Most disciples rarely have any opportunity to
come to CTTB. Many of them actually came for the first time. On that
day they experienced the purity and majesty of  the City and the Dharma
happiness that flows everywhere from the proclamation of  Venerable
Master's Dharma.

                 Commemoration of the Twelfth Anniversary of
                     Venerable Master Hua’s Nirvana
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Getting up at 3:30 AM and doing the Morning Recitation at 4:00
AM seems like a hard task for many people. Despite this early time,
many people arrived at the Buddha Hall prior to 4:00 AM. On the
sublime occasion of  commemorating the Master’s Nirvana, over
four hundred people vigorously attended the Morning Recitation.

After the Morning Recitation, the Eight Vegetarian Precepts were
transmitted. These pure precepts originated from the Buddha’s great
compassion to give lay supporters an opportunity to plant the seeds
of transcending the mundane and experience what monastic life is
like. Many people who come to CTTB do not find eating one meal
a day and not eating after noontime difficult. However, it is often
the case that as soon as they leave the City, they realize that their
stomach is no longer obedient. Only then do they discover that
maintaining the pure vegetarian precepts is not such an easy matter.

The temperature was still chilly at 7:00 AM in CTTB. However,
many disciples gathered at the mountain gate for the practice of
Three Steps, One Bow to show their gratitude to the Venerable
Master. Since it is such a rare opportunity to come to the City, the
disciples did not want to “return home empty-handed after having
entered the mountain of jewels.” No one wanted to pass up any
opportunity to cultivate.

At 8:15 AM, the commemoration ceremony formally began.
The big tent, where the service was conducted, had been turned
into an adorned Bodhimandala. Dharma Masters and lay disciples
from branch monasteries had been arriving at the City since early in
the morning. The Vietnamese monk, Dharma Master Ming Chau
being the Venerable Master’s loyal disciple, took time out of  his
busy schedule to join this commemoration every year, and this year
he was accompanied by many other Vietnamese Dharma Masters,
making this day that much more splendid. This is certainly a sign of
the Venerable Master’s lifelong efforts to unite the different traditions.
of Buddhism.

Another feature of the commemoration was the numerous
grey  robes, the religious garb of sincere Vietnamese lay-followers.
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Every year on this day, about one-third of the participants are
Vietnamese. We cannot help but recollect that the Venerable Mas-
ter went to Vietnam to propagate the Buddhadharma in Decem-
ber of 1974, shortly before the fall of South Vietnam. In the early
1980s he set up a refugee training and resettlement program at
CTTB and now many of  the Venerable Master’s books have been
translated into Vietnamese. Perhaps these affinities from the past
are now coming to fruition.

At 9:00 AM, participants recited the Venerable Master’s holy name
and proceeded to the Hall of  No Words to revere the relics and to
cherish the memory of the Master’s virtue and kindness. The Hall of
No Words displays the sharira of  the Buddha, the sharira of  the
Venerable Master Hsu-Yun, as well as many items that were used by
the Venerable Master. This hall is open to the public for veneration
only on important occasions and Dharma assemblies.

After that, the Grand Meal Offering Ceremony was an impor-
tant part of  the day’s religious services. During this ritual 108 carefully
prepared items consisting of vegetarian dishes and precious jewels
are passed from one participant to another as offerings to express
supreme reverence and remembrance toward the Venerable Master.
After this special offering, the assembly proceeded to the dining hall
for lunch. On normal days there is ample space in the main dining
hall, but on this day not an empty seat could be found. In fact, the
dining hall was not big enough, so the small dining hall and Dao Yuan
Hall were both opened to accommodate all the devotees.

According to CTTB’s tradition, members of the Sangha take
turns to speak the Dharma during lunch in special Dharma assemblies.
Dharma Master Sure was the first to address the more than one
thousand people in attendance. He encouraged everyone to consider
a vegan diet, because one of  the main causes of  global warming is
the gas produced from cow manure, which also destroys the
atmosphere. The high demand for beef by humans means large
scale cattle raising which generates great quantities of cow manure.
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The water from flushing animal feces seeps into the ground water
and rivers, thus polluting the sources of our drinking water. In the
future, our drinking water will be more costly than gasoline since
there may not be many sources for pure water.

Bhikshuni Heng Gwei also introduced the City of  the Dharma
Realm, which will host a Vegetarian Food and Culture Fair on July
4th. She welcomed everyone to participate in this event which is
co-sponsored by five branch monasteries in order to promote
vegetarianism. Participants will be able to sample delicious veg-
etarian and vegan food.

After lunch, the ceremonies for Taking Refuge in the Triple
Jewel and receiving the Five Precepts were conducted along with a
Liberating Life Ceremony. That concluded the ceremony to com-
memorate the Venerable Master’s Nirvana. This event allowed
Buddhists of  various traditions to unite in carrying on the Ven-
erable Master’s work of  causing the Buddha Dharma to flourish
in the West so that it can benefit living beings.

This Dharma assembly nourished everyone’s Bodhi seeds and
Dharma roots. By the remembering the Venerable Master, we
encourage one another to not to lose sight of our original Bodhi
resolve. May we vigorously advance on the path to Bodhi and
may we work together to repay the kindness of  the Venerable
Master who gave us the most supreme gift of all: the genuine
Buddha Dharma.


