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I am pleased to be here this afternoon and speak to you. I shall, first
of all, give thanks to those who helped us reach a significant accom-
plishment for the school. At the beginning of next school year, De-
veloping Virtue Secondary School will be accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges. Thanks go especially to the
Abbot of  the City of  Ten Thousand Buddhas and DRBA who have
been staunch supporters of the school. Secondly, thanks are due the
faculty who did a magnificent job of teaching while making time and
completing all their accreditation tasks. You are deeply appreciated.
Lastly, the students and parents played a huge role in providing the
Visiting Committee an unbiased look at the school. Thank each of
you so much.

Next, I should like to congratulate the graduating class. They took
leadership roles in the school and played active roles in student
governance. I congratulate them on jobs well done all year – both
academically and in their representation of the school. The graduat-
ing class has taken every challenge and always shown positive attitudes.

Now, I do not know why the graduating class wanted to hear
from me. Certainly some of them had enough during my class time
with them. Be that as it may, the only things I shall talk about are
some of the things I know. I will give you the gist of things I know
in a very erudite saying. You can tell the truth of  the saying from its
very sophistication of thought. The saying is: “The tassel is worth the
hassle!”

The first thing I know – When this graduating class inherits the
world, by taking over from its previous generation, the world will be
a better place than is now the case. I have absolutely no reservations
in turning the world over to your generation. I know that you will do
the same thing that each generation before you has done. You will
outperform those of  the previous generation and move the world
forward, in all areas. This has been going on for centuries and will
continue. So, success in improving our world.

                         The Tassel is worth the Hassle!
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The next thing I know – Neither this school nor the univer-
sity you attend can fully prepare you to take up a profession.
Many of you will have vocations that do not now exist. I worked
in fields for which there were little or no university courses in
1947, namely nuclear research and computer engineering. You
too, will work in fields that we have little or no idea about. So,
we try to educate you in those things that are the hallmark of
success in life. Hence, we try to instill character, bring out your
innate goodness, and make a love for learning both an irresist-
ible urge to know and a lifelong pursuit. You have succeeded
well in these areas.

Another thing I know – Each of the graduating seniors are
on a path to succeed in their chosen careers. They have been
given good roots by their parents and teachers. They have mas-
tered a large body of knowledge and study skills. They have
developed virtues that will stand them in good stead through-
out life. They have been accepted into some of the most pres-
tigious universities in American. The rest is up to them.

The last thing I will share with you – What is success? I
know that our graduating seniors will have success in improv-
ing our world and their chosen careers. How do we answer the
question – What is success? Perhaps, this can be answered by an
old poem:

To believe in yourself  and the best you can be.
To strive for each goal that you have set.
To know that you’ve tried with courage and pride
        and never looked back with regret.
To live your own life in that manner you’ve chosen,
        refusing to settle for less,
        to shape your own destiny,
        build your own world,
        this is to be success.


