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THE DHARMA-RAIN AND LAMP OF THE MIND
ILLUMINATES THE PAST AND PRESENT (Part XXV)
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Homage to the Eternally Abiding Buddhas
of the Ten Directions

Homage to the Eternally Abiding Dharma
of the Ten Directions

Homage to the Eternally Abiding Sangha

of the Ten Directions

Namo Shakyamuni Buddha

Namo Shurangama of the Buddha’s Summit
Namo Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva

Namo Vajra Treasury Bodhisattva

Heng Ju talked about how he secretly ate a berry pie. This |
happened one night. Not only did he do that, but I believe
that he is still eating behind our backs. Even though he didn’t |;
actually put food in his mouth, his mind often gave rise to .
these kinds of false thoughts. The only thing I know about
this disciple is that he can really eat — stealthily. Just now Heng |
Yo talked about Heng Ju encountering a ghost. He did not
say why it happened. It wasn’t clear even though he phoned |;
me. The night Heng Ju came across a ghost, they didn’t know .
what to do. They didn’t call me till next day to say that on
their pilgtimage Heng Ju had encountered a ghost and was |
calling out loudly the night before. I only said one thing to -
them, “Why did you encounter a ghost? It’s because of the
distorted thoughts you had last night!” What thoughts did |
they both strike up? I asked them, “You struck up some false
thoughts, right?” They denied it. I said, “Nor! There were |;
many girls! Why didn’t you discipline your minds and adhere -
to the rules? Because you didn’t discipline yourselves, the
84,000 vajra treasury dharma protecting spirits no longer |

protected you. That’s how the ghost was able to get through
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and give you trouble!” If you didn’t give rise to distorted thoughts, |.
this kind of problem would have never occurred. When this type -
of thing happens, I needn’t ask, see or observe, I know it comes
from your improper and false thoughts. Due to this reason, they .
didn’t dare to false think like that again and subsequently, trouble

of that sort disappeared.

Therefore, we know that “when one thought arises, a hun- .
dred affairs flare up.” When an idea flashes into you mind, every- *
thing comes about. “When thoughts are settled, myriad phenom- .

ena cease to be.” If your thoughts cease and you no longer false .

think, no affairs will occur, and you will not have trouble or |

afflictions. So, I have always said, cultivators are “truly wealthy -

and noble when the mind stops and thoughts end.” When you

end your false thoughts, this is true wealth and nobility. “The end-

ing of selfish desires is the genuine field of blessing.” If you wish

to attain genuine fields of blessings, you must get rid of your :

unwholesome desires. If you have the least bit of unwholesome .

desires, it is not the true field of blessing. We who cultivate the

Way should note that cultivation happens in the space of a thought. |

In one thought, we can be in the heavens; in another thought, we -

could be in the hells. In another thought, we could be hungry

ghosts, animals, human beings, as#ras, sound-hearers, those who |

become enlightened due to conditions, bodhisattvas or even -

Buddhas. If you become a Buddha, it is because of your one ;

thought. Return to the origin and this one thought of purity will

lead you to Buddhahood.

You young people must know that you are in your golden |;

years and will have a great future. It is a very precious time. Do -

not let this precious time pass in vain. Rather, you should use this

time to study and cultivate the Buddha Dharma. Last night, at
Wanxin University I mentioned, “Don’t wait until old age to
cultivate. In all the solitary tombs lay young people.” In this prom-
ising age, you should create all kinds of merit and virtue to nout-
ish your blessings and wisdom. Don’t miss the opportunity. Now
in Vietnam, there is a rare opportunity that Great Dharma Master
Chao-Chen is speaking Dharma for you every Sunday. You should
share this opportunity with your friends to participate in this
Dharma study. When your friend becomes a Buddha, you will
have been the one to introduce him to Buddhism. When you can
help others realize Buddhahood, you yourself will also become a
Buddha in the near future.

s To be continued
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