ProOPER DHARMA SEAL

IE 3% FP

gﬁ’

K1

, T8 F 15 Bk

=
4@ % 4B

THE SHURANGAMA SUTRA WITH COMMENTARY

[ % 7L ] ROLL NINE

¥ i* + +# COMMENTARY BY THE VENERABLE MASTER HUA
)% S F e &0 TRANSLATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSLATION INSTITUTE
ig 37 4% REVISED VERSION

BEERE - RES
1EEHI|I\ ° B/%

“ERA - BEE -
B BAKR - HE—F
|28 - WATSH -

ST EERLE KD PY UL o ) B 8 -
mﬂvufq_ |’ fogt T ,gf PR TR e
fﬁﬁ%’ﬁﬁr“ S el

N

N

L %‘“

7oA

H

Hg

Ay
Ha C

-
|

Ly

[

CEL kiﬁ}gjﬁ L l’ﬂjgl:& 4
% o = s B
ﬁlfﬂi’y E[ © Ij: ]JlJ

H[l

fa?

SEL ]' A‘?érg‘jﬁf‘l_ﬁﬁu\ )

S=nE JEH*% PR TP rﬁzu e
%‘Efﬁﬁd@%fﬁ ay A PHEEIET - HA
TR SRR A S T‘M EApES

o 9 F e TR 5 f\:_ » I T JFVB— o
= i l*id:?ﬂ@l*‘ﬂf fo e WHEER ? fag
i T AT

TES %‘F}FJJ DEpE ﬁr‘ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬂ?ﬂﬁ P
PIRL = 20 > - Kiﬂﬁfﬂﬁ\%ﬁﬁ » Tk B
P TIE VR L2 T ISR B
SR = A T T R RL I R AR R
FRLT R i PO (AR (R - 4
@ﬁ%w’ﬁ%ﬁﬁv’wﬁ—JJ
C IR S R g g
T PIF P RIOEEL SR o B i

),
8

: B“jtFAT

Sutra:

Second, this person attentively contemplates his mind and
finds that everything is nonexistent. He has a realization
based on nonexistence. When anyone comes to ask him
questions, he replies with only one word. He only says “no.”
Aside from saying “no,” he does not speak.

Commentary:

The person only knows about nothingness, so he talks in a crazy
way. He denies the existence of everything. No matter what you
ask him, he says “no.” That’s the only word he says. Second, this
person attentively contemplates and examines his mind and
finds that everything is nonexistent. Among the twelve
categories of living beings, he feels that in the mind of the
formations skandha, everything is gone. At the point where he
sees nothing, he has a realization based on nonexistence. He
thinks that he has attained wisdom based on “nonexistence.”
Actually, he doesn’t understand. He has gone too far overboard,
and his views are completely irrational. He develops an attachment
to the idea of “nonexistence” and thinks he’s enlightened. What
did he enlighten to? The word “no.”

So when anyone comes to ask him questions, he replies
with only one word. People think he must be a seasoned
cultivator, because he keeps his eyes shut and nurtures his spirit,
not saying a word all day long. He eats nothing except a few
bananas. Thinking that he is a sage, they request the Dharma from
him. When they do, he really knows how to put on an act by
giving one-word replies. This tactic is called “One-Word Chan.”
People call it that because they don’t understand what he’s talking

about. No matter what you ask him, he only says “no.”
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“How should I cultivate?” you ask.

“No.”

“Should I recite the Buddha’s name?”

“No.”

“Do you think it would be a good idea to observe the moral
rules and receive the precepts?”

“No.”

His continual response of “no” bewilders you and you forget
what you were going to say. You wonder, “What does he mean
by ‘no’? No what?”” You can’t figure it out, but then it finally hits
you, “Oh! There really is nothing. It’s truly nothing.” Aside from
saying “no,” he does not speak. You may ask him one question,
ten questions, a hundred, a thousand, or ten thousand questions,
but he will always answer “no.” Then you think, “The Chan
principles he’s talking about must be too lofty; that's why we can’t
understand them.”

L3 The sophistry of only “yes.”

Sutra:

Third, this person attentively contemplates his mind and
finds that everything is existent. He has a realization based
on existence. When anyone comes to ask him questions, he
replies with only one word. He only says “yes.” Aside from
saying “yes,” he does not speak.

Commentary:

In the third kind of false sophistry, this person attentively
contemplates his mind and finds that everything is existent.
He looks into his mind and sees that the twelve categories of
living beings all undergo birth and death in this place of existence.
He has a realization based on existence. Actually, he has not
realized any fruition. The Sutra only says that in order to describe
his mistake: He contemplates living beings and says, “Ah! They all
exist.” Perceiving this principle, he thinks he has become enlightened
and has realized the fruition.

When anyone comes to ask him questions, he replies
with only one word. No matter what Dharma he is asked about,
he only says “yes.”

“Would it be a good idea for me to leave the home-life and
become a monk?” you ask him.

“Yes.”

“Would it be good for me to take the five precepts?”

“Yes.”

“What would be the best thing for me to do?”

“Yes.”
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