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That would be like a young person, twenty-five years of age,
encountering an old man of over one hundred years and saying
to someone else, ‘Do you know that he is my son? That hundred-
year-old man is my son.’

“And the old man agrees and says, ‘Right, he is my father.

“How can that be? A twenty-five-year-old father and a hun-
dred-year-old son—who ever heard of such a principle? I can’t
believe such a thing could happen. In the same way, Shakyamuni
Buddha is only a few decades old, and all these Bodhisattvas are
tens of thousands of years old. How can he have such old dis-
ciples?” He couldn’t believe it. “What’s going on herer” Maitreya
Bodhisattva is skeptical, and all the other Bodhisattvas are doubtful
as well. But for now, we are not going to worry about that. Instead
we are going to talk some more about attachments.

I just said that the reason people do not become Buddhas is
that they have false thinking and attachments, and someone gave
rise to a doubt, thinking, “That’s wrong!” I don’t have any false
thinking, I’'m old and haven’t ever had a false thought. What’s more,
I don’t have any attachments, either. I’'m not attached to money, or
a house, ot property, ot food, or clothes or anything at alll”

Perhaps, but you haven’t put down not being attached to
anything at all yet. It’s just that very thing that has kept you from
becoming a Buddha! If you know that you have some attachments,
then there’s hope for you. But if you have deluded yourself into
thinking that you haven’t any, then there’s nothing that can be done,
because in fact you have simply too many attachments!

“Too many? What do you mean?” you ask.

For one, you’re attached to your physical appearance. You feel
that you’re good-looking. As ugly as you are, you still think you’re
beautiful. It doesn’t matter who the person is, no matter how ugly

he is, he doesn’t think he’s ugly. He always feels, “Although my nose
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isn’t very pretty, I have lovely eyes, don’t I?”” Maybe he doesn’t
have good eyes, he can’t see well, but his faculty of hearing
is keen. In general, a person always feels that he is in some
way better than the next person. Even stupid people manage
to do this by thinking, “I am dumber than anyone!” At least
they have an awareness of what they are actually like.

Smart ones think, “I’m smarter than anyone. I memo-
rized that Sutra right away. You’ve been studying it for so
long, and you still can’t remember it People like that are
attached to being smart.

Smart people are attached to being smart. Stupid people
are attached to being stupid. Dirty people are attached to
being dirty. “This is just the way I am—a long-haired hippie.”
Hippies are attached to not washing their hair. Those who
aren’t hippies are attached to it being wrong to have long hair.
“Long hair isn’t good. I won’t let my hair grow.” Letting your
hair grow is an attachment, and not letting your hair grow is
an attachment, too. So what have you put down? Nothing at
all. And yet you say you have put everything down. If that
isn’t stupid, what is? People like that may claim to be wise,
but I certainly don’t believe them. I'd better not say any more.
If I say too much, I'll upset people.

Poor people have the attachments of poor people.
Wealthy people have the attachments of wealthy people.
Honorable people have the attachments of honorable
people. Lowly people have the attachments of lowly people.
Whatever position a person happens to be in, he will have
the corresponding attachments. Left-home people have left-
home attachments; laypeople have laypeople’s attachments.
You have your attachments, and I have my attachments. Put
them down!

Buddhists who have taken refuge with me, women,
especially young women - I’m not including men in this for
now - should not hitchhike no matter where you go. Don’t
try to gain petty advantages or be greedy for a bargain. This
bargain is of no great benefit. In this country, there are many
“devils”, and if a young woman got in the car of one of
them, he would eat you until not even a trace of your bones
would be left. Therefore, Buddhists at our place don’t do
such things; this is of great importance. I'm setting down

this law for you today.

[eag eurrey( Jodoxg .





