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I often tell you to be firm, sincere, and constant, but you haven’t been
able to do so yet. Without a constant mind, you have not been able to
put down your attachments and false thinking. Therefore you haven’t
yet become a Buddha. Do you want to become a Buddha? If you do,
then quickly put down your false thinking and attachments, and you
will do fine.

I realized the most proper enlightenment. The Buddha, beneath
the Bodhi Tree, certified to Unsurpassed, Proper and Equal, Right
Enlightenment. There is nothing higher than this Proper and Equal
Right Enlightenment. This is a Buddha’s fruition. Having enlightened
and become a Buddha, one is certified as attaining the fruition of
Buddhahood. And then he turned the supreme Dharma-wheel. In
the beginning he turned the Dharma-wheel of the Four Truths; later
he turned the Dharma-wheel of the Twelve Causes and Conditions.
After that, he turned the Dharma-wheel of the Six Paramitas and the
myriad practices.

At the very beginning, he turned the great Dharma-wheel of
the Flower Adornment. When he saw that ordinary people could
not accept this great Dharma, he turned the Dharma-wheel of the
Agamas. Then he turned the Dharma-wheel of the Vaipulya. Then
he turned the Dharma-wheel of Prajna. At the very last, he finally
turned the Dharma-wheel of the Dharma Flower. The Wonderful
Dharma-wheel—the wheel of the Wonderful Dharma, the Dharma
Flower—is the basic aim of the Buddha. His original intent was to
speak the Dharma Flower. But, upon seeing that living beings’ facul-
ties were not mature enough, that it wasn’t time yet, he first turned
the Agama, Vaipulya, and Prajna Dharmas, and after that he turned
the Dharma Flower. When he spoke the Dharma Flower, the time
was right. The time had come. Therefore he turned the unsurpassed
Dharma-wheel.

Only then did I teach and transform them. At that time, I taught
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and transformed all the Great Bodhisattvas, causing them to first
bring forth their resolve for the Way. I enabled them to bring forth
the Unsurpassed Bodhi Way-mind. Now they all dwell in irrevers-
ibility. These limitless, limitless, limitless Bodhisattvas all abide at the
level of irreversibility. They are irreversible in position, in mindfulness,
and in practice. They abide in those three kinds of irreversibility. And
all shall become Buddhas.

I now speak the truth; the Dharma I taught you before was expe-
dient. It was spoken to prepare you for the full truth, which I am now
speaking to you. You should believe it with a single mind. You should
turn your minds to become one in order to accept this true Dharma.
From remote time past to now, / I have taught and transformed
these multitudes. It’s not just now, in this life, in this Saha wotld, that
I have become a Buddha. Limitless eons ago I became a Buddha. The
Buddha is said to be “not born and yet born, not extinct and yet extinct.”
Although he was not born, he manifested birth. Basically, he did not
become extinct, but appeared to enter Nirvana. In the Brabhma Net Sutra,
the Buddha says, “I have come to this Saha world eight thousand times.”
If you obtain the Way eye—the penetration of the Heavenly Eye—and
take a look into how many times Shakyamuni Buddha has come into this
Saha world, you will see that it’s not just eight thousand times. It’s not
even eighty thousand times, or eight hundred thousand times, but limitless,
countless times. So the Buddha is telling the real truth here.

These limitless, countless Great Bodhisattvas filling up the empty
space of three thousand great thousand worlds are all those whom 1
taught when I was on the causal ground during my former lives as a
Buddha. You asked under which Buddha they resolved to cultivate the
Way, who taught them, and by what methods. They cultivated the Dhar-
ma-door of the Dharma Flower. They recited the Wonderful Dharma
Lotus Flower Sutra. 1 am telling you now that I taught, transformed, and
brought to accomplishment this great assembly.

When Shakyamuni Buddha had finished speaking his verse, Maitreya
Bodhisattva spoke up again with a question. Maitreya Bodhisattva is
the Bodhisattva with the huge belly. His stomach contains all of empty
space. He didn’t get that way from eating good food, however. His belly
is simply like empty space and includes all of existence within it. This
big-bellied Bodhisattva basically knows all there is to know and has
complete understanding of everything. He doesn’t need to ask people
to explain things to him. But now he’s confused. What’s he confused
about? About the verse Shakyamuni Buddha just spoke. Maitreya Bo-
dhisattva doesn’t understand it.

“Absolutely impossible,” he thought. “These Bodhisattvas are so
old. Shakyamuni Buddha has only been alive for a few decades. Hes in
his seventies. You are so young and these Bodhisattvas are so old. How

can they be your disciples?
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