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PATRIARCHS OF THE FORTY-SEVENTH GENERATION:
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A verse in praise says:
Dan Xia wielded his whisk,
And the Master gave up his practice of the
“clay pill” technique.

He went beyond the beginning of the cosmos

1091-1157

And managed to feel his own nose.

20 At the third watch of the night, there was
=ik R ﬂﬁ@ﬁ no need to borrow a light,
BZEHN RERS

But he lost his money and incurred blame.
From the solitary summit of Taibai Mountain,

=ENE KE5F His Dharma spread over the great earth.
ABEM SHZRAM
Commentary:

THE—# iﬁﬁaﬁlﬁr* FIRSER BT ] Dan Xia wielded his whisk and hit him lightly, this Dhyana
TTB‘FQV P > 47 RLR ]J e T }"L}f@¥ | Master became enlighted. And the Master gave up his practice
P s SRS Ju’fl B“}:i_i& 94— ] 3% of t}‘1e “clay Pi]l” technique. This is the 1:aoist technique of
IS EFI [":HBT E i—F;}g’j’;\ F' BT F[ I }P;‘I]g', 7;@ ? sending out a little man fr.OT the t(.)p of o’n.e ’s; head. Before, tbe
MRS SRS RIS~ o ACE Master w.as atta.ch.ed t.o his “conscious spirit” and tr.led to gain

- "ﬁdjﬁ ilﬁ > H H immortality. This is still the state of a “corpse-guarding ghost.”
pi ¢! ':j Y [H[_F ’ ’*F-P = INSIEEE AR However, after Master Dan Xia struck him with the whisk, he
PN < e IISZLF:L (= o FIPERT T HJ gave up his former pursuits, realizing that the technique was still
J\?L—fﬁb? (gt > g #0pd AR = I[_HJ AL caught up within the realm of the conscious spirit.
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He went beyond the beginning of the cosmos. What era
was that? There’s no way to date this period. This is the stage of the
kalpa of emptiness before anything came to be. And managed to
feel his own nose: he was able to recognize his “original face.” He
knew whether his nostrils pointed up or down. If you ask me, “Do
my nostrils point up or down?” I won’t be able to tell you. You have
to find out for yourself.

At the third watch of the night, at midnight, there was no
need to borrow a light. It’s not necessary to borrow a light from a
lamp or from the mind. One’s nature is inherently bright. But he lost
his money and incurred blame. He lost his opportunity—this is
like losing money. Here “incurring blame” does not mean creating an
offense. It means missing one’s opportunity. The potentials did not
mesh.

From the solitary summit of Taibai Mountain. Just as this
peak stands alone, unrivalled, so, too, after Dhyana Master Hong Zhi
became enlightened, he stood out untivalled and surpassed his peets.
His Dharma spreads over the great earth. His lofty and high-
minded integrity spread throughout the great earth. Many people were

influenced by his example to make the resolve for Bodhi.

Another verse says:
In his youth he renounced the mundane life and entered
Jingming Monastery
Resolutely he cut off the bonds of love and looked lightly
upon family ties.
A frog at the bottom of the well finds it hard to swallow
the moon,

But the garuda bird soars freely in space.

Trying to figure out an answer is contrary to the foremost
meaning.

Discrimination leads to contradictions, and the path
becomes diversified a thousandfold.

The Dharma host of Tiantong transcends those of the
present and past,

Under Dan Xia’s whisk, he enlightened to the True Sutra.

Commentary:

In his youth he renounced the mundane life and entered
Jingming Monastery. When he was still very young, he renounced
the householder’s life. He was ordained at age fourteen. Of course
he left home earlier than that time, probably at the age of twelve or
thereabouts. Resolutely he cut off the bonds of love and looked

13

sorydexSorg



Biographies

14

ENE NS RRELN S %‘&
TR > ]
EOTATIAT
T

THEER IS B NP AL 4
FRIFT L AT A PRy o o WIS
DR ] - e e
P I L © Mg PR © Jie a5 T ol

Plﬁr‘? E El
rﬁ@J$P?qupaw
ILJ Urﬁuﬁﬁﬁ~ %!‘”J

W?ETIF‘E TP - TRRIAEIES K F
15 l%%%'lﬁ%'lﬁ”— %I?I?”m“?ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ ’
fagel= = B FE‘IFLFFNI?E’?*W TR e
THERBEREHSH | : #iH4 Efgpugl’—‘dlgi
T‘«Lﬁﬂ“}ij F“i El I—Uj‘l‘:ﬁ“z‘\F I]F,JQ‘T Fb}__ﬁj{“
FiY o IEFHH%%EE?I—%H%J PR 2 A
LR, PYEE PR > y2E)

HFW EIEIIE[@: o 1y E[HIL_.]E[E 1737 15 —BP}B;H:
P2 SR BV PR R

R (NN o BN R
F2EIT )
oI i I I SR

LT e ALy - PR
e Y FAT? B e Y &l TR
= THRIBEBTE ) @ ™Rkl
STl WS - SRS >
RN L
TREEEBST, L EHREAVHY A
W’HH*Fﬁ’*%*Teror%*%
MBEAE ) ¢ RLPRLE R R
Hepy s PP TR 'F”ﬁi’ 1o

lightly upon family ties. He looked lightly upon the affection
shared among the six kinds of close relatives. A frog at the bottom
of the well finds it hard to swallow the moon. Such a frog would
certainly not be able to swallow the moon. But the garuda bird
soars freely in space. Nobody can tell the garuda bird what to
do. It flies and roams freely in space. If you understand, you can
be as free as the garuda bird. The garuda bird eats dragons when it
is hungry and drinks water when it’s thirsty. It can fly up into the
sky to frolic as it pleases. Look how free and unconfined it is!

Trying to figure out an answet is contrary to the foremost
meaning. When asked a question, if you cannot come up with a
direct answer, but have to deliberate over a reply, then you have
missed the foremost meaning. You have fallen into the secondary
ot third periphery meanings. Discrimination leads to contradic-
tion, and the path becomes diversified a thousandfold. Once
you start to make discriminations with your conscious mind, then
the more you discriminate, the further you will stray from the
truth.

The Dharma host of the Tiantong transcends those of
the present and past. Because of his great wisdom, most people
could not compare with him. Under Dan Xia’s whisk, having
undergone that kind of beating, he emerged, enlightened to the
True Sutra. He understood the meaning of the True Sutra.
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