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CTTB Celebrates International Peace Day
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The United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution
designating Sept. 21" of each year as International Peace Day. The inten-
tion of the resolution is to have the entire world observe a day of peace and
nonviolence. On this day, millions of people and countless groups and com-
munities throughout the world will observe the day as a day of ceasefire and
non-violence.

Dr. Jane Goodall says, “With the peace doves we remind everyone of the
truth they sometimes forget — that peace is possible. We celebrate all that is free
and noble in the human spirit. And we celebrate all that so many people have
done throughout the year — and will do next year — to create a better world.”

International Peace Day was recognized and celebrated at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) on Thursday afternoon, September 21, 2006. The
event was coordinated by Instilling Goodness and Developing Virtue Secondary
Schools. It was open to the public and attended by about 300 people, including
sixty K-2 students from St. Mary’s Catholic School.

It was a beautiful, sunny afternoon, and everyone met at the entrance to
the City and then walked to the Buddha Hall chanting, “Om Mani Padme
Hum”. The kindergarten and first grade girls led the CTTB students while
holding a paper dove or a colorful banner on which they had painted beautiful
pictures that represented peace to them. Other students and children from the
community also carried banners, handmade doves dangling from sticks, and
some even dressed as white doves. Interspersed throughout those walking and
chanting were three giant dove puppets that the high school girls had made a
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few years ago.
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ing us all in “Let There Be Peace on Earth,” followed by the Buddhist
Dedication of Merit. That concluded the celebration this year.
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